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Israeli ministers make 
helicopter tour of West Bank 

MAALE EPHRAIM (AFP) — Israeli Infrastructure 
Minister Ariel Sharon said ah Jewish settlements must 
be part of Israeli security zones in any final status 
accord, as cabinet members toured the West Bank bv 
helicopter Sunday, Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and seven ministers toured the area to 
examine what Mr. Sharon called “national impera- 
tives" which Israel can not give up in any final peace 
agreement with the Palestinians. “In the final status on 
the territories, all the Jewish settlements will be inccr- 
ated in the security zones/' Mr. Sharon told journal- 
ists. Mr. Netanyahu called security bands in the east 
and west of the West Bank “necessary for Israel's 
security/’ adding that his government has not yet 
decided on the size of a military pullback. 
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MEA flight hits turbulence, 

21 lightly injured 

BEIRLiT (AFPj — A Middle East Airline's iMEA) 
flight hit turbulence en route from Jeddah to Beirut 
Sunday, causing light injuries to 21 of the 136 pas- 
sengers aboard, airline officials said. The flight hit 
heavy turbulence over the Cedar mountains of north 
Lebanon, causing it to drop sharply before pilots 
regained control. The plane landed safely at Beirut’s 
international airport. The lightly injured included 17 
passengers and four crew members. All the injured 
were later released following treatment in a Beirut 
hospital. Most of the passengers aboard the Airbus 
A3 10 were Lebanese. No immediate information was 
available ou the nationality of the injured. The plane 
also suffered some material damage to the back of the 
cabin, airline officials said. 
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Iraq to reduce 
milk rations to 
children next month 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
announced Sunday ii will 
reduce the ration of milk dis- 
tributed to children next 
month, saying the step is due 
to delays in delivery of 
humanitarian supplies under 
the UX ofl-for-food pn>- 
gramME. “The distribution 
of milk to children will be 
reduced in January from six 
lo four milk cartons, because 
Iraq has received no 
amounts for the second 
phase of the oil- for- food 
agreement with the United 
Nations/’ Iraqi Trade Minis- 
ter Mohammad Mahdi Saleh 
told AFP. He blamed the 
United States for holding up 
delivery contracts for sup- 
plies under the programME. 

Britain minimises 
possibility of end 
to sanctions under 
Saddam 

RIYADH (AFPj — British 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook said in remarks pub- 
lished Sunday that it was 
unlikely Iraq would manage 
to get seven-year-old eco- 
nomic embargo lifted under 
President Saddam Hussein's 
rule. “We have always said 
that if Iraq implements ail 
die relevant U.N. resolutions 
the sanctions will be lifted, 
irrespective of who is in 
power.” Mr. Cook told the 
London-based Saudi daily 
Asharq AJ AwsaL But “Sad- 
dam Hussein's record does 
not iaspire confidence that 
this will happen under his 
regime,” he added. 

Khatami calls for 
‘better world’ in 
Christmas message 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
President Mohammad 
Khatami called Sunday for a 
better world in conformity 
with Christ's teachings in his 
Christmas message to the 
leaders of Christian coun- 
tries. “I hope the new year 
will usher in a better world 
where the disciples of the 
two monotheistic religions 
[Islam and Christianity] 
would be linked by their 
commonalties in conformity 
with the teachings of the 
Christ, this great divine 
prophet," President Khatami 
said, quoted by the official 
IRNA news agency. The 
agency did not specify to 
which leaders the message 
had been sent. On Thursday, 
Mr. Khatami called for 
“peace and friendship” 
between Muslims and Chris- 
tians in his message for 
Christmas and the new year. 

Erbakan confident 
in party ban case 

ANKARA (R) — The 
leader of the Islam-based 
Welfare Parry said Sunday a 
case to outlaw’ his party for 
anti-secular activity was 
embanassing Turkey and 
would fail, Anatolian news 
agency said. “The case 
against Welfare is an embar- 
rassment for Turkey,” it 
quoted former Prime Minis- 
ter Necmettin Erbakan as 
saying. The constitutional 
court on Monday recon- 
venes for the final phases of 
deliberations in a case to ban 
Welfare, charged with plan- 
ning to replace Turkey’s sec- 
ularist legal system with one 
based on strict Islamist prin- 
ciples. “The constitutional 
court will correct this 
wrongful position in the 
shortest time.” Mr. Erbakan 
said. “It is legally impossible 
to shut Welfare down." Wel- 
fare ruled for a year in coali- 
tion with a conservative fac- 
tion until Mr. Erbakan 
resigned as Turkey's first 
Islamist prime minis ter in 
J uue under pressure from the 
army. 


King warns against losing hope in peace 

Monarch says Jordan would lend 
strong support to Palestinian state 


Trudy Rubin of the Philadel- 
phia Inquirer newspaper 
recently interviewed His 
Majesty King Hussein in 
Amman. The following are 
major excerpts from a report 
on the interview which she 
wrote for her column “World- 
view" published on Dec. 26. 

THE ONLY Arab leader who 
has made a warm, full peace 
with Israel has become embit- 
tered towards Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and deeply wor- 
ried about the region’s future. 

Referring to the Israeli 
leader. King Hussein told me 
in an interview, “there have 
been so many broken promis- 
es, so many provocative 
moves, that you begin to won- 
der whether there is an 
attempt lo destroy [the] Oslo 
[peace process]. There may 
come a time when we lose 
hope.” 

The interview took place in 
the new Bab AI Sulam (Gale 
of Peace) Palace. The King's 
downbeat assessment con- 
trasted sharply with his guard- 
ed optimism about Netanyahu 
just after die Israeli leader’s 
election in 1996. 

Americans should pay 
attention to the cri de coeur of 


the Jordanian leader, who has 
gone further than any other 
Arab leader to promote peace 
with Israel. Jordan's input will 
be crucial to the success of 
any Israeli peace deal with the 
Palestinians. 

So what has soured the Jor- 
dan-Israel relationship, on 
which the . King staked so 
much? Perhaps die most divi- 
sive event was Netanyahu's 
dispatch of Israeli security 
agents id Amman in Septem- 
ber to kill a political leader of 
the Islamist group Hamas. 

“It was an insult to this 
country, its sovereignty, its 
security, and totally unwar- 
ranted," the King says. If 
Israel believed a Jordanian cit- 
izen was involved in terror- 
ism. be adds, its leaders 
should have told him. and Jor- 
dan would have dealt with Lhe 
matter. 

The King also rites 
Netanyahu's repeated failure 
to live up to promises that he 
made to the Monarch to move 
forward with the Palestinian 
peace process, like a pledge to 
let the Palestinians open an 
airport in Gaza within 24 
hours. The pledge was made 
months ago; the airport still 
hasn't opened. 

But the latest tension-raisers 


are statements from senior 
Israeli officials to Israeli and 
foreign media which claim 
that Israel must keep a large 
swath of land along the Jordan 
River as a security zone, in 
part to protect Jordan from the 
Palestinians. These same offi- 
cials also argue that Jordan 
will be endangered if Israel 
permits the Palestinians to 
establish a state. 

The King denies any such 
fears. When asked about the 
need for a Jordan River secu- 
rity zone to protect Jordan, he 
says; ‘This is absolute non- 
sense. If anyone wants to find 
an excuse not to make 
progress on the peace process 
they should find another 
excuse.” 

As for a Palestinian state, it 
“would not be a threat to Jor- 
dan," the King insists. He adds 
that such a state would have 
"every reason to consider Jor- 
dan, a strong shoulder on 
which it can lean.” 

The King is upset about 
Israeli claims that Israel will 
turn to Jordan to help it keep 
control over the Palestinians, 
rather than give the Palestini- 
ans their own state. 

When Netanyahu came to 
office his aides made clear that 
this was their strategy. Such a 


strategy seems even more 
plausible now, when Israeli 
officials are talking about giv- 
ing the Palestinians only 
small, unviable chunks of 
West Bank land 

The King insists that he has 
made it clear to the Israeli 
government that he will not 
negotiate on Palestinian 
issues. “That’s why I’m 
upset,” he says. “By specula- 
tions that suggest we are 
involved” 

And the King also insists 
that the Israeli government’s 
ideas about Israel’s keeping 
most West Bank land “are not 
binding on us." He hopes that 
these are only “starting posi- 
tions” for negotiating a final 
solution to the Palestinian 
question. 

“7 can’t begin to contem- 
plate what dangers and threats 
the collapse of PalestiniaD- 
lsraeli peace would mean to 
the region.” he says, urging 
the United States to take a 
more active role in bridging 
the gap between the two sides. 

“If hope disappears, the 
majority of people belonging 
to the peace camp will feel 
that the minority who are 
extremists are in charge of the 
agenda.” the King adds. 


In surprise outcome, communists 
elect Hamameh to top party post 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A professor of 
economics at the University 
of Jordan on Sunday won 
the post of secretary general 
of the Jordan Communist 
Party (JCP) to replace veter- 
an communist leader 
Yaqoub Zayaddine, a party 
spokesman announced Sun- 
day. 

Faraj Tmaizeh. a member 
of the Central Committee 
(CC) of the JCP. said that 
Munir Hamameh won the 
election following a two- 
hour meeting of the CC. 
where he defeated bis only 
contestor, Mazin Hana. 

Mr. Tmaizeh told the Jor- 
dan Times that Mr. 
Zayaddine. 75, did not bow 


to pressure from party lead- 
ers to renominate himself 
for the party’s top posL 

“Comrade Zayaddine did 
not nominate himself and 
informed the meeting that 
he cannot run for elections 
because of health reasons,” 
said Mr. Tmaizeh. 

“He told the gathering that 
he will stand behind the 
party and give whatever 
assistance needed to the 
new leadership” added Mr. 
Tmaizeh. 

He added that the 27- 
member CC has also elected 
eight new members for the 
JCP’s politburo. 

The new politburo mem- 
bers are; Faraj Tmaizeh, 
Emily Nafa’a. Abdul 

Azeem Zahdeh, Raji Ziadat. 
Abdul Aziz Gleilat. 


Mohammad Rawabdeh, 
Rashid Shuqair, Sami 
Hamameh and Munir 
Hamameh. 

Mr. Tmaizeh said that Mr. 
Shuqair was elected secre- 
tary general’s deputy while 
Ms. Nafa’a won the office 
of financial officer. 

Earlier speculation indi- 
cated that Ms. Nafa’a will 
be the party’s next secretary 
general following Mr. 
Zayaddine ’s statement that 
he will not run for reelec- 
tion. 

The elections, scheduled 
to be held last week, were 
postponed after Mr. 
Zayaddine underwent heart 
problems, leading to hospi- 
talisation. 

The party, which was 
established in 1928. held its 


second public conference 
earlier this month with the 
participation of representa- 
tives from several interna- 
tional communist parties. 

The JCP, which was 
legalised in 1993. operated 
underground during martial 
laws imposed in 1970. 

Mr. Hamameh, a colum- 
nist in the daily Arabic Al 
Dustour is well-known for 
his reservations on free 
market policies and the 
Kingdom's economic 
adjustment programme 
•which Jordan signed with 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

The JCP has one deputy in 
the Lower House. 
Mahammed Batayneh. who 
ran as an independent can- 
didate. 


Israeli police chief urges rabbis, 
politicians to restrain radicals 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s 
police chief said Sunday he 
has appealed to rabbis and 
right-wing politicians to 
restrain Jewish extremists 
after two militants were 
detained in a plot to incite 
Muslim-Jewish conflict. 

Assaf Hefetz, the outgoing 
commissioner, told a gather- 
ing of police in Jerusalem 
there were hundreds of other 
Jewish extremists prepared to 
break the law to halt the Arafr- 
Israeli peace process. 

“I think they ought to worry 
every reasonable person in the 
state of Israel,” Mr. Hefdz 
said. 

He spoke two days after a 
court ordered two extremists 
detained on suspicion of plan- 
ning to throw a pig's head into 
crowds of worshipers at the 
Al Aqsa Mosque, Islam’s 
third holiest shrine, during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan. 

The pig is considered 
uncl ean by Muslims, and 
Jerusalem police chief Yair 
Yitzhaki said if the plot had , 
been carried out .violence 
would have erupted and “a 


great deal of Arab and Jewish 
blood would have been shed.” 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu premised Satur- 
day that the government will 
take determined action 
against anyone trying to 
offend Muslim religious feel- 
ings. 

“The government will take 
forceful action against anyone 
who tries to provoke religious 
war,” he said. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat reacted to the disclo- 
sure of the plot by calling chi 
the Israeli government to dis- 
arm the Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. 

Hundreds of extra police 
are being brought into 
Jerusalem in preparation for 
noon prayers Friday, the first 
of Ramadan, the holy month 
when devout Muslims last 
during the daylight hours. 

Al Aqsa Mosque com- 
pound allegedly stands on the 
site of the Jewish temple, 
which was destroyed by the 
Romans in A\D. 70. The 
Western Wall, a remnant of 


Israeli planes raid Hizbollah 
strongholds in south Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Israeli 
warplanes launched two air 
raids on a stronghold of the 
Hizbollah guerrilla move- 
ment in south Lebanon on 
Sunday, Lebanese police 
said. 

The planes fired a total of 
five air-io ground missile in 
raids about 90 minutes apart 
on Hizbollah positions in the 
Iqlim At Touffah hills, north 
of Israels self-declared 
“security zone” in south 
Lebanon. 

It was not known if there 
were any casualties or dam- 
age. 


Lebanese forces fired at 
the planes but did not hit 
their targets, the police said, 
and the aircraft continued to 
overfly the area. 

Israel has conducted 89 air 
raids against Palestinian 
guerrilla and Hizbollah tar- 
gets in Lebanon this year. 

The attacks came the day 
after commando attacks by 
Hizbollah against Israeli 
positions on the edge of the 
central sector of the “security 
zone.” which was followed 
by heavy 'Israeli artillery 
bombardments against the 
guerrilla group’s positions. 


the temple, runs alongside the 
mosque compound, and the 
area is the most sensitive in 
the Israeli-Arab conflict. 

Mr. Yitzhaki said he has met 
leaders of the Islamic Waqf 
— the Muslim trust — and 
asked them to trv lo calm 


tempers and ensure that the 
Ramadan prayers pass off 
quietly. He told the gathering 
he informed the Muslim lead- 
ers of the arrest of Avigdor 
Eskin and Haim Peckovich 
even before it was made 
known to the Israeli public. 



SANTA TO TREAT IRAQI GIRL IN HOLLAND: A 'Santa Claus' sent to Iraq with 
the Icelandic charity Peace 2000 sits beside a sick Iraqi girl, Amal Tha'ir, in Baghdad 
Sunday. The charity plans to fly the girl out of Baghdad in order to provide her with 
medical treatment in a hospital in Amsterdam (Reuters photo) 


Tarawneh concludes visit to Saudi Arabia 

Joint Jordanian-Saudi ministerial 
committee to convene after ’Eid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
on Sunday concluded a 
two-day official visit to 
Saudi Arabia during which 
he met with Saudi King 
Fahd Ben Abdul Aziz, 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah Ben Abdul Aziz and 
other officials. 

In an arrival statement 
made to Jordan Television 
and Jordan News Agency. 
Petra. Dr. Tarawneh said 
that he conveyed a verbal 
message from His Majesty 
King Hussein to King 


Fahd on bilateral relations 
and means of bolstering 
ties. 

Dr. Tarawneh also dis- 
cussed regional and inter- 
national issues of common 
concern with Saudi offi- 
cials, particularly the fal- 
tering peace process. 

Dr. Tarawneh said that his 
talks with Crown Prince 
Abdullah were a continua- 
tion of Prince Abdullah’s 
talks with His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 

The minister said that the 
Joint Jordanian-Saudi com- 


mittee decided to convene 
after 'Eid Al Fitr holidays 
under the chairmanship of 
the ministers of trade and 
industry. 

“A Jordanian business- 
men delegation will head 
for Riyadh after ’Eid Al 
Fitr holidays in order to 
discuss bilateral economic 
cooperation.” 

On the other hand. Prince 
Abdullah lauded King 
Hussein’s efforts to further 
stands towards Arab and 
Islamic causes. 
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Israel’s high court orders report 
on interrogation of Hamas suspect 








TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel’s high court ordered 
police on Sunday to provide 
details of methods used to 
interrogate the detained rel- 
ative of an Islamist activist 
who is one of Israel’s most 
wanted men, the suspect's 
. lawyer said. 

Police have been interro- 
gating Fuad Koran since 
Dec. 10 in a bid to track 
down Adel Awadallah. who 
Israel suspects of building 
the bombs used in a series 
of suicide attacks this sum- 
mer in Jerusalem by the 
Islamist group Hamas, 
attorney Allegra Pacheco 
said. 

Mr. Koran, who is being 
held in the interrogation 
centre of Jerusalem’s Russ- 


ian Compound police sta- 
tion, is Mr. Awadallah’s 
brother-in-law. 

Ms. Pacheco, represent- 
ing the Public Council 
Against Torture, com- 
plained to the supreme 
court that police had pre- 
vented her from seeing her 
client and accused inter- 
rogators of torturing the 
suspect. 

On Sunday the court 
ordered the Shin Beth secret 
service to submit by Tues- 
day a report detailing exact- 
ly how Mr. Koran had been 
treated during his 1 8 days in 
custody. 

“The report should 
include how many hours he 
has been deprived of sleep, 
tied in painful positions and 


subjected to loud music or 
shaking." Ms. Pacheco told 
AFP. 

She also demanded that 
Shin Beth officials explain 
why Mr. Koran has been 
detained and why he is 
being intensively interro- 
gated. 

At a hearing on Friday, 
investigators denied tortur- 
ing Mr. Koran but admitted 
that he had been tied to a 
small chair during question- 
ing and said a doctor who 
examined him gave him a 
pain-killer, the Maariv 
newspaper reported Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Koran is an econom- 
ics major at Bir Zeit univer- 
sity outside Ramallah. 

Israeli security services 


claim Mr. Awadallah. an 
engineering student from 
Ramallah.' manufactured 
the bombs used by five 
members of Hamas who 
blew themselves up in two 
separate attacks in 
Jerusalem in July and Sep- 
tember. 

The attacks killed 21 
Israelis plus the bombers. 

Police have said they 
believe Mr. Awadallah is 
hiding out in West Bank 
towns under the control of 
the Palestinian National 
Authority. 

The interrogation of Mr. 
Koran has coincided with a 
police alert over possible 
new attacks on Jerusalem 
by Islamists opposed to 
peace with Israel. 
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Three jailed for life in Iraq urges U.N. to 

Kuwaiti MP murder bid prevent military strikes 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti 
criminal court Sunday sen- 
tenced three people to life 
imprisonment after finding 
them guilty of hying to kill a 
member of parliament and his 
wife in June. 

The official news agency 
KUNA said Salman Al Sham- 
lan, a Kuwaiti national. Sayed 
Mohammad Aidabili and 
Sayed Abdul-Hadi Aidabili, 
both Iranian nationals, 
received life sentences. 

The coun also found Adel 
Mohammad AJ Mchaimi, a 
Kuwaiti national, guilty of 
being an accessory to the 
assassination attempt and sen- 
tenced him to 10 years in jail. 

A fifth suspect, Abdul- 
Muhsen Al Roumi. a Kuwaiti 
national, was found not guilty. 

On June 6, Abdullah Al 
Naibari and his wife were 
shot and wounded while dri- 
ving from their beach house 
to Kuwait City. Mr. Naibari 
was hit in the jaw and chest 
while his wife was slightly 


wounded. 

Mr. Naibari told a news 
conference in October the 
attempt on his life was moti- 
vated by his probes into 
alleged irregularities in 
defence ministry catering 
contracts. 

Mr. Naibari played a key 
role in parliamentary efforts 
to combat what the opposition 
described as graft and mis- 
management of state funds. 
He was also among leaders of 
a movement which success- 
fully demanded the restora- 
tion of parliament, dissolved 
in 1986. 

Kuwait, which controls 
about 10 per cent of the 
world’s proven oil reserves, is 
the only Gulf Arab state with 
an elected parliament 

General elections were held 
in 1992, more than a year, 
after a U.S.-led military coali- 
tion ended Iraq's seven- 
month occupation of Kuwait 


Kuwait’s finance minister 
submits resignation 


KUWAIT (AP) — Nasser 
Al Rowdhan. finance minis- 
ter since shortly after the 
1991 liberation of Kuwait 
from Iraqi occupation, has 
submined his resignation. 
Al Anba daily reported Sun- 
day. 

The minister, who also 
serves as deputy prime min- 
ister, told the pro- govern- 
ment newspaper he had 
given his resignation in 
writing to the prime minis- 
ter. Sheikh Saad Al Abdul- 
lah Al Sabah, on Nov. 15. 

There has been no 
announcement on whether 
the cabinet has accepted it. 
The cabinet was to meet 
later Sunday. 

Mr. Rowdhan did not tell 
the newspaper why he want- 
ed to quit, but there have 
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been press reports that a 
group of parliament mem- 
bers was preparing to ques- 
tion him about the alleged 
loss of some $933.33 mil- 
lion in government invest- 
ments related to the coun- 
try's social security pro- 
gram. 

If it takes place, the ques- 
tioning would be the second 
for Mr. Rowdhan. In July, 
he underwent 12 hours of 
questioning before the 50- 
seat house about allegations 
of widespread financial and 
administrative mismanage- 
ment in his ministry. 

Mr. Rowdhan told the 
daily he hoped his resigna- 
tion would be accepted so 
that he could end his term 
with a “clean and spotless” 
record 


BAGHDAD fR) — The Iraqi 
press'Sunday urged the U.N. 
Security Council to prevent 
die United Stales from carry- 
ing out air strikes at sites 
declared out of bounds to 
U.N. weapons inspectors. 

Iraqi leaders Friday accused 
the U.S. of planning military 
strikes which would plant 
fake chemical or germ war- 
fare evidence at the facilities, 
a charge the White House dis- 
missed as “ridiculous." 

"The world community 
should warn America against 
committing such a crime and 
the Security Council should 
shoulder its responsibility on 
such a serious issue.” said a 
Sunday front-page editorial in 
the Iraqi daily. Al Thawra. 

Iraq has banned the U.N. 
Special Commission 

(UNSCOM). which is in 
charge of dismantling the 
country's weapons of mass 
destruction, from investigat- 
ing “presidential sites." Bagh- 
dad has said no weapons are 
hidden at those locations. 

The U.S. has repeatedly 
insisted that Iraq allow the 
investigators access to the 
sites and has pointedly 
refused to rule out the use of 
force if Iraq does not comply 
with the U.N. inspections 


regime. The Iraqi government 
newspaper Al Jumhouriya 
Sunday urged Security Coun- 
cil members to “find a quick 
solution to the problem of 
presidential headquarters, 
which was created by Ameri- 
ca.’’ • 

“France... Russia and China 
should not only prevent such 
a thing from happening, but 
evade the excuses used by 
America to launch [strikes 
against these sites],'' the paper 
said. 

It repeated an earlier Iraqi 
invitation to member states of 
the Security Council and of 
UNSCOM to send experts to 
inspect the facilities. 

A White House spokesman 
Friday dismissed Iraq’s accu- 
sation that the U.S. planned to 
drop bombs laced with bio- 
logical or chemical agents on 
presidential sites. 

“We term this ridiculous." 
the spokesman said. “We do 
not have these weapons in our 
operational inventory." 

Asked if the United States 
was planning to bomb Iraqi 
sites with conventional 
weapons, without any chemi- 
cal or biological component, 
he said he would have “no 
comment on that.'' 


FATEH ANNIVERSARY: Masked Palestinians from President Yasser Arafat's Fateh movement march in the 
West Bank town of Jenin on Sunday to mark the 32nd anniversary of ’Fateh Day.’ The anniversary fall on Jan. 
1, but because of the Holy Month of Ramadan the movement brought forward the celebrations ( Reuters photo) 

Jordanian of Palestinian origin denies 
selling lands in Jerusalem to Jews 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Jordanian of 
Palestinian origin on Sun- 
day denied Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
accusations that he was sell- 
ing land to Jews in Arab 
east Jerusalem — a crime 
punishable by death. 

Mustafa Issawi also 
denied a newspaper report 
by . the Jerusalem-based 
newspaper that the PNA 
had . demanded Jordan to 
hand him over for trial and 
that he was about to con- 
clude a deal to sell 60 
dunums of land in the Holy 
City. 

'These are false and base- 
less accusations.” he told 
the Jordan Times. 

"They have no documents 


to prove what they have 
published. If the newspaper 
does not retract what has 
been published, 1 will sue 
them before Israeli courts." 

Al Quds newspaper 
reported earlier this month 
that the PNA pressed for 
Mr. Issawi's extradition to 
try him as part of efforts to 
stop Palestinians from sell- 
ing land to Israel to house 
new settlements. 

The PNA. which took 
over the Gaza Strip and part 
of the West Bunk .under, a 
1994 peace deal, tightened 
penalties against Palestini- 
ans who sell land to Israelis, 
a move that drew condem- 
nation from human rights 
groups. Last year, several 
Palestinians suspected of 
selling lands to Israelis 
were found dead in the 


Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank. The PNA denied any 
involvement in the killings. 

Mr. Issawi was sentenced 
to death by a Jordanian 
court in the 1980s on 
charges of selling land in 
Arab east Jerusalem. The 
court later acquitted him. 

Jordan ruled Arab east 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank from 1950 until los- 
ing them to Israel in the 
1967 Middle East War. 
However, it continued to. 
run the day-to-day affairs of 
Palestinians until severing 
links with the occupied ter- 
ritories in 1988. but many 
Jordanian laws are still 
applied. 

Palestinian ambassador to 
Jordan Omar Khatib said 
the PNA had not submitted 
an “official" request to Jor- 


dan to hand over Mr. 
Issawi. “But we have made 
some unofficial contacts 
with Jordan in this regard.” 
he said. 

“The Jordanian govern- 
ment received guarantees 
from him that he will not 
sell any piece of land to tbe 
Israelis,” Mr. Khatib toW 
the Jordan Times. “Bui 
despite these assurances, 
we still have doubts that 
something is happening...’" 
he said. \ 

“We have documents that : 
he is still cooperating with 
Jewish brokers [to sell land] 
but so far. nothing has been 
done...". Mr. Khatib added. 

He said that Mr. Issawi 
had sent a message to the 
PNA claiming he was inno- 
cent and that he did not sell 
land to Israelis. 


Algerian authorities launch security crackdown ahead of Ramadan 


ALGIERS (AP) — 
Algerian authorities 
launched a security 
crackdown Sunday aimed 
at preventing attacks 
ahead of the Islamic holy 
month of Ramadan. 

Ramadan in Algeria in 
recent years has been 
marked by an upsurge of 
violence usually attrib- 
uted to Islamists who are 
trying to overthrow the 
military-backed govern- 
ment and establish a state 
based on the Koran. 

Citizens are being 
warned to stay away 


from garbage cans and 
abandoned vehicles as 
well as to alert police of 
any suspicious object or 
people. 

The number of road- 
blocks around towns and 
cities have been 
increased as well as the 
number of patrols in 
crowded neighbourhoods 
and roads leading into 
urban areas. 

The old city of the cap- 
ital Algiers is surrounded 
by anti -terrorist squads 
and checks of identity 
papers as well as vehicle 


inspections have been 
stepped up. Security is 
also heavy around public 
buildings and slate enter- 
prises. 

Parking restrictions in 
place os part of the secu- 
rity campaign pose a seri- 
ous problem for car own- 
ers in Algiers. 

Television, radio and 
newspapers or all politi- 
cal tendencies are taking 
part in the campaign by 
diffusing information on 
the security measures. 

Posters remind citizens 
that "vigilance is the best 


way of ensuring every- 
body’s safety." 

According to leaflets 
distributed in the old city 
of Algiers, a group 
belonging to the Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA) arc 
ready for action during 
Ramadan. 

The GIA has been 
blamed for many of the 
attacks that have claimed 
some 75.000 lives since 
an Islamist insurgency 
began in 1992 after the 
government cancelled 
legislative elections the 
now banned Islamic Sal- 


vation Front was poised 
to win. 

Meanwhile, the vio- 
lence has continued in 
Algeria. 

An armed group on Fri- 
day slit the throats of 21 
people in Ouled Moussa. 
a town about 100 kilome- 
tres south of Algiers. 

In another attack, seven 
schoolchildren on vaca- 
tion at Sidi Semiane. 
about 100 kilometres 
west of Algiers, were 
kidnapped 'and they 
remained missing Sun- 
day afternoon. 
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More than 100 civilians 
were killed last week in 
massacres. 

Hospital sources, who 
refused to be identified 
by name for fear of 
reprisals, said 14 alleged 
members of the GIA were 
killed Friday by govern- 
ment security forces in 
Djebe] Bouzegza about 
150 kilometres east oi 
Algiers. Three o then- 
died Thursday and ihrtf 
more Saturday in other 
security operations. 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweffieKTel. SI 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunkation 


Tel. 63744a 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sanda Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Chnrch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. S65S97 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 6S8404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Chnrch of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Skies will be partly cloudy, with a 
chance of scattered showers in the 
northern parts of the Kingdom. 
Winds will be westerly moderate. 
In Aqaba fine weather conditions 
will prevail. Winds will lx: 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 


MlnJMax. temp. 

Amman. ..... 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley..- 


05/13 

M/23 

- .04/15 

12/12 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Ammon 13. Aqaba 24 Humidity 
readings: Amman 59 per cent. 
Aqaba 57 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. AfifShufcri 898863 

Dr. NidalAlDahleh .—827195 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. Sa'id Tawfiq 7S82S5 

Finis pharmacy ....(*>1912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy —637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy --,....623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeivani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 2814W 

Al Quds pharmacy ... I 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef HarzaBah ... 988075 
Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department — 66IIII 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

- .630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Pd&e_192 62111 1. 637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 845402 

Traffic PWice.- 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints. 661176 

Scwuage Cbrrptore. -JB7467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

- 787111 

Telephone Information i directory 

assistance) ...121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television .... 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan ... 7741 1 i 

Water Authority .680100 

j. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Cm. .636381 

RJ Flight Information ..UK-5321 )0 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Luanila 630195 

Hussein Medical Centre -..813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity ...642362 

MnJhas. J. Amman .636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital S45845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali .666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali —664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ....7771111/3 

AJ- Bashir. 775 1 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital — 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

JWflXttQ 

Zaiqa National Hospital 

H19N0056U 

Ibn Sina Hospital.™ (09)9X6732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(U9W909WJ 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

402)275555 

Greek Calht4ic Hospital 

<02)272275 

fbn Al Nafecs Hospital 


(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital (03 13141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is snpplieil hy 
Komi Jordanian (RJ) infnnwttitm 
deportment at the Queen Alia 
International Airjwrt Tel. 
tOS)5J2tK)-5. where it \hould 
always he verified. Infi intuition it: 
other flights nor he sup(tlieil t>n 
plume OX <527001 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

A7:I5 Sanaa iRJ) 

08:25 Damascus (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah IRJ) 

09:15 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:50 Duhai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

*6:20 Cairn (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam ( RJ t 

■8:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 Casablanca, Tunis ( RJ ) 

19:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

20:30 y -.Milan (RJ) 

20:40 - Vienna (RJ t 

22:30 Kuala Luntpur. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


23:15 Jakarta. Abu Dhahi (addl 
(RJ) 

01:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Other Flights 

W:15 .London (BA) 

09:15 Cairo (MS) 

09:30 Al ’ArishiPF) 

12:00 Khartoum (SDi 

12:25 Bahrain (GF) 

WJ0 -.Doha iQRj 

15:05 .Vienna (OS) 

16:00 Dubai tEK) 

*8:00 Istanbul (SD) 

20:00 .Tel Aviv tLY) 

21:10 Paris. Damascus iAF) 

22 JO - Athens (Oaj 

OL-25 - AmstenlumtKL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06:05 .Tel Aviv (RW.) 

07:25 Amman fQAIAHRW) 

07:15 Amman (Marka Airportj 
(RW) 

09:50 Aqaba (RW) 

11:10 Amman iQAIAURW) 

12:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

2L20 -Aqaba i RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport ) 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:20 Beirut (RJ i 


12:00 

- Vienna tRI 1 

12:05 . 


12:30 

19:45 

.CaircitRJ’ 

Jeddah iRb 

20:40 . 

Damascus iW 1 

20:45 
20:45 
21:15 . 
22:45 

Bahrain, DohatRb 

-..Abu Dhabi iW' 

Dubai. MuscaiiRb 

...Sanaa 

01:30 .... 

..Jeddah 'W' 

Other Flights 

06:00 .Istanbul <TM 

08*00 Beirut (M^ 1 

08 J5- 
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10:30 

ACArishlFP 

10:30 
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.Istanbul^ 1 
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(RW) . ‘ 

10:20 ■ At|ab9, otti 1 
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Princess Basma named member 
of international democracy forum 


AMMAN (Petra; — HRH 
Princess Basma has been 
named member of the 
International Forum for 
Democracy and Develop- 
ment, a consulting body cre- 
ated by the U.N. Education- 
al, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). 

Princess Basma received a 
letter from UNESCO Direc- 
tor General Federico Mayor 
informing her that she was 


selected to join the 20- mem- 
ber forum, which represents 
various regions of the 
world. 

The forum was set up to 
provide the UNESCO direc- 
tor general with advice on 
programmes that promote 
democracy, encourage per- 
sonal initiatives. and 
enhance cooperation among 
various community sectors, 
according to Mr. Mayor's 


letter. 

Princess Basma was rec- 
ommended for membership 
in the forum by former U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali.'the forum's designate 
chairperson, in view of her 
vast experience and interest 
in humanitarian issues, her 
activities in socio-economic 
development fields, and her 
membership in several spe- 
cialised U.N. agencies and 


international organisations, 
he said. 

According to Mr. Mayor, 
it is now* more important 
than ever to promote a 
democracy that enhances 
respect of human rights and 
gives impetus to develop- 
ment. which is an essential 
element of peace. 

The forum is due to hold 
its first meeting in the first 
quarter of 1998, he added. 


Jordan, Egypt continue preparations to 
link national power grids by mid- 199 8 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Egypt 
and Jordan are currently 
finalising a project link- 
ing the two nations' elec- 
tric power grids, which is 
expected to be completed 
by the second quarter of 
1998, according to 
Mohammad Said Arafeh. 
director general of the 
National Electric Power 
Company (NEPCOL 

In a statement published 
Sunday by the Qatari 
daily Al Raya, Mr. Arafeh 
said the ■ project entails 
overland and underwater 
cables linking Aqaba port 
with the Sinai Peninsula. 

The project is part of an 
overall plan for linking 
the power grids of five 


News X: 

Princess Rania, PSD 
director discuss cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
HRH Princess Rania 
Sunday visited the Pub- 
lic Security Department 
(PSD) and met with 
Director General 

Nasouh Muhieddin. 
Princess Rania and Gen- 
eral Muhieddin 

reviewed scopes of 
cooperation between 
Jordan River Develop- 
ment Projects Society 
and the PSD in extend- 
ing assistance to Jordan- 
ian families. 


Middle Eastern countries: 
Jordan. Egypt. Syria. Iraq, 
and Turkey. The $560 
million project, funded in 
part by the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social 
Development, will be car- 
ried out in several stages. 

According to Mr. 
Arafeh, Egypt and Jordan 
began planning this pro- 
ject in 1986 with the help 
of a French firm that con- 
ducted a feasibility study. 
The project was approved 
by the Joint Jordanian- 
Egyptian Higher Commit- 
tee in 19S9. 

The project entails lay- 
ing 400 kilovolt cables 
inside Jordanian territory 
and 500 kilovolt cables in 


t Brief 

Jordan. Yemen sign 
cooperation agreements 

SANAA (Petra) — Jor- 
dan and Yemen Sunday 
signed six agreements 
on commercial, health, 
land and maritime trans- 
port, security, and 
investment protection 
cooperation. The agree- 
ments were signed by 
Jordanian Ambassador 
to Yemen Fouad 
Batayneh and Yemeni 
Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Abduh Ali Abdul 
Rahman. 


Egyptian territory and 
constructing a transformer 
station on the Egyptian 
side of the border near 
Taba. Mr. Arafeh stated. 

The linkage is expected 
to save the"two countries 
at least $5 million per 
year and will enable the 
two sides to provide each 
other with electric power 
in times of shortage or 
emergency, he stated. 

Jordan started prepara- 
tions in March 1997 for 
linking its electric power 
network with Syria via the 
transformer stations at 
Deraa in Syria and Irbid 
in Jordan, he said, adding 
that the linkage is expect- 
ed to be operational in the 


second half of 1999. 

Ministers of electricity 
and energy in the five 
Middle Eastern countries 
approved the linkage pro- 
ject in 1989 during a 
meeting of the Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Confer- 
ence. 

According to the overall 
plan, linkage of the power 
grids in Syria and Turkey 
will take place in mid- 
1998 through, a 400 kilo- 
volt cable. The linkage 
between Syria and Iraq 
will become operational 
in the year 2000, while 
the linkage between Iraq 
and Turkey is expected to 
take place in the year 
2002. 


Nine win foundation’s 
1997 research award 
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EXHIBITIONS 

* Display of Bani Hamida handicrafts (rugs, cush- 
ions, and wall hangings) at Bani Hamida House, 

Jabal Amman (Tel. 658696/7), until Jan. 5. 

* ‘‘Modem Bulgarian Art” at Baladna Art Gallery, 
Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598), until Jan. 5. 

* Works by about a hundred artists from Iraq. 

Syria. Sudan, Lebanon and Jordan at Hammurabi Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street, until Feb. ( lei. 
5536098). . n ... 

4 Exhibition of prints by Algerian artist Rashid 
Koraishi and calligraphy by Iraqi artist Hassan Mas*- 
soudi, inspired by the poems of Mahmoud Darwisn. 
at Darat Al Funun. Jabal Weibdeh. until Dec. - I. 
Also displaying paintings by Jordanian arusi Nasr 
Abdul Aziz, and works by contemporary Arab artists. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Nine 
Jordanian researchers in 
the fields of agriculture, 
water, energy, industry, 
and the environment have 
won the Scientific Founda- 
tion of Hisham Adeeb Hij- 
jawi Award for 1997. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali distributed 
the awards to the winners 
during a special ceremony 
held Saturday in Amman. 

The winners for the agri- 
culture and water research 
work were Ahmad Raddad 
from the University of Jor- 
dan and Fawzi Banat from 
the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology 
(JUST). 

The winners for research 
in energy were Bassam 
Jubran "and Mohammad 
Hamdan from the Univer- 
sity of Jordan and Bassam 
Taan and Mohammad Al 
Din from the Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS). 

The awards for research 
in industry and the envi- 
ronment went to Rami 
Jumaa from JUST, and 
Sami Kreishun, Samir 
Arar, and Osama Jaber 
from the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company. 

In his speech. Ay man 
Hijawi, chairman of the 
foundation’s board, stated 
that the awards represent 


the foundation’s contribu- 
tion to the development of 
Jordan in various sectors 
and provide encourage- 
ment to the researchers to 
double their efforts. 

The JD4.000 award for 
each type of research is 
offered to give impetus to 
Jordanian researchers to 
embark on scientific and 
technological research that 
can benefit their country 
and the Arab Nation and 
enable them to increase 
production, he added. 

Established in 1981, the 
foundation opened a uni- 
versity technology college 
in 1983. which was 
accredited by the Council 
of Higher Education in 
19S9. 

Its aim is to encourage 
technological and scientif- 
ic research work by indi- 
viduals and universities 
mainly in industry, energy, 
informatics, agriculture, 
warer and the environ- 
ment. 

The winners of the annu- 
al awards are selected by a 
special board whose mem- 
bers examine the contes- 
tants’ work, which should 
contribute to solving 
issues, promoting develop- 
ment. or increasing pro- 
duction in the various 
fields. 


Witnesses admit aiding three on trial 
for smuggling arms to West Bank 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Siaff Reporter 

AMMAN — A key prose- 
cution witness in the trial 
of three people accused of 
smuggling weapons to the 
West Bank told the State 
Security Court Sunday that 
he helped transport the 
weapons in his car. 

Issa Hussein was testify- 
ing in the case of Ismat 
Shukri. 35, and Ali A. and 
Mohammad M-. both being 
tried in absentia on charges 
of manufacturing explo- 
sives in 1995 and of smug- 
gling weapons to the West 
Bank from 1995-1997. 

The 37-year-old witness 
testified that the second 
and third defendants asked 
him to join them in trading 


in copper and junk iron, 
since he owned a pick-up 
truck. 

“We travelled several 
times to Ma’an and Mada- 
ba. Each time, Ali would 
ask me to stay in the truck 
for 30 minutes, and then he 
would return with a bag 
filled with machine guns 
and rifles,” the witness 
said. 

The witness added that 
the two defendants asked 
him to transport the 
weapons to the Zara area 
near the Dead Sea, where 
they hid the arms until 
their apprehension by the 
authorities. 

A second prosecution 
witness. Ibrahim Salem, a 
farmer from the Jordan 
Valiev, said the third 


defendant, whom he did 
not know, came to his farm 
and asked him if he knew 
anyone who wanted to rent 
land for agriculture. 

“Two weeks later, he 
came to me with five 
machine guns and a rifle, 
and asked me if 1 knew 
anyone who wanted to buy 
them. Then he asked me to 
keep them,” the 50-year- 
old witness said. 

According to the prose- 
cution charge sheet, the 
three defendants manufac- 
tured explosives in 1995 
with the intent of using 
them against tourists and 
later began smuggling 
arms to the West Bank via 
the Dead Sea. 

Military Prosecutor Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Mahmoud 


Obeidat Sunday presented 
the court with the investi- 
gation file and rested the 
state’s case, opening the 
way for the defence to pro- 
vide its evidence -and wit- 
nesses.- 

Attorney Saleh Amiouri, 
one of seven lawyers 
defending Mr. Shukri. con- 
tested The interrogation 
procedures of the military 
prosecution for the third 
time. 

Mr. Armouti also 

informed the court that Mr. 
Shukri wished to testify. 

The military tribunal, 
headed by Judge Yousef 
Faouri and including 

Judges Ahmad Ayash and 
Fawaz Bqour, postponed 
the trial to Jan. 4 for this 
purpose. 


Education ministry rejects applications 
by 1,500 teachers requesting retirement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Education has 
turned down requests by 
1.500 teachers to retire 
early under the terms of a 
government offer 

announced last month. 
Minister of Education and 
Higher Education Munther 
Masri announced Sunday. 

The applications were 
rejected because the min- 
istry’s schools cannot dis- 
pense with these teachers’ 
services, he said. 

The teachers were apply- 
ing to take advantage of a 
government offer allowing 
public sector employees to 
retire with five annual 
increments added to their 
base salary for the purpos- 
es of determining a pen- 
sion. 

At a meeting with the 
chairpersons and members 
of the Educational Com- 
mittees of the Lower 
House of Parliament and 
the Senate. Dr. Masri said 
the ministry is filling 
vacant posts in schools, 
and in some cases, request- 
ing teachers to work over- 
time. 

According to govern- 
ment sources Sunday, at 
least seven per cent, or 
approximately 25,800. of 
public sector employees 
will benefit from the gov- 
ernment’s offer and retire 
early. 
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Minister of Education and Higher Education Monther Masri Sunday briefs deputies 
and senators on the employment situation in the ministry's schools (Petra photo) 


The government 

employs 342,300 citizens, 
or about 35 per cent of the 
coral workforce, according 
to these sources, who 
added thar the government 
does not intend to create 
new vacancies in the 1998 
budge. 

In past years, between 
5.000 and 7.000 people 
annually were given 
employment in govern- 
ment offices, but in 1997 


only 1.500 were appoint- 
ed. 

Meanwhile, a report in 
rhe local Arabic daily AJ 
Ra’i Sunday said the gov- 
ernment plans to make 
drastic changes in the reg- 
ulations of the Civil Ser- 
vice Commission, which is 
in charge of appointments 
to government offices. 

According to the report, 
the proposed plan stipu- 
lates that male employees 


who complete 15 years of 
active service can request 
retirement and seek private 
sector jobs. After five 
more years, they would 
become eligible for a pen- 
sion. 

Female employees may 
do the same once they 
complete 12 consecutive 
years of service. They then 
must wait for three more 
years to start receiving a 
pension. 


Engineer association elections rekindle 
debate on obligatory union membership 


By Hind-La ra Mango 

Special to the Jonicut Ttmes 

AMMAN — Recent elec- 
tions in the Jordan Engineers 
Association (JEA) have 
rekindled a dormant debate 
on whether membership in 
the country’s 12 influential 
unions should be voluntary or 
obligatory, according to offi- 
cials and analysts. 

Around 3,400 engineers, 
out of a total membership of 
39,000 members, cast their 
ballots in two rounds of JEA 
elections earlier this month in 
which a coalition of Islamists 
and nationalists won a land- 
slide victory. 

Officials and unionists who 
oppose the idea of compulso- 
ry membership in the associ- 
ations said the lacklustre sup- 
port in the ballot reflected 
voter apathy regarding the 
long-politicised unions, 
which they maintain have 
foiled to improve the stan- 
dard of the profession. 

“We do not feel that unions 
have met the goals for which 
they were established,” busi- 
nessperson Mazen Tamimi 
told the Jordan Times. 

“In practice, some of these 
unions have been converted 
into strong bases for exercis- 
ing political action, such as 
boycotting,” he added. 

‘The professional associa- 
tions should address direct 
problems such as the issue of 
unemployment faced by new 
graduates, rather than letting 
political issues override pro- 
fessional priorities." 

Others, however, have a 
different view of obligatory 
membership. 

“Compulsory membership 


gives the association the 
responsibility to monitor 
engineering projects and 
ensure quality control." said 
engineer Khalid Ramadan, a 
nationalist. 

He said the association has 
been pressing for amend- 
ments to the decades-old pro- 
fessional associations law to 
reflect the needs of an 
increase in the number of 
members. “We sent the gov- 
ernment a list of suggestions 
in 1984 but they were 
shelved.” 

Some engineers fear that by 
abolishing conipulsoiy mem- 
bership. the association will 
be weakened and the quality 
of work will go down, Mr. 
Ramadan added. 

According to ‘Azam 
Huneidi. spokesperson for 
the Islamists at the JEA, pro- 
fessional associations have a 
crucial role in the national 
economy and development 
and “any anempf to downsize 
their role will only reflect 
negatively on the country.” 

The simmering debate 
comes against a backdrop of 
increasing tension between 
the government and the 
Islamist- led opposition, 
which boycotted the Nov. 4 
elections in protest at what 
they describe as diminishing 
public freedoms and the 
steady erosion of parliamen- 
tary authority under succes- 
sive governments. 

In the absence of a sizeable 
opposition in the new Parlia- 
ment. many fear the unions 

— key critics of Jordan’s 
1994 peace treaty with Israel 

— will become a magnet for 
dissent. 

The government of Prime 


Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
has remained tight-lipped on 
suggestions to the new 
unions law. 

The opposition fears the 
new changes will make 
membership voluntary 
instead of obligatory, thus 
reducing the number of 
members and diluting their 
strength. 

Others have said the gov- 
ernment might appoint man- 
agers to run each association 
as part of efforts to “de-polio- 
cise” them. 

Present and former union 
chiefs and professionals have 
shown division regarding the 
planned amendments. 

“The debate over member- 
ships is not something that 
was bom now.” said Bassem 
DajanL head of the Jordan 
Medical Association. 

‘The main objective behind 
raising it now is to stop the 
positive role of the associa- 
tions, which have been strug- 
gling for the past 50 years." 
he told a recent seminar 
debating the issue. 

“Obligatory membership 
serves patients by providing 
them with the best medical 
services,” Dr. Dajani said. 
“Instead, debate should focus 
on whether cancelling the 
present obligatory member- 
ship will be in the interest of 
the citizen 

Former Minister of Health 
Zeid Hamzah said the idea of 
obligatory membership was 
against the Constitution and 
international human rights 
laws. 

“Professionals should have 
the freedom to chose whether 
they want to become mem- 
bers or not," lie stated. 


Dr. Hamzah criticised the 
present laws, saying they 
allowed meetings of the gen- 
eral assemblies, usually 
attended by a minority, to 
“control the general policies 
of unions and the fate of the 
majority members.” 

According to their laws, 
nurses, doctors, journalists, 
engineers. lawyers, and other 
professionals cannot practice 
if they are not members. 

Many unionists have sug- 
gested thar any changes 
should come from within, not 
from the government, per- 
ceived by some as trying to 
silence them for their opposi- 
tion to the peace treaty. 

The associations have 
expelled many members for 
having contacts with Israelis 
and have blacklisted firms 
thar have done business with 
the Jewish state. 

“The government occa- 
sionally stirs trouble with the 
associations as part of the 
continued antagonism 
between them,” said Islamist 
leader Ziyad Abu Ghanimeh, 
Islamic Hospital’s deputy 
general manager. 

“Their raising of the issue 
now is obviously linked to 
political developments taking 
place after the Wadi Araba 
[peace] treaty,” he declared. 
Tt is obvious that these asso- 
ciations are obstructing the 
dividends of the treaty." 

For decades, the- associa- 
tions attracted opposition 
leaders and activists because 
of a 1957 ban imposed on 
political parties. The ban was 
lifted after His Majesty King 
Hussein launched democracy 
after 1989 price riots. 


ii 





4 World News 


Jordan Times, Monday, December 29, 1997 


50 hurt as police break up 

% 

march against tribal peace treaty 


DHAKA ( AFP) — Around 
50 people were injured 
here Sunday when police 
used batons and teargas to 
break up a planned rally 
and march by a Muslim 
fundamentalists against a 
government- tribal peace 
treaty. 

Police waded in with 
batons and fired teargas 
shells as several hundred 
activists of the Islamic 
Oikkeya Jote (lOJ) began 
to assemble in a lane in 
downtown Purana Pal tan 
district ahead of a “long 
march” to southeastern 
tribal hill districts near 
Chittagong. 

The planned march was 
part of a series of anti- 
treaty protests. Some of the 
wounded Muslim activists 
were badly hurt andirushed 
to hospital. 

Police made no inuriedi- 


ate comment, but members 
of one baton -wielding riot 
unit said they had orders to 
break up the rally and that 
several protesters were 
derained. 

Witnesses said the police 
action came ahead of the 
arrival of senior IOJ lead- 
ers for the start of the rally. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from the organis- 
ers of the 300-kilometre 
march. The caravan was to 
traverse the eastern town of 
Com ilia and the port city of 
Chittagong before ending 
up Monday ir^ Rangamati 
hill district toyvn, organis- 
ers had said earlier. 

The IOJ. heajded by fire- 
brand Muslim priest 
! Saikhul Hadis ! Azizul Huq. 
i is one of several 
Bangladeshi ! opposition 
parties and groups, spear- 
headed by former Prime 


Minister Khaleda Zia's 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP), which fierce- 
ly oppose the Dec. 2 treaty 
between the government 
and tribal rebels aimed at 
ending a bloody two- 
decade-old insurgency. 

The signing of the land- 
mark treaty has provoked 
violent protests and 
counter-protests in the 
‘ troubled hill region and 
elsewhere. The BNP and 
i^s allies have threatened to 
intensify street protests and 
continue a parliamentary 
boycott unless the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed 
scraps the "black treaty.” 

I Ms. Zia, Sunday, criti- 
cised the government for 
'rejecting her call for a con- 
ference to end the dispute. 

“This anti-people govern- 
ment refused our offer for a 


discussion on the black 
accord." she told a rally of 
her party's cultural wing. 

Over the weekend, she 
met President Sbahabuddin 
Ahmed to hand over a 
memorandum asking him 
to convene a round table 
conference on the treaty. 

Hasina Wajed has turned 
the proposal for discussion, 
arguing that parliament is 
the “appropriate place" to 
discuss iL 

Ms. Zia reiterated that 
her party would not attend 
parliament if the accord 
was not scrapped. She 
vowed to carry on protests 
into the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan which 
starts on Jan. 1. 

“If the sovereignty of the 
country is not ensured we 
will lose our religion too,” 
she said. 


Mayor charged in Congress I asks leaders 

Mexican massacre not t0 desert party 


TUXTLA GUTIERREZ, 
Mexico (.AFP) — A small 
town mayor with Mexico's 
ruling party was formally 
charged Saturday in con-: 
nection with last week’s 
massacre of 45 villagers in 
Chiapas, where tensions 
remained high. 

Jacinto Arias Cruz, the 
mayor of the rugged hill 
town of Chenalho. appeared 
before a federal judge here 
and was charged with pro- 
viding arms to those who 
carried out the murders of 
45 people Dec. 22. 

Arias Cruz is a member of 
the Institutional 

Revolutionary Party (PRI) 
which has ruled Mexico 
since 1929. 

Assistant Attorney 

General Jose Luis Ramos 
told reporters here that wit- 
nesses pointed to Arias 
Cruz as the instigator of the 
massacre in the nearby vil- 
lage of Acteal, saying that 
in addition to providing 
arms he supplied the killers 
with vehicles, including 
one owned by the mayor's 
office. 

Mr. Ramos also said Arias 
Cruz lied in an effort to 
cover up the crime, telling 
authorities that he did not 
learn of the massacre until 
the day after it happened. 
But officials discovered 
notes in his home with 
details of the killings. 

Twenty-three others 
appeared before the judge 
Saturday, bringing to 40 the 
number of those charged in 
connection with the 
killings. Sources said the 
charges include murder and 
unlawful transport of 
firearms. 

The weapons used includ- 
ed .22- and .45-calibre 
firearms, the attorney gen- 
eral's office said. 

A total of 140 warrants 
have been issued against 
suspects in the bloodshed in 
Chiapas, a poor stale in 
southern Mexico where the 
central government's con- 
trol is shaky against guerril- 
la activities by the leftist 


Zapatista • National 
Liberation Army (EZLN). 

EZLN rebel leader 
Subcommand ante Marcos 
said earlier Saturday that 
the masterminds of the 
massacre came from “very 
high" up in the PRl-con- 
trolled Mexican govern- 
ment Local church and 
human rights groups have 
attributed the killings to 
those aligned with the PRI. 

“According to evidence 
that has been found one can 
deduce that the Acteal 
crime was prepared ahead 
of time ... with the direction 
of state government offi- 
cials and the complicity of 
several ministries of the 
federal government,” Cmdr. 
Marcos said in a statement. 

Cmdr. Marcos’ army first 
appeared in Chiapas in 
January 1994. finding sup- 
port among the indigenous 
Maya population. The gov- 
ernment said its investiga- 
tion, was only in its initial 
phase and that it was con- 
tinuing to seek those who 
plotted the massacre. 

The murdered Maya num- 
bered 21 women. 14 chil- 
dren, nine men and one 
infant 

Mexican Attorney 

General Jorge Madrazo 
described Lhe clashes as 
stemming from “inter-com- 
munity and even intra-fami- 
ly conflicts in a context of 
constant disputes over I 
political and economic j 
power.” 

“Unfortunately, these are 
not isolated events.” he said 
in a statement adding that 
some of the disputes dated 
to the 1930s. 

There are also ideological 
disputes between local PRI 
leaders, who are sometimes 
only tenuously linked to 
Mexico City, and Maya 
sympathetic to the EZLN. 

Authorities also said that 
the number of injured sur- 
vivors of the killing rose to 
31 as six wounded people 
were found wandering the 
mountains. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
The chief of India's 
Congress I party Sunday 
appealed to disgruntled 
colleagues not to desert 
him ahead of elections 
early next year. 

Sitaram Kesri spid party 
leaders “who have enjoyed 
the privileges of office 
when the Congress was in 
power" should not quit 
with fresh polls looming. 

“I have no complaint 
against those who have 
left the party.” he told a 
meeting of party activists 
here. “But I appeal to (oth- 
ers) not to leave the party” 

Mr. Kesri's appeal came 
following a string of stun- 
ning desertions by high- 
profile Congress mem- 
bers. arguing the 112- 
year-old party was headed 
for a disaster in the hus- 
tings to the 545-seat par- 
liament. 

Some of them have 
joined the Hindu national- 
ist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP, Indian People’s 


Party), which is widely 
expected to be front-run- 
ner in the elections. 

Most of those leaving 
the Congress have lashed 
out at Mr. Kesri, saying he 
had done little for the 
party since taking over the 
leadership last year and 
blundered by toppling 
India's coalition govern- 
ment last month. 

Newspapers say more 
Congress members are 
expected to quit the party. 

Although the Congress 
claims it is in the race for 
power in the polls, party 
leaders admit its chances 
are bleak. Some analysts 
have warned that it was 
like a sinking ship and 
could be routed. 

The Congress is India’s 
oldest party. But its influ- 
ence has eroded rapidly in 
recent years. It was voted 
out in New Delhi in the 
1996 elections after a five- 
year reign. 


Gunman surrenders 
after killing 2, injuring 2 


CHARTRES. France 
(AFP) — An armed man 
holed up in a house in a 
village southwest of Paris 
gave himself up to police 
early Sunday after killing 
two people and injuring 
two others, all members 
of the same family. 

The 3 1 -year-old man. 
shot dead a young woman 
and fatally injured her 
mother, who died in hos- 
pital during the night. The 
young woman's father 
was wounded in the 
abdomen but not in dan- 
ger while her sister 
received only superficial 
injuries, police said. 

The gunman, who had 
locked himself in the 
bathroom, handed over 
his firearm and let himself 
be arrested early Sunday- 


after more than five hours 
of negotiations during the 
night. 

Members of the man's 
family inside the house 
were said to have helped 
police open negotiations. 

Investigators said a love 
relationship was believed 
to have caused the drama, 
which started around 6.00 
p.m. Saturday night in the 
small village of Charray 
of 130 inhabitants. 

Police alerted after the 
young man opened fire 
threw a cordon of 40 men 
around the house, on the 
edge of the village, and 
managed to evacuate the 
injured. 

Police did not immedi- 
ately release the name of 
the gunman or his vic- 
tims. 


North Korea honours widow 
of cold war correspondent 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea has honoured Vest 
Burchett, widow of 
Australian “cold war” 
journalist Wilfred 

Burchett, for her support 
for “the Korean people's 
struggle." the North's 
media said Sunday. 

The “Order of 
Friendship Second 
Class” was presented ro 
Mrs. Burchett at the 
Mansudae Assembly 
Hall in Pyongyang on 
Christmas Day by Vice 
President Pak Song- 
Chol. said the Korean 
Central News Agency 
(KCNA). 

Burchett covered the 
1950-53 Korean ear and 
later the Vietnam ear 


working with the South's 
Liberation Front. Barred 
for years from returning 
to Australia, he lived in 
Phnom Penh and later in 
Paris. 

KCNA said Vest 
Burchett “conducted 
energetic ■ activities in 
support of the Korean 
people’s struggle for the 
building of socialism and 
the independent and 
peaceful reunification of 
the country with deep 
reverence for the great 
leader president Kim IN 
Sung.” 

North Korea’s decision 
to bestow an honour on 
Vest Burchett was a 
reward for Wilfred 
Burchett's staunch sup- 


port, one of his critics 
said in Australia. 

Burchett. who was 
known in the West as a 
reporter who covered the 
cold war from the “other 
side”, was a “Soviet 
agent of influence and a 
major propagandist." for- 
mer war correspondent 
and author Denis Warner 
said. 

Warner and Burchett 
were both World War II 
correspondents but their 
relationship deteriorated 
until Burchett unsuccess- 
fully sued Warner for 
libel over his reporting 
of Burchett's activities. 

“I am not in the least 
surprised." Warner said 
of the award, 


“Burchett was a great 
supporter of North Korea 
during the Korean war” 
and was also involved in 
key interrogations of 
American prisoners of 
war. he told AFP. 

Warner said Burchett's 
letters made ii clear that 
his wife, a member of the 
Bulgarian Communist 
Party. was deeply 
involved in his work. 

In a 1951 letter to a 
member of the Australian 
Communist Party, he 
stated that their only 
wish on getting married 
was to combine their tal- 
ents for the good of the 
cause. 



Police arrest two young activists of Bangladesh’s Island Oikyo Jote (umty council) in 
Dhaka, during a protest a gains t peace efforts in Chittagong HiD Tracts (Keuter 
photo) 

Bosnian Serb hardliners refused 
power' share in Serb entity 


BUELJINA. Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (AFP) — 
Bosnian Serb hardliners 
loyal to war crimes suspect 
Radovan Karadzic have 
refused to share power with 
supporters of President 
Biljana Plavsic and blocked 
elections of new assembly 
and government officials of 
the Serb entity. 

The Bosnian Serb parlia- 
ment, elected last month, 
met for the first time 
Saturday in northern 
Bosnian town of* Bijeljina. 
but adjourned the session to 
Jan. 12 after failing to agree 
on new leaders. 

After almost 10 hours of 
work, it only managed to 
verify the mandates of the 
83 newly-elected deputies 
in the assembly, in which 
no one party holds an 
absolute majority. 

Hanns Schumacher, num- 
ber two to the international 
community’s High 

Representative for Bosnia 
Carlos Westendorp. warned 
the assembly to speed up its 
proceedings. 

It said Mr. Westendorp 
might impose measures on 
the parliament under recent- 
ly acquired powers if it did 
not act on its own. 

Effective power-sharing 
in the semi-autonomous 
state in Bosnia looked 
unlikely in the short term as 
both sides continued to 
cling to diametrically 
opposed positions. 

During the inaugural ses- 
sion. hardliners managed, 
by scraping along over the 
agenda and technical for- 
malities, to avoid electing 
assembly officials or a new 
premier for the Serb entity. 
Republika Srpska (RS). 

Hardliners from Mr. 
Karadzic's Serb 


Democratic Party (SDS) 
and its ally, the Serb 
Radical Party (SRS). 
clinched the most votes in 
the parliamentary ballot and 
held 39 seats in the new 
assembly — but were left 
three seats short of a major- 
ity. 

They demanded that all 
parliament officials’ posts 
be given to their parties and 
said that even the premier's 
post be offered to them, 
since they represented a 
majority of voters in the RS. 

However Ms. Plavsic, 
who won international 
backing by pledging to sup- 
port the Dayton peace 
accords, put forward her 
candidate for the post of 
prime minister in the next 
Serb government, Mladen 
Ivanic. an economics pro- 
fessor from her main base. 
Banja Luka. 

Mr. Ivanic is a moderate 
who earned the enmity of 
the hardline faction, anjong 
the Bosnian Serbs when he 
ran for the post of Serb rep- 
resentative in Bosnia’s 
three- man presidency in 
elections in September 
1996. 

His candidacy cost the 
eventual winner of the post, 
Momcilo Krajisnik, just 
enough votes to ensure that 
he did not become overall 
president of Bosnia, a post 
that went to the Muslim. 
Alija Izetbegovic. 

Plavsic’s Serb Popular 
Alliance (SNS). formed 
earlier this year, won 15 
seats, with other relative 
moderates winning 11. giv- 
ing them a total of" 26 
deputies in the assembly. 

It was estimated that Mr. 
Ivanic could be supported 
by parties from the Muslim- 
Croat Federation — the 


other entity making up post- 
war Bosnia, which repre- 
sents mainly Muslim and 
Croat refugee voters and 
has 18 seats in the assem- 
bly. 

But Aleksa Buha, acting 
head of the SDS, called on 
Ms. Plavsic to withdraw her 
proposal of Mr. Ivanic as 
premier, saying he and his 
allies were not ready for 
“any compromise on the 
post of prime minister as we 
have our own candidate" — 
hardline incumbent Gojko 
Klickovic. 

Since the start of the con- 
flict between the two Serb 
factions in June, the RS 
governing institutions have 
been loyal to hardliners 
based in their stronghold. 
Pale, near Sarajevo, reject- 
ing Ms. Plavsic’s presiden- 
tial authority. 

The hardliners have 
staunchly blocked attempts 
to allow refugees to return 
home or to cooperate with 
Bosnia’s joint institutions 
set up by the Dayton peace 
accords, which in 1995 
ended almost four years of 
war. 

The early polls in 
November were called in an 
attempt to end the crippling 
power struggle among 
Bosnian Serb leaders. 

But the political battle has 
split the RS in two — with 
Ms. Plavsic controlling the 
west around her stronghold 
of Banja Luka and the hard- 
liners the east around Pale. 

New nationwide elections 
are due in Bosnia in 
September next year at 
which Western officials 
hope more moderates will 
be elected to begin full 
implementation of the 
Dayton accords. 


Police threaten Chinese 
dissident with mental asylum 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
Chinese dissident Wang 
Hongxue said Sunday that 
police were threatening to 
lock him up in a menial 
asylum. 

Mr. Wang told AFP that 
police summoned his wife 
and parents to the Bengbu 
city Public Security 
Bureau in eastern Anhui 
province two weeks ago 
jmd told them that authori- 
ties believed he was suf- 
fering from schizophrenia. 

The officials pressured 
them to place him in a 
psychiatric hospital and 
said they would make sure 
bis employer — a textile 
factory infirmary — 
would pay for a long-term 
stay. Mr. Wang said. 

During a similar inter- 
view more recently, police 
told Mr. Wang directly 
thar he may be schizo- 
phrenic. 

“It is possible I will be 
thrown in a mental hospi- 
tal.” he said. 

The New York-based 
Human Rights in China 
said in a faxed statement 
that police “demanded" 
that Mr. Wang's family 
members sign documents 
to have him institution- 
alised. But the dissident 
said his wife's and par- 
ents’ accounts included no 


such details. 

The statement, signed by 
Human Rights in China 
chairman and former dis- 
sident Liu Qing, attacked 
the use of mental institu- 
tions for persecuting dissi- 
dents. 

“Human Rights in China 
appeals to the internation- 
al community to play 
close attention to the dan- 
ger facing Wang 
Hongxue,” it said, calling 
for pressure to discourage 
the Chinese government 
from suppressing political 
activists by locking them 
away in psychiatric insti- 
tutions. 

Mr. Wang. 37. has in 
recent months issued a 
series of open letters to 
China's leaders urging 
political reforms, although 
Human Rights in China 
said he had no history of 
activism before this year. 

He voiced support last 
week for a call by fellow 
dissident Qin Yongmin for 
workers to be allowed to 
form their own trade 
unions. 

Mr. Qin — who also 
received support from dis- 
sidents Xu Shuiliang and 
Lcng Wanbao — Saturday 
wrote an open letter to the 
U.N. Human Rights 
Commission complaining 


ot tight police surveillance 
and harassment. 

Only government-run 
trade unions are allowed 
in China. The ruling 
Communist Party is loath 
to open the door to the 
emergence of a labour- 
based political rival, like 
Poland’s Solidarity move- 
ment. 

In a declaration which he 
vowed to circulate using 
his “own means." Mr. Qin 
la-st Monday urged work- 
ers to count on themselves 
to help eliminate corrup- 
tion among state-owned 
factory managers. 

The veteran Wuhan- 
based dissident cited the 
International Covenant on 
Economic. Social and 
Cultural Rights — which 
China signed in October 
— as protecting the right 
to form independent 
unions, to demonstrate 
and to strike. 

Sporadic worker demon- 
strations have broken out 
across the country in 
recent months against a 
rising tide of state-sector 
layoffs and embezzlement 
by managers of state 
firms. 

The heavily overstaffed 
state sector employs more 
than 100 million people in 
China's cities. 


British 
Euro-MPs 
threaten to 
leave 
Labour 


LONDON (AFP) — s« 
British European Parliament 
members plan to leave the 
Labour Party and become 
independent candidates in 
protest against British gov- 
ernment welfare reforms" the 
Observer newspaper said 
Sunday. 

The two leaders of the left- 
wing rebellion named in the 
article — Ken Coates and 
Hugh Kerr — said they want- 
ed to fight the next European 
elections in 1999 as indepen- 
dents following Labour's 
decision to cut benefits foe 
single mothers and proposal 
to reduce payments for the 
disabled. 

They said Prime Minister 
Tony Blair’s “restriem? 
social policies” were pushing 
Labour towards the radical 
right, and making the party 
“indistinguishable” from the 
former Conservative admin- 
istration. 

Both men were suspended 
by Labour, and then readmit- 
ted in November, for refusing 
to adhere to a code of conduct 
which forbade Labour legis- 
lators in Strasbourg from 
commenting on procedures 
governing the selection of 
candidates. 

Labour MP in Westminster 
David Winnick said the 
rebels were heading towards 
the “political wilderness." 

Incoming 
Swiss 
president 
wants EU , 
membership 

LAUSANNE. Switzerland 
(AFP) — Incoming Swiss 
President Flavio Cotti spoke 
out in favour of Switzerland 
joining the European Union 
in an interview published 
Sunday. 

“Membership is in the 
interest of Switzerland”, said . 
Mr. Corn, the current Swiss i 
foreign minister who 
becomes president on Jan I. 
in an article in Le Matin 
newspaper. 

Switzerland is in d* 
process of negotiating bilaier- 
aj agreements with the EL 
but Mr. Cotti said full entn 
into the union as early as pos- 
sible was the strategic god- 
The Swiss public rejected 
greater participation in 
EU in a December 1992 ref- 
erendum, when they were 
offered the benefits and 
duties of a member sow 
without having to take up fall 
membership. 

"Bilateral agreement are 
the priority for now. but tire 
strategic goal of Swiss politi- 
cal integration (into the H 1 ’ 
remains clear. The sooner, tfr 
better for Switzerland." h’ 
said. _ 

Pope 

denounces 
attacks 
against family 

CASTELGANDOLFO. 

Italy (AFP) — Pope JoW 
Paul IT Sunday w-amfu 
against attacks on fat™ 1 ! 
unity such as individi^' 
ism, abortion and euthana- 
sia, poverty, unempk*' 
ment and homelessness. 

In his last Sunday seni^ 
of the year, the 
implicitly criticised unnw' 
ried and homosexual coo' 

pies and proere^ 1 * 
through surrogate moih^ 
‘The family is the *“■. j 
and safeguard of a ***• j 
free and close-knit ' , 
ety" the Pope said, frj* ‘ 
faced "attacks and^cna , 
lenges from all sides. 

He underscored 
urgency of protecting j 

promoting the •‘autfre*^ ; 
rights” of the family. ( 
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Northern Ireland fears retaliatory 
attacks after prison murder 
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An Indonesian security guard stands near the debris of Singapore's SilkAir Boeing 
737-300 at a hangar in Palembang, capital of south Sumatra (Reuter photo) 

SilkAir crash jet’s black box off 
to U.S. as mass grave prepared 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
flight recorder from a 
SilkAir jet which crashed 
killing 104 people last 
weekT was to be sent to the 
United States Sunday for 
decoding. 

Divers in South Sumatra 
have been unable to recov- 
er a single body intact from 
the 104 passengers, and 
crew on the Boeing 737- 
300 flight, and investiga- 
tors are planning a mass 
grave for the remains 
which have been recov- 
ered, the Republika daily 
reported. 

Transport Minister 
Haryanto Dhanudrto said 
the remains would be 
buried in the South Suma- 
tra capital of Palembang or 
near the crash site 65 kilo- 
metres away in Sungsang. 
a small fishing village. 

The data recorder was 
found Saturday embedded 
in the Musi River where 
the aircraft went down on 
Dec. 19, the state Antaifl/ 
news agency- reported. 

Ml Dhanutirto said the 
device would be sent to the 
National Transportation 
Safety Board in Washing- 
ton, DC. 

The head of the Indone- 
sian Air Crash Investiga- 
tion Commission said the 
search would continue for 
the cockpit voice recorder. 


“We can cany' out the 
investigation with one of 
the recordings, but some- 
times we need both of them 
to be sure of the results," 
Uiaijo Diran said. Thick 
layers of silt and the fast 
currents of the Musi River 
have hampered divers' 
efforts to salvage the 
remains of the Boeina 737- 
300. 

"It’s difficult because of 
the zero visibility condi- 
tions,” Xavier Lim told 
AFP. 

The recorder was report- 
edly intact and in good 
condition despite having 
been under water for eight 
days, the Suara Pembaruan 
afternoon daily reported 
Sunday. The recovered 
flight data recorder moni- 
tors critical instrument 
readings including the 
flight path, altitude, speed 
and direction of the plane. 

The cockpit voice 
recorder captures radio 
transmissions, and. sounds 
' in the cockpit, such as the 
: pilots' voices, and engine 
noises. 

Investigators have been 
unwilling to speculate on 
the cause of the tragedy, 
but several villagers near 
the crash site reported 
hearing explosions before 
the plane went down. Less 
than 20 per cent of the 


plane has been recovered. 

Singapore’s Sunday 
Times cautioned, however, 
that discovery of the black 
boxes from crashed planes 
did not always bring inves- 
tigators any closer to rhe 
truth. 

A pilot of more than 30 
years told the Sunday 
Times: "You can tell what 
happened to the plane, but 
you cannot tell what 
caused it to happen that 
way.” 

A probe could take 
months or years, he said, as 
investigators must look at 
supporting evidence such 
as the spread of the wreck- 
age. 

The flighr data recorder 
was the first major Find for 
investigators, nine days 
after the 1 0-month-old jet 
crashed, on a flight from 
Jakarta to Singapore. 

Other fragments recov- 
ered from the plane have 
all been badly tom apart, 
including one of the wheels 
found shredded. 

None 'of the 97' passen- 
gers or seven crew mem- 
bers is believed to have 
survived rhe crash, the first 
in the history of SilkAir or 
its parent company. Singa- 
pore Airlines. Indonesian 
and Singaporean investiga- 
tors have set Jan. 2 as the 
deadline for the search. 


BELFAST (AFP) _ 
Northern Ireland fears a 
wave of retaliatory attacks 
after a man was shot dead 
in an upsurge of violence 
Saturday, hours after a 
renegade loyalist paramili- 
tary leader was murdered 
in prison. 

The Saturday night inci- 
dent at a hotel and night- 
club in Dungannon, south- 
west of Belfast, was the 
most serious since an IRA 
ceasefire gave a boost to 
the peace process in July. 

A 45-year-old man died 
after being shot in the head 
and three people, including 
a 14-year-old boy, were 
wounded when masked 
men pulled into a carpark 
in Dungannon and opened 
fire, apparently at random. 

The killing was pan of an 
outbreak of violence which 
saw two buses and several 
cars hijacked and burnt late 
Saturday in Protestant- 
majoriry areas in the wake 
of the murder of loyalist 


extremist Billy "King Rat” 
Wright, 37. in the top secu- 
rity Maze prison earlier in 
the day. 

Wright was shot dead by 
two inmates belonging to 
the extreme Irish National 
Liberation Army (INLAj 
who climbed onto a roof 
and fired on the head of the 
100-strong Loyalist Volun- 
teer Force (LVF) as he 
waited for a van to take 
him to a visitors’ area. 

Afterwards the men sur- 
rendered two firearms and 
turned themselves in to 
prison authorities. 

Immediate threats of 
reprisals for the killing 
came from the LVF, which 
pledged in a statement to 
increase its ‘‘theatre of 
operations” in the coming 
weeks. 

The target of Saturday 
night's attack — # hotel- 
nightclub frequented by 
Catholics — strongly indi- 
cated it was a response to 
the murder of Wright. 


Hashimoto regrets 
murder of Japanese 
students in Peru 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Prime Minister Rvu taro 

Hashimoto Sunday expressed 
disquiet at the murder of two 
Japanese students in Peru, for 
which 14 Peruvian soldiers 
have been detained. 

“If members of the military 
killed them, it is totally outra- 
geous.” Mr. Hashimoto said. 

Chiaki Ito. 22, and Takahiro 
Miyashita, 23, both of 
Tokyo’s Waseda University, 
were killed while on an Ama- 
zon River expedition. Thejr 
bodies * were reportedly 
hacked .to bits. 

Mr. Hashimoto also said 
however that more care 
should be taken in planning 
foreign trips. 

The detained soldiers were 
members of a military unit 
that controls river traffic from 
Pern to Colombia and Brazil, 
officials in Lima said. 

"In Peru, there are terrorist 
organisations other than the 
Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement (MRTA) and ten- 


sion is running high between 
them and the government 
troops.” 

"What I don't know is how 
safety arrangements there 
were made in advance,” the 
prime minister said. “Adven- 
ture is fraught with danger. 
And that danger should be 
kept to the minimum through 
preparations well in 
advance.” 

"Being an adventure fan 
myself, I doubt if they made 
sufficient preparations in 
advance,” Mr. Hashimoto 
told reporters at his official 
' residence. 

One year ago, leftist MRTA 
rebels seized the Japanese 
ambassador’s residence in 
Lima and held hostage hun- 
dreds of guests at a Dec. 17 
reception to honour Japanese 
Emperor Akihito’s birthday. 

The 1 26-day standoff 
ended with the deaths of 17 
people, including all 14 
rebels, one hostage and two 
soldiers. 


Hong Kong to slaughter 

all chickens to stop bird flu °f mer S er i um P s 

the gun — Buthelezi 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
The Hong Kong govern- 
ment Sunday ordered the 
slaughter of all chickens 
in the territory in a bid to 
stamp out deadly bird flu 
which has killed four 
people and caused rising 
panic. 

Between 1.2 million 
and 1.3 million chickens 
at farms and markets 
would be destroyed in a 
massive 24-hour opera- 
tion stoning Monday, the 
government said. 

Fourteen new outpa- 
tient centres would be 
opened to cope with hun- 
dreds of anxious people 
who have besieged hos- 
pitals and clinics fearing 
they may have caught the 
virus, officials said.. 

The slaughter was 

ordered after the discov- 
ery' of large numbers of 
dead chickens at a farm 
and the sudden deaths of 
chickens in a market. 

It was announced as 
health officials con- 

firmed that a woman who 
died last Tuesday had 
been suffering from the 
H5N1 virus. 

The deadly flu, previ- 
ously only found in poul- 
try. also claimed the lives 
of two children and a 54- 
year-old man. 

“The government has 
decided in public health 
interests to kill birds in 
all local farms as it is dif- 
ficult to say if cross 
infection has taken 
Place," said Director of 
Health Dr. Margaret 
Chan. 

Economic Services 
Secretary Stephen Ip said 
the slaughter was neces- 
sary as birds could have 


passed on the disease 
when they were kept 
together in farms before 
being moved on to mar- 
kets. 

"Cross infection could 
not be ruled out,” he said. 

As soon as the farms 
and markets have been 
cleared of chickens the 
facilities will be disin- 
fected in a "thorough 
cleansing.” Assistant 
Director of Agriculture 
and Fisheries K.K. Liu 
said. 

Birds will be slaugh- 
tered with carbon dioxide 
and the disinfected car- 
casses will be dumped at 
landfill sites. 

A farm in Yuen Long, 
where the dead birds 
were found and a market 
at Cheung Sha Wan were 
Sunday placed under 
quarantine. 

A ban on imports of 
chickens from the main- 
land will remain until the 
operation is complete 
and tests confirm that 
birds' on the mainland are 
clear of the virus. Mr. Liu 
said. 

Mr. Ip said he would 
approach the Provisional 
Legislature for funding 
to compensate owners of 
slaughtered birds. Initial 
estimates put the cost per 
bird at around 30 Hong 
Kong dollars ($3,8). he 
said. 

Dr. Chan said samples 
would be taken from 
pigs, ducks, geese and 
other poultry kept near 
chickens to make sure the 
virus had not spread. 

She reiterated that there 
was only a slim chance 
that the bird flu could be 
passed between humans 


and that the main mode 
of transmission was from 
bird to human. She 
advised anyone who had 
bought live poultry to 
clean their hands and dis- 
pose of the birds. 

Health checks would 
also be provided for 
chicken farmers and 
poultry workers. Dr. 
Chan said. 

Besides the four deaths, 
another eight confirmed 
and eight suspected cases 
of the H5N1 virus have 
been identified. 

Meanwhile, the head of 
the World Health Organi- 
sation (WHO) virus unit 
in Geneva, Dr. Daniel 
Lavanchy. was quoted by 
the Sunday Standard 
newspaper as saying he 
believed a doctor had 
caught the virus from a 
patient. 

The patient, a boy who 
died in May, became the 
world's first known 
human victim of the 
virus. 

Public panic over the 
outbreak has spread 
across the border to 
China’s Guangdong 
province, the Sing Tao 
Daily reported. 

Even though Chinese 
authorities say no trace 
of the virus has been 
found on the mainland, 
sales of chickens have 
plunged between 10 and 
20 percent in Guangzhou 
and in Shenzhen on the 
border with Hong Kong. 

The price of the birds 
has dropped 10 per cent 
in both places, mirroring 
the situation in Hong 
Kong where chicken 
sales have plunged. 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Talk of a merger between 
the Zulu nationalist Inkatha 
Freedom Party and South 
Africa's ruling ANC is pre- 
mature, IFP leader Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi said in a let- 
ter to .a newspaper published 
Sunday. 

’ Because a number of 
issues relating to a peace 
pact between the IFP and the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) had still to be 
resolved. Mr. Buthelezi said 
"talking about a merger of 
the two parties is tantamount 
to jumping the gun." 

Vicious factional fighting 
between the two parties has 
cost more than 20,000 lives 
in 1 1 years in eastern 
KwaZulu-Natal province 
and in migrant workers hos- 
tels in black townships sur- 
rounding Johannesburg. 

But there were strong indi- 
cations at this month’s ANC 
conference that the party 
leadership was considering 
an alliance of the two 
biggest black parties in 
South Africa. 

President Nelson Mandela 
set the tone when he said on 
television that an alliance 
with the IFP. the ANC’s tra- 
ditional enemy, would allow 
black South Africans to 
“speak with one voice.” 

Mr. Buthelezi. in his letter 
to the Sunday Independent 
weekly, said talk by the 
ANC of merger was "no 
more than kite flying, as it 
has not been formally pre- 
sented to me and the IFP.” 

“People who talk so glibly 
about a ‘merger’ are insensi- 
tive to the killing between 
members of the ... ANC and 


the IFP,” he said adding that 
at least 400 IFP leaders and 
"thousands of our members 
and supporters” had been 
killed in the ongoing power 
struggle. 

"The IFP certainly seeks 
rapprochement with the 
ANC and reconciliation in 
order to agree to differ on 
policy matters without the 
killings, which even now 
continue unabated” Mr. 
Buthelezi added. 

Earlier this month, senior 
IFP official Sipo Mzimela, 
correctional services minis- 
ter in Mr. Mandela's nation- 
al unity government, set the 
ball rolling when he called 
for a merger with the ANC. 

He was immediately 
slapped down by the IFP’s 
35-member national coordi- 
nating committee, which 
said Mr. Mzimela’s views 
did not reflect IFP policies. 

In a separate article, mean- 
while, the Sunday Indepen- 
dent carried interviews with 
LFP members who have 
borne the brum of the politi- 
cal violence, at the Zulu- 
speaking Dube Hostel in 
Soweto, near Johannesburg. 

In the main, according to 
the report. IFP women sup- 
ported a merger as they 
believed it would bring a halt 
to the bloodletting. 

Men, however, were vehe- 
mently opposed to an 
alliance with their bitter ene- 
mies. 

"The ANC has long killed 
our brothers and now they 
want to be one with us," one 
man, Petros Hlongwane, 
said "There is a lot that must 
be done before we can talk 
of a merger.” 


although no information 
was known about the vic- 
tim. 

Despite calm in the 
province Sunday morning 
following the overnight 
trouble, politicians and 
police were appealing to 
both communities to avoid 
action which could threat- 
en the peace process, kick- 
started when the IRA 
announced a ceasefire in 
July. 

Police threw up road- 
blocks on the main roads 
between Catholic and 
Protestant neighbourhoods 
of Belfast to block sectari- 
an clashes. 

The leader of the Ulster 
Unionist Party < UUP), Ken 
Maginnis. called for calm 
Sunday "before the situa- 
tion gets out of hand.” 

In a television interview 
with GMTV, he also called 
for the resignation of the 
British secretary of state 
for Northern Ireland, Mo 
Mowlam. Mr. Mowlam 


rejected the demand and 
was among voices appeal- 
ing for calm, including 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

An internal inquiry is to 
be launched at the Maze, 
which holds 500 inmates, 
both loyalist and national- 
ist paramilitaries, making it 
the largest terrorist deten- 
tion centre in Western 
Europe. 

Police will also hold an 
enquiry into how INLA 
prisoners obtained 

weapons to carry out the 
attack on Wright. 

Wright's murder has 
enflamed the Protestant 
community despite his 
controversial position as an 
active opponent of the 
ceasefire. 

Loyalists who wish to 
maintain links with Britain 
have already been angered 
by what they perceive as 
favourable treatment 
towards Republican pris- 
oners. 

Some smaller loyalist 


groups regarded as impor- 
tant to the peace process 
have threatened to pull out 
from negotiations. 

Loyalist hardliners 
accuse London and Dublin 
of selling out to the repub- 
licans. 

Representatives of 

Protestant militias have 
threatened to quit the talks 
in the New Year following 
a meeting between British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
and Gerry Adams, head of 
the IRA's political wing, 
Sinn Fein. 

Wright, who was serving 
eight years on a conviction 
of making death threats, 
had a death sentence put on 
his head by the Combined 
Loyalist Paramilitary 
Command for his vocifer- 
ous opposition to the 
ceasefire. 

The renegade force he 
headed has been held 
responsible for the murders 
of at least four Catholics 
since its creation in 1996. 


Expulsion order against foreign 
journalist delayed in Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodia will delay an 
expulsion order against a 
Western television corre- 
spondent to give him time 
to apologise" for allegedly 
"unfair reporting,” a senior 
official said Sunday. 

Secretary of State for 
Information Khie>j Kan- 
harith said an apology 
would end the expulsion 
threat against veteran 
Canadian journalist Ed 
Fitzgerald of Asia Busi- 
ness News (ABN). 

"Up to now. I have not 
received any response 
from Ed,” Khieu Kanharith 
said. "I have not signed the 
order yet and T will give 
him one more day. It all 
depends on him.” 

Fitzgerald, dean of the 
foreign press corps in 
Phnom Penh, said Sunday 
he could not comment on 
the expulsion or the 
requested apology as he 
had still received no offi- 
cial word on the matter 
which came to light Fri- 
day. 

Khieu Kanharith said 


only an apology from 
Fitzgerald, coupled with a 
correction for "false infor- 
mation" contained in a 30- 
minute "Year in Review" 
programme aired last week 
could rescind the order. 

The story cast doubts on 
whether Cambodia's judi- 
cial system was indepen- 
dent. citing apparently 
selective and politically- 
motivated prosecutions, an 
allegation that Khieu Kan- 
harith termed “untrue and 
unfair.” 

The delay in executing 
the order came as an 
international press watch- 
dog condemned the deci- 
sion to expel Fitzgerald, 
who has been covering 
Cambodia since 198S and 
has lived in Phnom Penh 
since 1992. 

"This decision is in com- 
plete contradiction with 
the current words of the 
Cambodian authorities, 

which have affirmed a 
return to democratic prac- 
tices and the restoration of 
freedoms.” Reporters 
Without Borders said Sat- 


urday in an open letter to 
Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen. ABN was one of 
four news outlets criticised 
publicly by Hun Sen for 
giving Cambodia a bad 
reputation and scaring off 
much-needed investment 
after the violent ouster of 
C 0 -Premier Prince 

Norodom Ranariddh. 

Hun Sen also named 
CNN, the New York Times 
and the Washington Post as 
offenders but only ABN 
has a correspondent based 
permanently in Cambodia. 
Last week, the government 
warned the national and 
international press it would 
take legal action- agaihst 
them if their reporting was 
deemed to be biased. 

The government also 
instructed them to use two 
official sources when 
reporting on any subject 
which could "affect 
national security or politi- 
cal stability.” 

The two items are cov- 
ered in Cambodia’s .press 
law. 


National Project Coordinator 


We are launching an innovative project in the field of micro-enterprise 
development and training. The objective of this project is to generate 
employment in handicrafts through the development of adequate training 
mechanisms and business support services, among which the establishment 
of a business incubator. This project will combine direct support to micro 
enterprises, institutional development and policy advice. 

we are looking for a motivated project coordinator who will ensure the 
overall management and coordination of the project. The coordinator will 
cany out project planning and implementation as well as a number of specific 
tasks such as undertaking needs assessments, identifying opportunities, 
undertaking marker research and feasibility' studies, defining and 
implementing a strategy for the establishment of a business incubator, 
promoting cost-effective services to the artisans and evaluating their impact, 
preparing progress reports, etc.. 

Qualifications required 

- A university degree in business administration, economics, marketing, 
engineering, or related disciplines. 

- A minimum of eight years of experience in the private sector in the field of 
small enterprise development or the promotion of craft development 
activities, with proven skills in small business consultancy and training, 
and managerial experience. 

- Excellent managerial, organizational and administrative skills. 

- Strong analytical and conceptual skills with an ability to address both macro 
and micro issues and apply these skills in the day to day implementation of 
the project. 

- Capacity to develop feasibility studies, sectoral studies and business 
opportunity identification plans. 

- Ability to adjust to changing market conditions. 

- Ability to foster partnership and support. 

-Effective verbal and written communication and negotiation skills. 
Experience at developing and maintaining relationships at all levels. 

- Proficiency in written and spoken English and Arabic. 

- Excellent computer skills with experience of software packages related to 
business administration and planning. 

Starting date: the appointment will commence as soon as possible, after the 
satisfactory outcome of post-interview enquiries. 

Applications for this post are sought from both men and women. 

Applications in English with detailed curriculum vitae showing positions held 
and current salary should be submitted to P. O. Box 35286, statin? Ref 
NATCOORD clearly on your envelope. 

Closing date for receipt of completed applications is 15 January' 1998. 

Only shortlisted applicants will be contacted. 
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Mission made 
difficult 


IT IS bad enough that Jordanian dailies and 
weeklies have to operate under the current 
Press and Publications Law; to carry out 
their journalistic duties under the new 
restrictions imposed upon them by the 
Parliament’s General Secretariat makes 
their mission simply unbearable. No won- 
der all the daily newspapers have decided to 
boycott Parliament’s session and will not 
cover its deliberations until their griev- 
ances are addressed. 

We need to view the recent limitations on 
the free movement of reporters in the 
Parliament building in their wider context. 
In the wake of the adoption of the current 
press law, the journalists appear to have 
been the target of attacks from not just one 
but several sides. What possible damage can 
ensue from the free movement of reporters 
to warrant the new curbs? How can a viable 
and operational democracy function and 
attain its ultimate objectives in the absence 
of a dynamic and responsible media? 
Should Parliament decide to conduct its 
debates in camera we might be able to 
understand the new limitations. But this is 
not the case now. Sessions of Parliament 
should be as free and as accessible to the 
public as possible. Otherwise there is no 
sense, in holding public debates as distin-.. 
guished from closed doors meetings. 

We therefore call for the immediate lifting 
of the restrictions on the free movement of 
reporters and call on the speakers of both 
the Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament 
to reexamine their secretariats’ decision in 
this regard. There is a thin line that sepa- 
rates in-house regulations from anti-democ- 
ratic measures that needs to be kept in mind 
and respected. Freedom of the press cannot 
be safeguarded if the journalists are taken 
for granted under whatever guise that suits 
the officials. The sooner the dispute between 
parliamentary officials and the newspapers 
is settled, the better it would be for our 
country as a whole. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al RaTs Fahed Fanek Sunday urged the government 
to request the U.N. sanctions committee to allow Royal 
Jordanian planes to transport passengers and humani- 
tarian aid to Iraq. It is true that earlier requests by 
Jordan were rejected by the committee, bur most 
recently it granted permission for a maritime route 
between Dubai and Uni Qasr port in Iraq, with vessels 
carrying food and medicine in exchange for oil which 
the U.N. has allowed Iraq to export, said the writer. 
During his recent visit to Jordan Iraq's deputy prime 
mnister. Tareq Aziz, said there is nothing in the sanc- 
tions regime that prohibits civilian aircraft from flying 
to and from Baghdad, and it is up to Jordan to take the 
decision in this matter, according to the writer. Noting 
that Jordan has secured the U.N. committee's permis- 
sion to continue to import Iraqi oil. a matter which is 
considered more difficult to attain, the writer said the 
Kingdom can try to secure flights at least for humani- 
tarian reasons. He said Jordan, which enjoys high cred- 
ibility in the eyes of the world community, can benefit 
from air transport with Iraq as much as the Iraqis can. 
He said Amman will certainly open the door for further 
Iraqi contacts with the outside world, reducing the psy- 
chological barrier now separating Iraq from the world 
community. 


AI Aswaq's Mohammad Amin said that since Jordan 
depends on Iraq for oil and for a great part of its nation- 
al exports, it should seek and make plans for laying a 
pipeline to cany Iraqi oil to the refinery in Zarqa or to 
the seaport at Aqaba. Without Iraqi oil. Jordan will find 
it most difficult to purchase its needs of this precious 
commodity for its industry and domestic needs, he said. 
The private sector in Jordan which benefits from the 
continuation of Iraqi oil flow to Jordan can and should 
contribute to the construction of this pipeline, he added. 
Furthermore. Jordan is in need of a modem railway 
connecting it with Iraq. This offers a cheap means for 
transporting Jordanian products to Iraqi markets and 
transporting Iraqi goods imported via Aqaba, according 
to the writer. As Iraq constitutes the strategic depth of 
Jordan, and as the Kingdom's main market in Iraq 
which is buying Jordanian products and as Iraqi oil is 
bought at concessional? prices. Jordan has every reason 
to begin laying an oil pipeline and a railway, said the 
writer. Such projects, he added, are bound to secure the 
necessary muscle for Jordan’s industry and can help the 
Kingdom’s unemployed find jobs. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Developing countries and 
globalisation: An assessment 


DEVELOPING COUNTRIES have 
been moving toward globalisation 
through removal of protectionist 
policies, harmonisation of stan- 
dards. liberalisation of trade 
through rhe dismantling of customs 
and non-customs barriers, and the 
opening of their banking sectors 
allowing the free-flow of capital 
earnings: Between 1965-95 33 
countries became relatively open 
economies. In fact, developing 
countries, which have liberalised 
their economies between 1988-92. 
have been some of jhe fastest grow- 
ing in terms of exports and imports. 
But has globalisation benefited the 
developing countries? The answer 
depends on whether one is thinking 
in absolute or relative terms. 

On the positive side, the share of 
the developing countries in trade 
worldwide has increased from 23 
per cent in 1985 to 29 per cent in 
1995. Inter-trade among developing 
countries has increased from 3 1 per 
cent of their total trade in 1985 to 
37 per cent in 1995. Furthermore, 
manufacturing seems to have 
assumed a larger role in trade as the 
manufacturing component of 
exports has increased from 47 per 
cent in 1985 to S3 per cent in 1995. 

In addition, capital markets in 
developing countries have become 
more connected to the capital mar- 
kets of the advanced countries as 
net capital flows to developing 
countries averaged $150 billion per 
annum in the period 1993-96 and 
came close to $200 billion in 1996. 
Most investment flows were in the 
form of portfolio and capital invest- 
ment. with private capital flows 
representing almost four per cent of 


the GDP in developing countries 
between 1994-1996. 

Labour on the other hand did not 
fare as well as capital, possibly due 
to the immobility of labour relative 
to capital. Furthermore, labour was 
forced to undergo structural adjust- 
ment due to the technological revo- 
lution that spurred the growth of the 
developed economies in the 90s. 
Thus, unemployment in developing 
economies may increase in the 
short run as these economies under- 
go a transformation process similar 
to those already under way in 
advanced economies. In other 
words, as capital replaces labour, 
the latter becomes unemployed in 
the short run. In the medium to long 
terms, and as labour becomes better 
trained, unemployment should fall 
in these economies, hopefully to 
below present levels. 

Inter-country labour flows have 
increased dramatically in the past 
30 years. In 1965, only 75 million 
people lived in countries in which 
they were not bom; in 1990, this 
number almost doubled as it 
increased to 120 million. Labour . 
flows have been primarily between 
developing countries, possibly due 
to tough immigration laws and 
restrictions on labour movement 
from the developing to the devel- 
oped tyorld. However, and in spite 
of restrictions on labour mobility, 
flows from poor to rich countries 
have accelerated to explosive rates 
in the last 20 years — strong eco- 
nomic activity was, as always, the 
lure. 

Income levels in the developing 
countries have risen in absolute 
terms over the last 30 years as real 


income per capita more than dou- 
bled between 1965-95 in the devel- 
oping world. However, in relative 
terms, the gap between incomes in 
the developing and the developed 
economies seem to have widened, 
in spite of several success stories. 
The gap grew in relative terms 
•especially in the Middle East and 
North Africa region. Furthermore, 
84 of the 108 countries classified as 
developing nations fall either in the 
lowest 20 percent or highest 20 per 
cent in this classification in terms 
of income: the number of develop- 
ing countries in the middle range 
decreased as countries joined either 
the upper or lowest quintile. 

Thus, globalisation has had mixed 
results- It took place simultaneous- 
ly as the gap between the rich and 
poor of the world increased, but 
this can be a matter of coincidence. 
In fact the technological revolution 
may have been behind the rise in 
disparity between the incomes of 
the rich and poor countries, there- 
fore, the answer to our question is 
not cut and dry. However, we know 
countries, which were among the 
first to globalise, have benefited. 
Jordan should have been a fast 
mover, latecomers do not get the 
worms- And just in case globalisa- 
tion has not been behind the gain to 
some of the developing countries 
(investment in physical and human 
capita] has contributed 90 per cent 
of the income growth between 
1960-92 and has been behind the 
technological revolution), Jordan 
should work more on attracting and 
facilitating inward investment 
flows and invest more in human 
capital. 


Christmas, Ramadan: A good time to reflect 
on issues important to Christians, Muslims 


By Thomas J. Fitzpatrick 


RECENTLY I travelled to the 
West Bank and returned 
through the northern entrance. 
Upon coming through passport 
control a voune security offi- 
cer welcomed me and asked 
who I was. Happy to be back 
in Jordan I told him my name 
and spontaneously said I was a 
Jordanian. Upon reflection this 
had some significance for me. 
I have been in Jordan for 10 
years and have not adjusted to 
certain aspects of the culture 
and have failed in Arabic. But 
1 simply said I was a 
Jordanian. This recognition of 
a growth in my identity has 
given me a sense of freedom in 
talking openly about some 
issues that are very difficult for 
Jordanians. A number of years 
ago I wrote seven articles for 
Jordan Times, and then I 
stopped because 1 had not 
come to the point of talking 
freely about those issues that 
really interested me. I am now 
at that point. 

This year Ramadan follows 
quickly after the beginning of 
Christmas for the various 
Christian communities. The 
[wo great religions in celebrat- 
ing these feasts are both 
returning to roots of the 
respective faiths. Christmas 
calls Christians io remember 
that the life of God among us is 
a gift, and Muslims in fasting 
are renewed in the conviction 
that God alone counts. That 
these two seasons come 
together reminds us all that 
Jordan is a place of religiously- 
minded people, most Muslims, 
some Christians, moving 
together in whatever direction 
Jordan is going. Here. I would 
like to list a few reflections I 
think are amongst the most 
important for Muslims and 
Christians in Jordjn at this 
time: 

I. Both Christians and 
Muslims share a responsibility 
before God to create a peaceful 
and just Jordan. Both 
Christians and Muslims in 
their faith are challenged to 
care for the poor. In the com- 
plex contemporary world this 
cannot just mean charitable 
handouts, but coming to grips 
with the roots of poverty and 
injustice. Muslims and 
Christians are challenged out 
of their respective faiths to 
work together toward this goal. 
When judgement comes, much 
will be asked not about how- 
much we have enjoyed our- 
selves. or how much wc have 
helped our individual families, 
but how much we have helped 
the poor people of Jordan and 
made the world we live in a 
better place, how much we 


have created peace and justice 
for all. In Jordan this is an 
undisputed area of needed 
cooperation betw-een. Muslims 
and Christians. 

2. There is a further impor- 
tant need in Jordan for 
Muslims and Christians to 
reflect on their faith in the con- 
temporary world. A few years 
ago I was shocked to speak 
with a medical student at 
Jordan University who could 
not accept the theory of evolu- 
tion. In the meantime I have 
found that in general many 
people in Jordan reject evolu- 
tion. I come from a back- 
ground where evolution is 
taken as a cultural assumption, 
fit is possible to accept evolu- 
tion and believe in God at the 
same timet. The position of the 
medical student was shallow 
and naive. What was apparent 
was that the student wav capa- 
ble in medical questions, but 
was ignorant of religious 
thinking and theory of science. 
There is an enormous lack in 
Jordan in an integrated reli- 
gious thinking. Jordan has 
taken on all the modern tech- 
nological conveniences but has 
avoided thinking about what is 
the meaning of all this. There 
may be much in scientific the- 
ory that is incompatible with 
the religious and philosophical 
history in Jordan. But where is 
such an engaged thinking hap- 
pening? 

This is a monumental chal- 
lenge for both Christians and 
Muslims. On this issue and 
many other issues Muslims 
and Christians come from the 
same cultural background and 
should be able to work fruitful- 
ly together. 

Wjthin the general lack of 
reflection in Jordan al the pre- 
sent time, communication is 
not only lacking on such issues 
as science and society, hut on 
many human issues common 
to Christians and Muslims. For 
example people avoid talking 
about cancer, death, sex and 
even religion itself. Motivation 
for this avoidance is often fear 
and superstition. The result is 
that many very central human 
issues arc not dealt with. 
Ignorance prevails, and adults 
remain as children with regard 
to basic human concerns- With 
regard to religious issues there 
is even an attitude amongst 
many that there is no need to 
discuss anything about the 
faith because discussion 
implies that there may be 
doubt, and since wc have no 
doubts about our faith tltere is 
no need of discussion. One 
result of this is that the faith, 
whether of Christian or 
Muslim, remains superficial 
and incapable of dealing with 


difficult contemporary issues. 
(Unless the whole gamut of 
human issues are openly dis- 
cussed in Jordan I believe that 
in the near future — it may 
have already begun — there 
will be widespread and major 
disruption with the youth. 
Because communication with 
the whole world is becoming 
easy through reading and such 
innovations as the Internet, the 
young will interpret this failure 
of discussion as a deliberate 
attempt at keeping people 
ignorant. All the reasons given 
for avoiding discussion — one 
I have heard is that people will 
only be disturbed and confused 
by such discussions — will 
backfire.) 

3. The third issue to be 
stressed is the question how 
Muslims and Christians in 
Jordan relate together on the 
level of faith itself. There is 
much in the papers about 
Muslim/Christian dialogue. 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has certainly- 
distinguished himself in the 
world in his interest in and cul- 
tivation of this religious dia- 
logue. Representatives or the 
Vaiican and other churches 
regularly attend meetings ded- 
icated to various issues in such 
dialogue. But there is the feel- 
ing that these meetings are dis- 
tant from the lives of people. 
Though necessary and helpful 
as these meetings arc there is 
also necessary fruitful growth 
in communication on other 
levels of faith experience. 
What is missing in the relation 
between Muslims and 
Christians is faith contact in 
every day experience. I am not 
proposing that I would know- 
how to meet this desire. Bui l 
am convinced that, in Jordan. 
Christians and Muslims as 
Christian and Muslim would 
gain very much from one 
another through shared experi- 
ence of the faith — through 
shared experience of God. 

That there is suspicion in lire 
relations between Muslims and 
Christians is historically 
understand able. Haired has 
been mutually expressed — 
hatred that has resulted in 
killing. There has been the idea 
shared by both Christians and 
Muslims that the opponent 
must be converted to be saved. 
And that killing “infidels" is 
justified since they live in 
falsehood condemned by God. 
If there was ever any justifica- 
tion of such a position, there is 
certainly no justification now. 
There is no justification for 
killing for the “truth" or killing 
because it is supposedly 
“God's will" (what kind of 
God is that!). The challenge 
for us all no» is not to convert 


one another to our position (by 
any means, but especially by 
coercion) but to help one 
another become better what we 
profess to be. We have how the 
great historical challenge of 
mutual enrichment. 

4. This brings us to perhaps 
the most important point in the 
relation between Christians 
and Muslims, and it is summed 
up in the question: Is the God 
the Christians worship and the 
God the Muslims worship the 
same God? It may be easier for 
the Muslims to say that this 
God is the same, because they 
recognise a development in 
revelation which includes 
Jesus and recognise the People 
of the Book. For some 
Christians, perhaps even many 
Christians, admitting that the 
God of the Muslims and God 
of the Christians is the same 
may be very difficult. But very- 
deep movements are happen- 
ing w’ilhin Christianity. The 
Second Vatican Council in 
1965 decreed that recognition 
is to be made of the ‘Truth*' 
present in other religions. This 
statement has many implica- 
tions: One. that the Christians 
do not have all the truth (or 
how could ’truth' be present in 
other religions”?): secondly, 
that if there is "iruih" in other 
religions our God must be pre- 
sent since "God is truth." This 
is a very great advance, 
indeed! To recognise that wc 
worship the same God makes 
it easier to respect one another 
and encourage one another in 
the faith wc profess. 

In this time of Ramadan and 
Christmas there is the opportu- 
nity for Christians and < 
Muslims to reflect about the j 
essence of their respective ' 
laiths and the relations 
between these two great rcli- 1 
gions. The challenges for 
reflection offered here arc 
briefly stated in the following: 

1. As Muslims and Christians 
wc stand responsible together 
before God for peace and jus- 
tice in Jordan: 2. We have the 
need to reflect out of a com- 
mon religious background on 
Ihc many and various needs of 
the people of Jordan: 3. We 
have to gel beyond the desire 
to convert one another: the 
challenge is to enrich one 
another and help one another 
become better what we profess 
to be: 4. Much fruitful reflec- 
tion would come from the gen- 
eral recognition that Christians 
and Muslims adore the same 
God. 


Human Rights File 

Fearing the 
bi national state 


By Waleed M- Sadi 


IT IS interesting to pause sometimes and reflect on how 
Israel would look some 50 on. Half a century away seems 
too long to visualise, but in “state age" it is just around the 
comer. The prompter to think or imagine so far ahead is 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's recent pronounce- 
ments that the West Bank is part of Ereiz Israel and that if 
Israel wishes to be generous or benevolent with the 
Palestinians, it may give them functional control over one- 
third of their territories. 

Former Israeli Prime Minister Shimort Peres is dreading 
the thought of keeping so much Palestinian land because he 
fears that that would inevitably lead to a bi-national suae. 
Ariel Sharon. Israel’s minister of infrastructure appears 
ready to dismiss Peres’ long term concerns because he prob- 
ably believes he can force more Palestinians from the W C m 
B ank and Gaza Strip by applying draconian measures 
against them. Sharon was fatally wrong during his Lebanese 
campaign in 1982 and he does seem to have learnt a bil from 
his past colossal misjudgements. It is simply flabergasiing 
that Sharon still carries so much political weight and exerls 
so much clout on Netanyahu despite his dismal record as a 
“statesman." 

In retrospect, we don't have to wait for the prognosis of 
Peres to materialise to start viewing Israel as a binationai 
state. Only through a myopic eye would one believe that 
Israel is not a Jewish state already. With more than one quar- 
ter of its population made up of Palestinian Arabs. Israel is 
already a bi-national state. When Israel goes ahead with its 
master plan to incorporate the rest of former Palestine into 
its own territory, it would seal the future of Israel as a bi- 
national state. Give or take a few decades from now. the 
composition of the population of Israel would have changed 
so dramatically as to certainly make it a binationai country. 
The “absorbtion" of even half of the two million 
Palestinians living in the West Bank and Gaza Strip is sure 
to lead to this conclusion. 

According to this scenario, the Palestinian side would be 
better advised to decline any Israeli offer to hand over to 
them limited sovereignty powers over one-third or even one 
half of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The Palestinian ques- 
tion has been in the making over a century. It will be re- 
made over the next century if the Palestinian people can 
articulate a long range perspective. Anything short of the 
return of 80 per cent of the West Bank including East 
Jerusalem should be rejected by the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). 

Of course there is always the risk that the colonisation of 
the Palestinian areas by Jewish settlers would continue 
unabated should the peace process come to a complete bait. 
In return, the Palestinians should try to colonise pockets of 
lands within Israel itself. The Israeli Arabs’ efforts to expand , 
and consolidate their grip in the Galilee region could be 
funded by Arab investment. Arabs living in Jaffa Haifa.: 
Acre and above all Jerusalem could be also be assisted 
financially to withstand the Israeli pressures to have them 
removed. Aided by an effective civil rights movement, the 
Arab population of Israel is destined not only to increase but 
also attain more and more political power and clout' 

Since Netanyahu-Sharon and like-minded Israelis contend 
that the area between the sea and the Jordan River is too 
small to divide up and that Israel needs 20 kilometres along 
the Jordan Valley and another 20 or so kilometers beyond 
the former green line, then the stage is set for keeping the 
geographic unity of former Palestine intact. That is the vet) 
prescription to turn Israel into a binationai country, some - 1 
thing that the Palestinians have always asked for provided I 
they are given their full civil and political rights. j 

As long as Jews yearn for Hebron and Jerusalem and J 
Jericho, and the Palestinians yearn for Jaffa. Ramallah. ■ 
Lidd, Haifa and Acre, then the stage is set for a situation 1 
that could easily culminate in the formation of a pluralistic j 
country that is alien to the existing Israel. j 


LETTERS 


Forced into a mould 


To the editor: 


IN LETTERS to the Editor i Jordan Times. Nov.20-21 j >ou pm* 1 
cd a letter questioning the wisdom of erecting a wooden dumeortt • 
the reception hall of the Umayyad palace on Jabal Al Qal'a i" j 
Amman, when there was still doubt among scholars as to whcihtf' 
the building was domed or not.ln his reply (Jordan Times. | 
23). Dr. Ghazi Bishch. Director-General of Antiquities and ow"‘ 
the world s most noted experts on the archaeology and archiiceturr 
of the Umayyad period, denied that there was doubt, citing «Ji— , 
emeries claimed by Dr. Antonio Almagro of window sills from tlx • 
dome in place on the roof of the building, and voussoifi »!■*; 
apparently belonged to the comer squinchcs. ; 

It is highly unlikely that Dr. Almagro has any such clear pi** ' 
There are many Roman architectural stones reused in the building 
which could give the impression of being window sills, while (**; 
cornices which are known to have been in place in old pb-" 
tographs, and which would have been placed lower in the ; : 
than any M w indow bills." all fell off at the beginning of the 3# 
century, possibly as a result of a British bombing raid against ll* 
Turks in the spring of 1918. Voussoir blocks found on the pound 
could have belonged to arches from a number of different build- : 
ings. At any rate these discoveries have not been published, so lh Jj ’ ; 
it is impossible for the scientific world to judge the value ofP* ■ 
Almagro 's claims. 

It is true that the building does need to be roofed over, lor tbc 
carved decoration has suffered badly from acid air pollute- : 
However, it is the normal practice in international convcrvaW 1 .; 
architecture, where there is some doubt about the original form rI 1 
llte building, to cany out the protection works in a style which 1 '., j 
obviously different from the original architecture, so that vrMft*S 
arc not confused. In this case the centre of the building sh»»uW; 
have been covered with a clear plastic or glass roof, letting in P 1 ^ 
ly of light. It is not usual for an architect to impose one parlkuL ■ 
reconstruction hypothesis, when it is known that alternatives 

In my personal opinion there is not the slightest doubt that # 
building was originally intended lo be open in the centre. 1* 
niched facades are a beautiful imitation of the Iraqi style to he ^ 

in the facades ol the palace nf Taq-i Kisra at Ctcsiphon. II ^ 5C - 
werc protected from the weather, the extensive decorations 6°* 
would have been executed in a more delicate material * 
painted or carved plaster, rather than the tough stone carw»S 
was actually done. It seems a pity that this wonderful building- * • 
evocative of the unity of the Arab World, between east and 
between Iraq and Jordan, .should be forced into a uniquely WrfJJ 
mould by the addition of a Bvzantine si vie dome by the Span^. 
architects. 


The writer is director of The 
Jesuit Centre and director of 
the Bethlehem University 
Religions Education 

Programme in Amman. 


Alastair 

MailredeConrertffl^ 
Art el Arch col ogie 

University de fcirifrSorW^' 
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Reports of human rights abuses soar 
leading up to Kenya’s presidential polls 
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JCHNYANS ARE demanding change. Their 
country's human rights record is stained by 
repressive laws, torture, ill-treatment and 
police killings. Prison conditions are appalling. 
Courts impose cruel and inhuman punishments 
such as caning, while hundreds of people 
remain under sentence of death. The authorities 
have harassed and intimidated opposition 
politicians, student activists, journalists and 
human rights defenders. 

In September 1997, following widespread 
national and international pressure for constitu- 
tional and legal reform in the run-up to Lhe 
elections, the government conceded to dia- 
logue with opposition politicians and a package 
of minimal reforms was agreed and enacted. 
These included removing sections of the Penal 
Code relating to sedition, restricting the power 
of local authorities to arrest and detain people, 
and repealing provisions for detention without 
trial. 

These reforms have been cautiously wel- 
comed within Kenya. However, many Kenyans 
continue to question the government’s real 
commitment to human rights reform, arguing 
that these minimal reforms owe much to polit- 
ical expediency and are likely to mean little in 
practice. At the same time as these reforms 
were being discussed, meetings by opposition 
politicians were violently broken up, civic edu- 
cation meetings were stopped and the political 
violence in the coastal region, which has 
claimed the lives of over 50 people and dis- 
placed around one thousand others, continued. 
This violence mirrors similar killings in which 
the government was implicated during the pre- 
vious elections. 

It is dear that the reforms do not go nearly far 
enough in introducing wholesale political 
reforms and human rights safeguards. 

This is something that urgently needs to be 
done. .As frustration with the government has 
mounted, so have levels of violence. If the gov- 
ernment wishes to stop such violence reaching 
endemic proportions, it must introduce com- 
prehensive reforms now and engage in genuine 
dialogue with all those calling for reform. Only 
then can it hope to adequately address the huge 
range of human rights abuses perpetrated in 
Kenya. 

Torture — a climate of fear 

“They told me to lick my blood off the floor 
and make it clean.” 

More than a year after his ordeal, 1 9-year-old 
Samuel talks in chilling detail about his torture 
by Kenyan police. Twice a day for two months 
Samuel was taken to i .torture chamber, 
stripped naked and beaten all over his body. 
About twelve' men, all wearing suits, were 
there — four carrying out the torture and the 
others watching and applauding. They tied 
electric wire round his testicles and then pulled 
it repeatedly for about three minutes. The pain 
was excruciating. 

Samuel was one of dozens of people from 
western Kenya arrested in 1995, accused of 
belonging to an underground movement, and 
held without charge or trial for up to a year. 
Most of them were tortured. 

Anyone arrested in Kenya is at risk of torture 
or ill-treatment. Police routinely beat criminal 
suspects, especially those who are poor and not 
in a position to pay bribes or pursue com- 
plaints. The beatings stop only when the sus- 
pect “confesses” — or dies. A1 believes that at 
least five people died under torture in 1996 
alone. 

Political prisoners are often subjected to sus- 
tained torture. Grassroots political activists, 
especially those from ethnic groups regarded as 
anti-government, have been tortured so severe- 
ly that some have been disabled for life. Suba 
Churchill Mechack. a student activist, was 
arrested four times in late 1995 and rortured 
during interrogation. “I was stripped naked and 
tortured by three special branch men iwhom he 
named). They... tried to pull out my toe nails 
with pliers, hit my knees with a hammer and 
twisted my fingers with spanners." He suffered 



A member of the Genera! Service Unit in Kenya kicks a disabled street boy (photo 

by Alexander Joe/AFP) 


long-term internal injuries. 

Torture in Kenya has been widely publicised 
by local and international human rights organi- 
sations and by the Kenyan press in recent 
years. Donor governments have also taken up 
the issue. This” pressure has led to some action 
by the Kenyan government. In February’ 1997 a 
new Police Commissioner publicly ordered all 
police officers to stop beating suspects during 
interrogation and to srop harassing journalists. 

In a landmark case in March 1997. three 
police officers from Embu were sentenced to 
10 years’ imprisonment for torturing a prisoner 
to death in 1994. The same month. Kenya 
acceded to the United Nations Convention 
against Torture and Other Cruel. Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, a legally 
binding international treaty which outlaws tor- 
ture. This exposes Kenya to scrutiny by other 
states. 

These measures appear to have had some 
limited effect in reducing the incidence of tor- 
ture. but much more needs to be done to elimi- 
nate the climate of impunity in which people 
believe that they can get away with torturing 
suspects. Determined action by those in author- 
ity is needed. 

Vulnerable groups 

Certain groups within Kenyan society are at 
particular risk. Children are imprisoned — 
especially street children, thousands of whom 
live in Nairobi — and abused by fellow prison- 
ers as well as by police and prison guards. 
Refugees are arbitrarily arrested and some- 
times deported. In July 1996. over 900 Somali 
refugees were forcibly returned to Somalia by 
the Kenyan army just six days after seeking 
asylum: in July 1997, at least SO Rwandese 
refugees were arrested, apparently without jus- 
tification. in Nairobi. 

Women who stand up for their rights are also 


punicukuly vulnerable. Female politicians, 
human rights activists and development work- 
ers have been intimidated, harassed and impris- 
oned by the authorities: some have been forced 
from their homes, raped and even killed in 
political violence instigated or condoned by 
those in power. Other women — particularly 
detainees, refugees and the displaced — have 
been raped, tortured and ill-treated by police 
and soldiers. Although Kenya has acceded to 
the United Nations Convention on the Elimina- 
tion of all Forms of Discrimination against 
Women, the convention has not been incorpo- 
rated into law. 

Killings by police 

Hundreds of Kenyans have been killed in 
recent years by the very people who are sup- 
posed to protect them: The police. The number 
of killings indicates either that the police are 
operating a 'shoot to kill” policy condoned at a 
senior level — which the authorities deny — or 
that they are out of control. 

Poorly paid and ill-disciplined police officers 
have extorted bribes, arrested and ill-treated' 
people who could not afford to pay them, vio- 
lently attacked peaceful protesters and shot at 
unarmed suspects with live ammunition. Some 
victims of police killings have died in custody 
as a result of torture. Others have been shot 
dead by police even though they posed no 
threat. Several political opponents of the gov- 
ernment have died in the suspicious circum- 
stances. 

According to the Kenya Human Rights Com- 
mission (KHRC). a local non-govemmental 
organisation. 316 people were killed by the 
police between 1994 and 1996. In response to 
the launch of a campaign against police killings 
by the KHRC, the Commissioner of Police 
claimed that in “few cases where police offi- 
cers have been found to have overstepped their 


powers, appropriate action has been taken.” 
This statement is simply untrue. Stephen 
Muthuo Kahara was just 21 -years-old when he 
was shor dead by administration police on 
October 1996. He was a lay Christian preacher 
who heard the cries of his neighbour being 
assaulted and, along with a number of other vil- 
lagers. went to help. He was reportedly shot at 
point-blank range as he lay injured on the 
ground by the side of the road. In response to 
AI’s request for information, the Attorney Gen- 
eral announced that “an inquest file was 
opened and has been placed before a magistrate 
for orders.” 

In December 1996, three university' students 
were shot dead in two separate incidents during 
student demonstrations. The killings provoked 
widespread revulsion and demands for the res- 
ignation of the Police Commissioner. He was 
subsequently replaced. A “thorough investiga- 
tion" was announced. Twelve police officers 
were charged in connection with one incident 
and an inquest was held in the other. 

However, unlawful killings by police have 
continued unabated: the KHRC recorded 11 
killings by police in the first two weeks of 1 997 
alone. 

Repression and resistance 

In theory, Kenya is a democratic state in 
which people have freedom of expression and 
association. In practice, many of those who 
criticise the government have been harassed, 
intimidated or worse. 

Opposition politicians and their supporters 
have been arbitrarily an-ested. interrogated and 
ill-treated. Meetings held by political parties, 
church groups, and civic and human rights 
organisations have been stopped or dispersed 
by police, sometimes violently. Critics of the 
government also face official harassment such 
as police raids on their homes and businesses, 
increased tax bills, denial of government con- 
tracts and dismissals from government posts. 

The authorities have used a whole array of 
repressive laws to restrict Kenyans' human 
rights. While the Bill of Rights in the Constitu- 
tion includes most basic rights, it also allows 
for these rights to be curtailed or ignored by the 
government in a wide range of circumstances. 
The constitution allows the president to declare 
a stare of emergency by issuing a notice in the 
Official Gazette and gives the president wide 
powers of political patronage. 

Kenya has agreed to be bound by a number of 
international human rights treaties — ro bring 
Kenya's laws into line with these standards 
requires far-reaching legal reforms. The consti- 
tution should be strengthened ro guarantee fun- 
damental rights at all rimes, and the courts 
should be empowered to be the guardians of 
the constitution. 

Opposition parties 

The Kenyan government was forced to aban- 
don the one-party state system in 1991 by a 
combination of internal and external pressures. 
There have been some improvements in the 
human rights situation, opposition parties have 
been legalised, and elections held. However, 
opposition politicians, including members of 
parliament, have faced serious police harass- 
ment. 

As the elections approached, violence against 
opposition politicians has intensified. Within 
one week in April 1997, there was a series of 
incidents in which members of parliament were 
targeted by police. Raila Odinga of the Nation- 
al Development Party of Kenya, and Oburu 
Odinga of FORD-Kenya were injured by 
police who broke up a meeting in Eldoret. 
Charity Kariuki Ngilu, of the Democratic 
Party, who had been beaten by police in 
November 1996. was besieged in her home by 
police. On 14 April the bodyguard of Michael 
Kijana Wamalwa, the FORD-Kenya chairman, 
was shot and wounded by police who were try- 
ing to prevent the opening of a FORD-Kenya 
office in Kakamega. 


Reform efforts 

Police and security forces have violently dis- 
rupted a number of pro-democracy rallies. On 
July 7, 1997. for example, 10 people were 
killed and scores injured when police and secu- 
rity forces reportedly used live ammunition, 
rubber bullets and teargas against crowds of 
peaceful demonsrrators. The demonstrators 
were marking the anniversary of the banned 
pro-democracy demonstration Saba Saba 
{Seven Seven) in Nairobi on July 7, 1990, 
when 30 people were killed and over 1.500 
arrested. 

In early May 1997 heavily armed police and 
paramilitary officers brutally prevented more 
than ten thousand people unending a pro- 
democracy rally at Kamukunji. a park in a 
Nairobi suburb. Later that month, police also 
fired teargas into a crowd of several thousand 
people who were peacefully praying at a rally 
in Uhuru Park, Nairobi. 

The closure of civic education seminars set 
up to inform Kenyans of their rights has been a 
feature of the pre-election period. On April 21, 
1997. for example, police broke up a Catholic 
Justice and Peace seminar in Kalokot. Lodwar. 
Officials arrived with six administration police. 
Eight people were arrested and several beaten. 
The same month, it emerged that the orders to 
prevent human rights education programmes 
taking place came from the highest level. 

Journalists have also been assaulted by police 
and by members of the youth wing of the rul- 
ing Kenya African National Union (KANU) 
party. They have been arrested and have had 
their cameras destroyed. Opposition newspa- 
pers have been impounded and printing press- 
es have been dismantled or firebombed. 

The judiciary 

The justice system has failed to defend peo- 
ple's basic rights. The president appoints the 
attorney general and the chief justice. Magis- 
trates who have made politically unpopular 
decisions have been transferred to remote 
areas. The judiciary has been criticised for 
being unduly influenced by the government, 
although several magistrates have dismissed 
confessions obtained through coercion. 

President Daniel arap Moi has stated that the 
courts should not interfere in land disputes or 
issues relating to political parties or 
universities. The attorney general has said that 
these were President Moi s personal views, but 
the power of the president in Kenya is such that 
they cannot be ignored. 

Magistrates have been prevented from 
attending legal meetings. In 1996 and 1997 the 
chief justice barred delegations of judges and 
magistrates from travelling to Law Society of 
East Africa conferences. Legal seminars within 
Kenya have also been restricted. 

Time to act 

The 1990s have been marked by a series of 
disastrous armed conflicts around cite world 
which the international community has fre- 
quently found itself unwilling or unable to 
bring "to a swift and satisfactory conclusion. 
The artirude of government seems to have 
been. “If only we'd been able to do something 
before things got so bad. We could have pre- 
vented this bloodshed, but it's fur too late 
now.” 

The current escalating conflict in Kenya 
could well be itie first stage of just such anoth- 
er preventable human rights catastrophe. The 
government has failed time and again to protect 
the basic human rights of Kenyans, as it has 
pledged to do by signing and ratifying 
international human rights treaties. It is there- 
fore imperative that the international commu- 
nity does not abandon the process for real 
reform. 


Amnesrv International. 


Khatami’s Iran rehabilitates fun 
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By John Daniszewski 

TEHRAN — As a director making 
movies about women in Iran, Tah- 
mineh Miiani was not exactly popular 
r at the strait-laced Ministry of Culture 

and Islamic Guidance. 

Her last film never made it into the- 
atres because it showed an 8-year-old 
r- ' girl who wasn’t wearing a hijab, the 
. . Islamic head covering. 

After that, she was prevented from 
making another film by a minisrry 
bureaucracy packed with former Rev- 
■ r olutionary Guards who, she says rue- 
fully, loved only war movies. 

But Miiani persisted, going regular- 
. ly to the ministry's film department to 
argue for her latest script. Two 
Women. Last month, after four years 
of waiting, she received an unexpect- 
ed reply: “No problem ." 

She credits Iran's new president, 
’ ’ Mohammad Khatami. 

; Thanks to him, Iran is becoming 

more open and exciting. Fun, even. 

“We think there will be a lot of 
things coming.” said 20-year-old Mir- 
r tra, a young woman whose life reflects 

a generation's frustration at living in a 
• ■ theocracy. She believes she was 
. . turned down for study by 'the educa- 
tion faculty at her university because 
■ her instructor did not find her style 
y,!J ir , sufficiently Islamic: A long coat and 
_ j: L ‘ . pcarf with blue jeans peeking out 
'* ,!,** instead of the full-length black cloak 
^ (Un- 


known as the chador. 

“We picked him to relax things,” 
Mittra said of the president. 

Her friend Gaelareh, a 17-year-old 
starting college, agreed. 

“Khatami gets into our hearts, and 
he sees the society in a more open 
way." she said. 

When the soft-spoken cleric took 
office in August, he ushered in a new 
era. 

Based on a series of interviews con- 
ducted earlier this month with across 
section of Iranians - — including stu- 
dents. intellectuals, workers, business- 
people and government officials — a 
picture begins to emerge of this era. 
the most important turning point in 
this country of 60 million people since 
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi was 
toppled from power in 1979. ^ 

In these dawning days of Khatami. 
Iranians fed more confidem and- freer 
to speak their minds. 

They have more daring choices at 
movie theatres and in bookstores. 
(One movie that has sparked a scan- 
dal, and long lines, is The Snowman, 
in which an Iranian is so desperate for 
a visa to the U.S. that he disguises, 
himself as a woman ). 

Their new national soccer coach 
cares more about winning games than 
about taking his players to prayers. 
Non-govemmental organisations agi- 
tate about human righLs. 

And the Ministry of Culture and 


Islamic Guidance has discovered the 
World Wide Web. 

Reversing the Islamic Revolution is 
not uppermost on people's minds, bm 
reform is — making the country's 
institutions accountable and law-abid- 
ing. ending abuses of privacy and 
individual rights and breaking down 
barriers between Iran and the rest of 
the world, including the U.S. 

In Khatami, a huge and restive 
younger generation of Iranians has 
found its icon of change. 

And the younger generation in turn 
provides Khatami with his political 
strength, because his opponents know 
that he has the overwhelming majority 
of the people — 20 million voters — 
behind him. 

But questions still abound: What 
will happen if Khatami goes too far in 
challenging the conservative religious 
establishment represented by the 
country's supreme leader, the Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei? 

Figuring out Khatami and his presi- 
dency has become the issue du jour 
inside Iran. It also has risen to lhe top 
of the foreign policy agenda in West- 
ern capitals, including Washington, 
where U.S. President Bill Clinton is 
weighing how warmly to respond to 
Khatami's direct overtures for dia- 
logue. 

Just as Khatami has taken a risk by 
speaking publicly in favour of con- 
tacts with America after nearly iwo 


decades of enmity. America must 
decide if it is worth taking a chance on 
him. 

Some are urging the U.S. nor to be 
taken in. suggesting that Khatami is 
merely pretty window-dressing on an 
ugly regime, a decoy meant to get the 
West to ease up on Iran. 

But then? is also a risk thai by being 
too cautious, the U.S. could undercut 
Khatami. 

“They (Iran's conservatives) are 
waiting for one mistake to pull him 
down." said one businessman from a 
prominent family who admires Khata- 
mi. 

“Khatami’s election victory w>as an 
avalanche. No one, not even the most 
optimistic in Khatami's election cam- 
paign. believed he could have such a 
huge success," marvelled Iranian 
political historian Sadiq ZibakaJam. 
“Since Khatami’s election, there has 
been a lot of soul-searching among 
many Iranians over what happened.” 

’’After the election, we can feel that 
die Iranian nation has no more fear," 
said Ali J. Dehbashi, editor in chief of 
Kelk. an ans and culture review. 
“They dropped their fear and are 
thinking thar they can affect their own 
fate. If you see something beneath the 
surface, it is because of this self-confi- 
dence. This is something new.” 

The ankle is reprinted from The 
Jerusalem Post. 



With the advent of the holy month of Ramadan, 
we would like to wish all our valued customers 
a Ra m ada n Mubarak and to announce that our 
working horns during the holy month will be: 


Administration: 8:30 am - 2:30 pm 

Showrooms:* 8:30 am -2:30 pm 
7:00 pm -9:00 pm 
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Lebanese economic revival 
hit by debt, currency crisis 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanon’s economic 
growth slowed this year as 
the country grappled with 
ballooning debt, a shaky 
currency and widespread 
corruption, economists say. 

But the government 
hopes that a recent $600 
million shot in the arm 
from Saudi Arabia will help 
put the country back on 
sound financial footing. 

Although no official sta- 
tistics are available, experts 
estimate that gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) this year 
grew by no more than 3.5 
per cent compared with an 
estimated average 7.5 per 
cent from 1992 to 1995. 

The growth rale is insuffi- 
cient to “improve the buy- 
ing power of families. aug J 
menr businesses' ability to 
self-finance (new projects), 
or readjust public 
finances." Freddie Baz. an 
advisor with Audi Bank, 
told AFP. 

Mr. Baz said growth is 
being stifled, by growing 
public debt a “wait-and- 
see" attituie across the pri- 
vate sector, except in bank- 
ing. and the inefficiency of 
public officials. 

One place money is being 
tied up as purchasing 
power falls off is in 


Lebanon's housing indus- 
try, where construction 
mushroomed in recent 
years. 

There has been “a two- 
year crisis in the building 
sector which has swal- 
lowed up $S billion by pro- 
ducing an unsold stock of 
70,000 units," Antoine 
Shueiri of the Association 
of Lebanese Banks said. 

Far more money is tied up 
in the government’s bal- 
looning debt service pay- 
ments as it has borrowed 
billions to finance recon- 
struction following the 
1970-1995 civil war. 

Public debt is estimated at 
between $13.5 billion and 
$15 billion, around five 
times the level when Prime 
Minister Rafic Hariri's 
government launched the 
rebuilding effort fn 1992. 

According to recent fig- 
ures. the government's 
expenditures exceeded rev- 
enues by 60 per cent this 
year as of October, and 
Lebanon's public debt now 
stands at some 85 per cent 
of GDP. 

Mr. Shoueiri said debt- 
servicing charges now 
make up “half the budget 
deficit. Instead of the 
planned level of 37 per 
cent." 


Dead Sea Raft Race 



The government this 
month approved a plan 
designed to reduce servic- 
ing costs by converting $2 
billion of internal liabilities 
into foreign currencies to 
take advantage of lower 
interest rates on dollars or 
francs. 

But to some experts, the 
government is only now 
realising the side-effects of 
its fiscal stabilisation poli- 
cies, which were based on 
high domestic interest rates 
of around 17 to 19 per cent 
to support the national cur- 
rency. 

“Stabilisation, necessary 
in a country which imports 
90 per cent of its needs, has 
instead aggravated the 
internal debt." said Mr. 
Shoueiri. * 

He said high rates have 
also had the unwanted 
effect of drawing too much 
money into the banking 
sector, helping slow eco- 
nomic activity further. 

As Lebanon's continuing 
budget deficit and low 
growth rate puts pressure 
on the pound, some experts 
predict the currency will be 
devalued despite Beirut’s 
intervention on money 
markets to defend iL 

Roy Badaro of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce and 
Industry of Beirut predicted 
a “45 .per cent devaluation 
of the pound" in the future, 
saying the current rate of 
1,532 pounds to the dollar 
was unrealistic. 

But Saudi Arabia recently 
deposited $600 million 
with the Lebanese central 
bank in a move Mr. Hariri 
said should help Lebanon 


ON THE OCCASION of His Majesty King Hussein's 
Birthday, the Marriott Hotel has organised and sponsored 
a charity raft race .at the Dead -Sea. Nine teams participat-- 
ed. All proceedings raised went to “A1 Hussein Society 
for the- rehabilitation and education of ’physically handi-' 
capped.” 

During the luncheon banquet held at the hotel, Mr. Mar- 
tin Standen. General Manager, and Mr. Rami Safadi, 
Director of Sales and Marketing, presented a cheque of 
JD5.000 to Her Royal Highness Princess Majida Ra'ed, 
the honorary Chairman of the society. 

* Panic ipants were: 

- The American Embassy 
-The British Embassy 

- The U.S. Air Force 

- Seimens 

- Amin Kawar 

- Teirapak I 

- Fine Hygienic Paper 

- Universal Wood Manufacturers 

- Marriott Hotel (Champions) • 


ACCOUNTANT 

A leading Investment Company seeks an 
Accountant for -immediate employment. 
Applicants should satisfy the following crite=- 
ria: 

— Graduate in Commerce/Accounting from a 
reputed university; 

— Previous experience as Accountant in a 
larse organisation; 

— Totalled working knowledge of MS Excel 
is a must: 

— Familiar with all banking transactions; 

— Preference will be given to Omani candi- 
dates who meet the above criteria. 

Eligible candidates should send their applica- 
tions along with a recent passport size pnoto- 
araph and copies of the testimonials within 10 
3ays to: 

The Administration Manager P.O. Box 
2205, Ruwi, Postal Code 112, Sultanate of 
Oman. 
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Israel seen investing 
15b in infrastructure 


overcome its financial 

problems and help 
strengthen the currency. _ 

Protecting the po unc ^ 
from attacks in the region's 
turbulent currency markets 
cost the central bank more 
than two billion pounds in 
1997, or more than half its 
total foreign currency 

reserves. according to 
banking officials. 

The shaky currency has 
weakened foreign 

investors' confidence in the 
country's treasury bonds, 
prompting the central bank 
to raise the coupon by five 
basis points to lure sub- 
scribers. 

Confidence in the pound 
is also weakening among 
ordinary Lebanese, with the 
percentage of savers keep- 
ing their money in dollars 
rather than pounds up from 
50 per cent in mid- 1 997 to 
65 per cent by the end of 
November. 

Experts also point to offi- 
cial corruption as a major 
reason the huge sums of 
money the government bor- 
rowed for reconstruction 
have not done more to 
boost productivity. 

“Public contracts have 
profited Lebanon's leaders, 
their Syrian tutors, a hand- 
ful of local entrepreneurs. 
Western firms, and an 
essentially Syrian work- 
force.’’ a foreign financial 
expert said. 

“A veritable liquidity cri- 
sis is shaking Lebanon" the 
expert said, while the gov- 
ernment has little chance of 
boosting revenues due to 
widespread tax evasion. 


TEL AVIV (R) Israel 
will’ invest some $15 billion 
in infrastructure projects 
over the next five years, 
economists at Israel Dis- 
count Bank's underwriting 
arm estimated in a report 
released Sunday. 

Discount analyst Alon Tal 
said the estimate for invest- 
ment reflected expectations 
for real economic growth. 

About $8 billion of the 
total will be- targeted at 
developing Israel’s electric- 
ity grid. Discount estimated 
demand would grow at an 
annual rate of 4.2 per cent 
over the five years, slowing 
from an eight per cent pace 
over the previous five 
years. 

The energy sector, the 
report said, was slowly 
undergoing structural 
reforms that would reduce 
government involvement 
and reduce the power of 
monopolies. 

It said development of the 
petrol distribution sector 
would depend on the 
removal of obstacles for 
obtaining licences. Once 
this happened, discount 
estimated. $75 million 
would be invested over the 
short term in setting up 100 
filling stations and another 
$150 million over the long 
term. 

The petrol and gas sector 
is supplied exclusively by 
Oil Refineries Ltd, a 
monopoly with refineries 
located in Ashdod and 
Haifa. The monopoly 
refines 13 million tonnes of 
crude oil to meet demand of 
nine to 12 million tonnes a 
vear. 


Discount said that gas for 
industry and cooking was 
sometimes in short supply 
as the company tried to 
optimise its profits. The 
report said the sector could 
be opened for competition 
by splitting up the two 
refineries. 

Plans are under way to 
import natural gas to Israel, 
two thirds of which will be 
used by state-owned Israel 
Electric Corp. The most 
realistic option is importing 
the gas from Egypt via an 
undersea pipeline that 
would cost an estimated 
$200 million. Discount 
said. 

About $3.7 billion will be 
invested in transportation, 
including about $500 mil- 
lion in expanding the roil 
network. A plan for the 
coming three years 
includes $1.3 billion for 
investment in roads, the 
report said. 

The government has ear- 
marked $700 million to 
expand Tel Aviv’s Ben 
Gurion International Air- 
port to raise capacity to 1 6 
million passengers a year 
from the current seven mil- 
lion. 

Israel will invest about $1 
billion in expanding the 
ports of Haifa and Ashdod 
and developing the port of 
Eilat. Israel's ports serve 
about 7,000 ships a year 
and long waits at the ports 
result in losses of $33 mil- 
lion a year. Discount said. 

About $1.5 billion will be 
invested in water projects, 
half to expand the supply of 
drinking water and half for 
plants to treat sewage. 



Iran raises import 
duties to 1 0 per cent 
to protect local good 


TEHRAN (AFP) - Iran has 
decided to double duties on 
a range of imports "to 10 per 
cent to protect local goods 
amid a crisis over declining 
non-oil exports. 

Trade Minister Moham- 
mad Chariatmadari said the 
increase from the current 
rale of 4.2 per cent was 
aimed at “protecting 
national production ahead 
of imports." 

However, the tax increase 
"does not concern basic 
products, raw materials for 
industry and pharmaceuti- 
cal production." the minis- 
ter said, the official 1RNA 
news agency reported. 

Iran is running a large 
trade surplus with total 


• expons at $22.5 billion 
against imports of $15 bil- 
1 lion, but non-oil exports of 
goods such as pistachio 
nuts, carpets and caviar and 
some industrial products 
are suffering. 

‘The country has serious 
problems with non-oil 
ex pons and the figures are 
alarming." said Mr. Chari- 
atmadari, without elaborat- 
ing. 

Iran is also facing a bud- 
get crisis, with the deficit 
expected to hit one billion 
dollars in the Iranian calen- 
dar year ending in March 
because of lower-thun- 
expecled oil revenues, gov- 
ernment officials said. 


Peanuts 



19 Agitate 

20 Lincoln or 
Burrows 

21 Later 
23 Give out 

25 Tarcan Ron 

26 Emma’s twins? 

27 Blue-veined 
cheese 

31 Very large in 
scale 

34 _ Spumante 

36 12/24 or 12/31, 
for example 

37 Soon 

41 "Blame It on " 

42 Grace ending 

43 Explosive 
substance 

44 Cddhearted 

47 Coop layer 

48 Alternative to 8 

49 Frogs and hitmen 
54 Past it 

58 Grouped 
merchandise 

59 Kepi back 

60 Tire pattern 

61 Verdi opera 

62 Manufacture 

63 Bring joy 

64 Gel out Pi bed 

65 Winter glider 

66 Make road 
repairs 

67 Anglo-Saxon 
■ kingdom 

DOWN 

1 First course 

2 Mystery story? 

3 Runs in neutral 

4 Night follower 

5 Copland and 
Spelling 

6 Has the took of 
love 

7 Make amends 

8 Appointment 



Andy Capp 


By Diane C. Baldwin 
Columbia, MD 

9 Having a love of 
beauty 

10 Strawberry of the 
outfield 

11 Hodgepodge 

12 Soft drink flavor 

13 Ranked player 

21 Evil spirit 

22 inventor Whitney 
24 South American 

nation 

27 British 
submachine gun 

28 Boy Scout’s 
shelter 

29 Finished 

30 Stout's Wofle 

31 Painter Chagall 

32 "Elsa’s Dream.' 
e.g. 

33 Unenthusiastic 

34 55 dispensers 

35 H. Rider Haggard 
novel 

38 Carrie to Debbie 

39 Shaq or Tatum 

40 Ice expanse 
45 Added fat 
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46 Not at home 

47 Container 

49 Preview the 
answers 

50 Range rope 

51 Privileged few 

52 The Thinker* 
sculptor 


53 Be taken aback 

54 Units of 
resistance 

55 Calf meat 

56 Actress Sommer 

57 Stanley 

Gardner 

61 inquire 



HOROSCOPE 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) There’s something 
serious to be taken care of at home — a major rencF 
vation or a major housecleaning, or both. Are you 
entertaining soon? Maybe you can get some friends t 0 
come over and help. You can have a party while 
you're getring ready for the parry. 

TAURUS: ( April 20 to May 20) You need to spend 
more time reading, learning, cramming information 
into your brain. You have more than enough ques- 
tions. What you need are answers. The time you spend 
studying today will show up in money saved, and it 
won’t take long for that to materialise. 

GEMINI: ("May 21 to June 21 ) There’s money com- 
ing in, and this is a good day for hoarding. So- gather 
it, count it, sort it into piles. Call up people who owe 
you money and lean on them. If you do it now. it 
won't look" so bad. If you wait until later in the month, 
you’ll never be able to get away with it. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) An older person 
wants to teach you something, but you’re just not 
interested. That's OK. Be nice, don't take anything 
personally. Tonight, your partner has some good 
advice. In fact, everybody has good advice today. 
You'd be wise to be open to it. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Some tongue-tied per- 
son wants you to do something, but won t tell you 
whal it is. If you're really self-absorbed, you're miss- 
ing the non-verbal hints. Figure out what he or she 
needs and see if you can address the problem. This 
will take tact, but it should be interesting. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) There’s some 
sort of hassle at home. Part of the solution is to dele- 
gate. If you’re having the dinner at your house, let the 
others bring things, too. The overall objective here is 
to get others involved. The more the merrier, and the 
less work there is for you. That’s not cheating. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Go along with 
the demands of someone in authority, even if this is 
not your favourite person to be with. In other words, 
put everything you’ve got into making your leader 
look good. The more you do that, the more he or she 
will relax — and the easier your life gets. This is a 
win-win situation, see? 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Forces 
beyond your control push you to learn something new. 
You may have to go to college to do so. or travel to a 
distant land. At any rate, it's beyond anything you've 
ever tried before. There's no point in fighting iL Just 
follow the impulse. It’ll work out fine. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You could be pouring your money into savings, or 
investing it. More likely, you’re simply buying every- 
thing in sight. You've probably just noticed the Chrisi- 
mas season is upon us and you want to buy gifts. Well, 
that's not such a bad idea. Better late than never. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Your 
mate is under a bit of pressure. You can help by 
empowering. To do (his, focus attention on him or her. 
Provide what’s required without being asked. 
Remember the little things die person likes. Do every’- 1 
thing you can to make life roll along smoothly. It'll be 
fun. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There's 
work to do and you get to do it. You'd rather than 
spend your day in front of a computer. Instead, you’re 
cooking or cleaning or doing some other hands-on 
chore. This is not your area of expertise, but it cer- 
tainly won’t hurt you to learn. And there’s no poinl in 
trying to avoid it. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Your sweei- 
hearfs under pressure again. Calming and gentle 
words are always a big help. So is lending a shoulder 
to cry on. You might have to take over some of thf 
chores, but that’s no problem. If the job’s really big. 
try to get a couple friends to help. 

Births tone of December: Turquoise — Zircon 



“That's my old girlfriend, Judy, 
one got married to another guy, 
so l broke up with her." 
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Cabinet exempts specialised export firms 
from paying income, social service taxes 


** JORDANIAN PUBLIC shareholding 
companies which promote, market and 
export national products and locally-man- 
ufactured goods in outside markets will 
be exempt from paying income and social 
service tax, according to a Cabinet deci- 
sion. The companies should have a capi- 
tal no less than JD2 million and the 
exemption from taxes cover the profits 
generated from operations inside or out- 


side Jordan. 

To benefit from the tax exemption, the 
concerned companies) should purchase 
the product from the local manufacturer 
or producer. The companylies) should 
then market and export the product in 
outside markets and not act as an inter- 
mediary entity operating on commission 
basis. <A1 Ra'ii. 


JTC to put new telephone exchange 
in Abdali into operation next month 


*■* THE NEW Abdali telephone 
exchange that have a capacity of 40,000 
numbers will be put into operation at the 
end of next month. Jordan Telecommuni- 
cations Company fJTC) Board Chairman 
Walid Dweik has said. He added that 
directly following such a step, the com- 
pany will start meeting the requests of the 
public to have telephone services. 

According to Mr. Dweik. this vital pro- 
ject comes after the company has put into 
operation during the past two months the 
new telephone exchanges at Tareq. A I 
Rashid and Abdoun area. He indicated 
that the new exchange at Abdali and the 
others mentioned earlier are advanced 
ones that were carried out within the 
national investment programme in the 
sphere of telecommunications. 


The chairman revealed that prepara- 
tions are underway now to operate the 
new Abdali telephone exchange which 
will replace one of the two ones current- 
ly being used. The exchange to be 
replaced has a capacity of 17.00 numbers 
which start with the numbers 66 and 67. 

“After completing the transfers on the 
. Tareq and A1 Rashid telephone 
exchanges the numbers on the Abdali 
exchange will be changed to become in 
seven digits by adding the number 5 to 
the numbers of current subscribers,” he 
s'aid. 

“The additional number (5) will be a 
comprehensive of all subscribers except 
some cases which will be announced tn 
the media at a later date,” he concluded 
i A! Ra'i). 
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Royal Jordanian boosts sales to $322m in ten months 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan limey Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior offi- 
cial of the debt-ridden 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) said 
Sunday the airline posted 
total sales of $322.2 million 
in the first ten months of 
1997 — a four per cent 
increase on last year's fig- 
ures. 

But Majdi Sabri, the air- 
line’s vice president for 
commercial activities, did 
not disclose the expected 
net operational profit. 

He was addressing the 
opening session of a sales 
and marketing meeting for 
Gulf, Middle East and 
North Africa managers. 

Ghada Badr, RJ deputy 
general manager for plan- 
ning, revealed that in the 
three areas of operation the 
airline generated a $70.7 
million income this year. 

“RJ hopes the three 
regions will increase the 
revenue to $77.5 million 
next year,” she said. 

The revenue represented 
around 27 per cent of the 
airline's total income. 

The meeting also 
reviewed long-delayed 


plans to gradually privatise 
RJ by turning it into a com- 
pany that operates on com- 
mercial basis after legal and 
financial restructuring of 
the airline. 

Officials said the process 
would take at least two 
years. The Cabinet 
approved plans for a major 
restructuring of the airline 
in September — an impor- 
tant step to sell a stake to a 
global strategic investor. 

Plans to privatise the air- 
line, saddled with debts of 
over $846 million mainly 
from aircraft leases, were 
first floated in 1988 but 
held back due to a host of 
bureaucratic and financial 
reasons. 

The financial and legal 
restructuring of the airline 
will help put it on a more 
profitable and a sounder 
administrative level before 
it can operate on commer- 
cial basis. RJ operations are 
currently heavily sub- 
sidised by the government 

The World Bank is advis- 
ing the government on how 
to restructure the airline 
and to set terms of refer- 
ence for the project. 

Nader Dahabi, RJ Presi- 


dent and Chief Executive 
Officer, said the airline 
decided to suspend opera- 
tions to Canada last year 
because of the route's poor 
performance. This, he said, 
helped RJ reduce expendi- 
tures in some areas and 
increase them on more 
profitable routes. 

“Ail these procedures will 
eventually transform RJ 
into a shareholding compa- 
ny which will be able to tol- 
erate old debts and losses.” 
he said. 

Mr. Dahabi added that a 
subsidiary company will 
eventually be established to 
handle regular flights. 
Other separate companies, 
he indicated, will be formed 
to take care of catering, 
duty free shops, ground ser- 
vices and other facilities. 

Dr. Sabri said die airline 
will increase the number of 
flights to Kuwait next sum- 
mer to cope with an 
increase in demand. The 
airline currently operates 
two flights a week to the 
emirate which has a size- 
able community of Jordan- 
ian and Palestinian expatri- 
ates. 

He said RJ was studying 


the possibility of operating 
regular flights to Tehran to 
encourage religious tourism 
to Jordan and boost trade 
and business links. The air- 
line halted operations to 
Tehran shortly after die 
Islamic revolution in 1979. 

Mr. Dahabi said the 
.Amman meeting will eval- 
uate the performance of RJ 
offices in the three regions 
mentioned earlier to come 
up with a strategy to con- 
front possible losses in RJ 
revenue from South East 
Asian countries because of 
the devaluation in their 
local currencies. The coun- 
tries are currently suffering 
from a dire financial and 
economic crisis. 

Dr. Sabri said RJ carried a 
total of 1.38 million passen- 
gers between January and 
end of October and lifted 
71.000 tonnes of cargo dur- 
ing the same period. 

He also discussed plans to 
replace RJ's ageing TriStar 
aircraft operating on long 
haul routes with a new gen- 
eration of European Airbus- 
es as part of efforts to mod- 
ernise the airline's fleet and 
boost its global nerwork. 

Last summer. RJ paid 


the final instalment on its 
five TriStar aircraft leased 
for the past 10 years from 
Banque Indosuez. 

Officials said earlier rhe 
$60 million TriStars were 
die only ones owned by RJ 
which has a fleet of 1 7 air- 
craft. 

Mr. Dahabi also urged 
delegates to exert efforts to 
face growing air transport 
competition worldwide. He 
said new airline companies 
will soon start operations to 
Amman, thus increasing 
competition. 

He said political uncer- 
tainty in the Middle East 
since the election of Israel’s 
hardline Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in 
May 1995 had discouraged 
many tourists from coming 
to the area. 

Many visitors flocked to 
the region after Jordan and 
the Palestinians signed 
peace deals with Israel in 
1993 and 1994. 

RJ is scheduled to hold its 
annual conference for 
regional managers in May 
to review and evaluate its 
performance and future 
marketing and operational 
plans. 


Cabinet approves projects under debt swap deal with France 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Council 
of Ministers has approved 
two projects in line with a 
debt swap agreement the 
Kingdom has signed with 


France in 1994, a Finance 
Ministry official stud Sun- 
day. 

The agreement, which 
stipulates a rate of redemp- 
tion of 47 per cent of 325 
million French francs (FFl 
of debt, allows the Kingdom 


to exchange the remaining 
amount (FF 172m I for for- 
eign investments in the 
Kingdom instead of direct 
debt repayment, said Odeb 
Sweiss. director of the 
finance department at the 
ministry. 


The Finance Ministry offi- 
cial told the Jordan Times 
that the first project includes 
the establishment of a mall 
centre in Jordan with $24.5 
capital of which foreign 
investment would amount to 
S6 million. The other ven- 
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— 



2.800 

1.800 

GENERAL MIRING 

9 

0-00 

9 

2250 

4938 

2.15 

2.25 

.10+ 



8.400 

5.000 

ARAB CHKH. DTRECN. 

23.8 

3.87 

1 

100 

776 

7.39 

7.76 

.37+ 



6.000 

4.400 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

13.9 

4.40 

15 

5255 

29827 

5.65 

5.68 

.03+ 



.650 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

9.5 

0.00 

3 

1750 

788 

.46 

.45 

.01- 


s 

3.690 

1.B80 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

10.7 

2.81 

1 

2S0 

648 

2.47 

2.59 

.12+ 



-730 

.510 

NATIONAL JRDS. 

9 

0.00 

B 

11980 

7063 

.60 

.58 

.02- 



1.150 

.400 

INTERNED. PETRO.CHEM. 

9 

0.00 

3 

4500 

1770 

.40 

.40 

- 


T 

S.290 

4.370 

JOR.CHZM. IKDS. 

22.6 

3.60 

3 

600 

3200 

5.29 

5.55 

.26+ 



.840 

-530 

JOR. ROCKWOOL IKDS. 

9 

0.00 

1 

200 

110 

.56 

.55 

.01- 


S 

3.000 

1.160 

NATL. CABLE MIRE.KPAC 

31.5 

0.00 

7 

3250 

3988 

1-25 

1.31 

.06+ 



.890 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHXM 

9 

0.00 

5 

5750 

3293 

.59 

.37 

.02- 


♦ 

1.130 

.590 

KAWTHKA INVEST. 

57.2 

0.00 

1 

1200 

696 

.59 

.58 

.01- 


s 

1.S00 

■ B20 

UNZV. MODN.IRDS. 

P 

.26 

19 

13900 

11573 

.85 

.83 

.02- 



1.41Q 

.690 

JOR. IKDS . RESOURCES 

10.5 

12.82 

46 

48000 

37636 

.81 

.78 

.03- 



1-620 

1.320 

NATL. CHLORINE 

13.8 

4.79 

2 

300 

438 

1.47 

1.46 

.01- 



.970 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

16.3 

0.00 

3 

2750 

2448 

.89 

.89 

— 



1.970 

1.340 

EL -ZAY READY WEAR 

52.4 

0.00 

13 

5750 

8531 

1.S6 

1.49 

.07- 



1.330 

1. 080 

IWTL. TOBACCO 

6.6 

0.00 

5 

24450 

29340 

1.21 

1.20 

.01- 



1.200 

.860 

ONION CM. C VEG. 

45.9 

0.00 

7 

11250 

11363 

.96 

1.01 

.05* 



.840 

.570 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.4 

16.67 

14 

9100 

5458 

.61 

.60 

.01- 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 115.76 Z CHC: 

♦0.65 

265 

1B826S 

293702 





GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 168 

93 *CBG: 

+0.53 

423 

292352 

2013154 
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.610 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9.3 

0.00 

21 

482 SO 

16888 

.36 

.35 

.01- 



1.550 

1.060 

ZARA rOR INVESTMENT 

81.3 

0.00 

2 

1200 

1480 

1.18 

1.24 

.06+ 



.BOO 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

6 

34000 

7140 

.71 

.71 

- 



.570 

.360 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 

9 

o.oo 

13 

BSDO 

4017 

.47 

.45 

.02- 



.780 

.610 

AL-DAWLIYAB 75* 

66.2 

0.00 

8 

33865 

14900 

.69 

.69 



T 

1.290 

.850 

UNITED FOR F HUB. INV 

70.3 

0.00 

1 

500 

675 

1.29 

1.35 

-06+ 


M 

2-150 

1.050 

CENTURY INV. CROUP 

E 

0.00 

4 

100750 

203580 

2.12 

2.02 

.10- 



1.000 

1.000 

ARAB JOR. INVEST. CO. 

E 

0.00 

1 

5000 

5000 

1.00 

1.00 

- 



-3SO 

.140 

JOR. INDS. MATCH- JKMCO 

9 

0.00 

2 

500 

• 85 

.17 

.17 

- 



.650- 

.440 

ARAB POOD 4 MED. 

9 

0.00 

3 

1500 

690 

.45 

.46 

.01+ 



.530 

.280 

ARAB INTL.IKV.TRD. 

33.4 

0.00 

1 

2500 

72S 

.29 

.29 




.750 

.380 

NATL . MULT . ENG . KAMI CO 

9 

0.00 

25 

82800 

38997 

.49 

.47 

.02- 



.640 

.370 

HAYZAK DIES K MOULDS 

9 

0.00 

7 

7500 

2T20 

.37 

.36 

.01- 



.520 

.400 

ARAB ELECT - XMDS. 

9 

0.00 

2 

200 

83 

.40 

.42 

.02+ 



.660 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

2 

5000 

2000 

.65 

.65 




1.460 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9. 

0.00 

2 

1300 

1534 

1.45 

1.43 

.02- 


— 

=.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 

S 

0.00 

2 

2400 

1632 

.69 

.68 

.01- 















ture is a chemical project. 

He emphasised that the 
two projects will help in 
reducing the debt burden by 
$12.1 million. They will 
also create hundreds of jobs 
in the country, Mr. Sweiss 
said. 

Following the debt swap 
agreement, a committee 
was formed. The committee ‘ 
that includes officials from 
the ministries of finance, 
trade and industry. Central 
Bank and the Investment 
Promotion Corporation 
would study foreign invest- 
ments in the country. 

Mr. Sweiss explained that 
once a project is approved 
by the French Debt Swap 
Committee (FDSC). any 
foreign investor will negoti- 
ate with the French govern- 
ment a discount rate as an 
incentive for the principal 
investment amount thai 
must be paid. 

Then the investor will 
present the Jordanian 
authorities with a letter 
from the French govern- 
ment. Such a letter will 
authorise Jordan to reim- 
burse the investor the 
amount in Jordanian dinars 
which will be used to set up 
the project in the Kingdom. 

“This attitude will encour- 
age foreign investors to 
come to Jordan and enhance 
their confidence in our 
economy,” added Mr. 
Sweiss. 

He said that the criteria 
for approving foreign 
investment in line with this 
agreement is that it “should 
bring new technology to the 
country, create new job 
opportunities and increase 
the Kingdom's export abili- 
ty’* 

Mr. Sweiss said that the 
debt swap agreement with 
France has helped in reduc- 
ing the Kingdom’s foreign 
debt burden, increasing 
French investments, 

enhancing the balance of 
payment and increasing the 
country’s foreign reserves. 

Mr. Sweiss emphasised 
that the FDSC committee is 
on the verge of approving a 
new joint industrial venture, 
where foreign investment 
accounts to $4 million. The 
new project will employ 60 
Jordanians, he added. 
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DAJAN1 Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold* Amman. Amm Fonm h^i show 6A R areie 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 

Eststs 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/3 0007 


STUOfO WHIG 

Professional quality fn 

1 hour service 
Develop your colour Km 

at our shop and get 
- JtMBO photo size 
$0% larger. 

• Free enhugament 
20 x 30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grintfays Bank- 
Phone: 604042 
Stveifteh Tel: 823891 j 


& 

CFCWJ1 NOTH- 
IN DOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING 
POOL 
SAUNA, 

JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 

Radio & TV station RD. , 



-*c 


Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


SAN ABEL 


Real Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 864230 - 865167 





Quagty Serviced Suites 

* Ooe & Two Bc Jn nuu * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes • D*8y & 
Lopr Stay * Reasonable Rotes 



- am 

‘MERRY CHRISTMAS" 
, New * New • New 
Makawir line 
on display at the 
Bani Hamida House 
* Rugs * Cushions 
* Wallhangings 
Attractive offers 
Location: Jabal Amman. 

1st Circle, Rainbow St. 

Open daily from 8;G0 till 6:00 
including Fridays & 
official holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 EXT. 42 




r 
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Vikings rally to topple Giants 


EAST RUTHERFORD, 
(AFP) — In one of the 
National Football League's 
most remarkable playoff 
rallies, Minnesota scored 10 
points in the last 90 seconds 
to beat the New York Giants 
23-22 Saturday. 

Randall Cunningham led 
Minnesota back from a 16- 
point half-time deficit to a 
stunning upset, decided on 
Eddie Murray’s 24-yard 
field goal with 10 seconds 
remaining here in cold and 
snowy conditions. 

“We never gave up.” said 
Minnesota coach Dennis 
Green, a first-time playoff 
winner after five prior loss- 
es. “We played all the way. 
We knew we could win." 

The Vikings advanced to 
an American football quar- 
ter-final matchup next 
weekend at San Francisco. 
The 49ers had a first-round 
bye. 

No team had come back to 
win from a deficit of more 
than two touchdowns in an 
NFC playoff game since 
Dallas in 1972. 

“That’s a very disappoint- 
ing loss for us, it’s a very 
bitter pill to swallow," said 
first-year Giants coach Jim 
Fassel. “I’ve got to hand it 
to the Vikings. They keep 
fighting on every play.” 


Vikings quarterback 
Randall Cunningham hurled 
a 30-yard touchdown pass 
to Jake Reed with 90 sec- 
onds remaining, pulling the 
Vikings within 22-20, and 
setting the stage for the key 
play of the game. 

Needing to retain posses- 
sion to have a hope of win- 
ning. Minnesota tried an on- 
side kick- 

“In this game you have to 
have a little fortune" said 
Green. “I don't think (the 
onside kick) was a lucky 
play. We prepare that every 
week.” 

New York’s Chris 
Calloway could have sealed 
a victory by holding onto 
the football, but he fumbled 
and Chris Walsh recovered 
for Minnesota to give the 
Vikings possession once 
again. 

“We practice that twice a 
week, but that's the first 
time that we recovered one,” 
said Walsh. “Calloway 
thought he could short-hop 
it but it skidded on the 
ground. It was a free-for-all 
and 1 came up with it.” 

A dejected Calloway lam- 
mented a bounce of the ball 
off soggy sod. 

“I blew the ground was 
wet and it would skid and 
go fast,” said Calloway. “At 


the last minute it popped up. 
I should have had it.” 

Cunningham connected 
with Cris Carter on a 20- 
yard pass and Robert Smith 
ran 16 yards to the Giants’ 
5-yard line, setting the stage 
for Murray’s winning field 
goal. 

The Vikings appeared 
ready to set an NFL playoff 
futility record with their 
seventh consecutive playoff 
loss. 

New York’s Brad Daluiso 
kicked his playoff record 
fifth field goal, a 22-yarder 
with 7:03 to play that put 
the Giants ahead 22-13. 
New York marched 74 yards 
in eight minutes after a 36- 
yard~Murray field goal to 
get the key points. 

Brad Maynard grabbed a 
high center snap and barely 
got the ball down into posi- 
tion before Daluiso’s kick. 

Daluiso made an unprece- 
dented four first-half field 
goals, including 22- and 43- 
yard efforts in the first quar- 
ter and boots of 41 and 51 
yards in the second quarter. 

The last and longest came 
in the final seconds of the 
first half after Daluiso 
banked it between the goal- 
posts off the right upright. 

Danny Kanell’s two-yard 
touchdown pass to Aaron 


Pierce with 1 1:33 to play in 
the second quarter gave the 
Giants a 13-0 lead, although 
television replays seemed to 
show the ball hit the ground 
on the play. 

Minnesota recovered New 
York’s first punt return fum- 
ble of the season to set up 
the Vikings' only first half 
points, a 25-yard field goal 
by Murray with 1:47 to play 
in the second quarter. 

Cunningham was shut 
down by the Giants defense 
in the first half, fumbling 
the ball away twice and 
throwing an interception to 
Jason Sehom of the Giants, 
NFL leaders at forcing 
turnovers. 

The Giants had not been 
in the playoffs since 1994. 
when they lost to 
Minnesota. 

The Vikings, in the play- 
offs for the fifth time in six 
years, dropped five games 
in a row before beating 
Indianapolis in the final 
game to reach the playoffs. 

Minnesota had struggled 
without quarterback Brad 
Johnson. lost to a season- 
ending neck injury, until 
Cunningham's late heroics. 


Broncos take revenge on Jaguars 


DENVER (AFP)— Terre U 
Davis ran for 184 yards and 
‘two touchdowns, sparking 
Denver past Jacksonville 
42-17 here Sunday to 
avenge a humbling playoff 
upset suffered last year to 
toe Jaguars. 

The triumph advanced 
the Broncos to a National 
Football League semi-final 
next weekend Denver will 
travel to Pittsburgh or 
Kansas City in toe 
American Football 

Conference playoffs. 

Davis, who missed last 
week's regular-season 
finale with a separated 
shoulder, suffered bruised 
right ribs on a 59-yard run 
after staking Denver to a 
lead. 

“Tm a little sore but I'll 
be all right." he said. “I’ll 
get X-rays and re-evaluate 
it. I’m not worried about 
being able to play next 
week.” 

Jacksonville appeared 
ready for another come- 
back stunner, rallying from 
a 21-0 deficit to trail by 
only 21-17 and have toe 
ball at Denver’s 16-yard 
line. 

But Jaguar quarterback 
Mark Brunei! fumbled toe 
center snap and Denver 
linebacker Allen Aldridge 
recovered. Jacksonville 
never scored again. 

“We were .audibling. I 
was just a little late in get- 
ting in there. It was a 
cadence thing," Brunell 
said. "Certainly, we had a 
lot of momentum going our 
way at that point and toe 
fumble really hurt us. To 
get some points on that 
series would've been big. 
Noise was a factor on that 
play." 

After Davis left the game, 
Derek Loville ran 1 1 times 
for 103 yards and scored on 
runs of eight and 25 yards 
in the fourth quarter. 
Denver’s 310 rushing yards 
were the fifth-most by any 
team in a playoff game. 

“This was not a very 
good finish," Jaguar coach 
Tom Coughlin said. 
“Everyone’s very disap- 
pointed. We just didn't 
make any plays.” 

Only twice before in NFL 
playoff history had two 
backs each rushed for 100 
yards in a game. Oakland’s 
Hewritt Dixon and Pete 
Banaszak did it in 1 967 and 
Minnesota's Brent 



Denver Bronco's Ray Crockett (R) takes down Jacksonville Jaguar's Keenan 
McCardell daring their AFC wildcard NFL playoff game.The Broncos rushed for 
over 300 yards to defeat the Jaguars 42-17 (Reuters photo) 


McClanahan and Chuck 
Foreman did it in 1 976. 

“There were some nice 
holes out there today," 
Davis said. “The offensive 
line just keeps pushing. We 
wanted to establish the line 
of scrimmage early in the 
game and Derek came in 
later and did a hell of a 
job.” 

Davis sandwiched a pair 
of short touchdown runs 
around a 43-yard scoring 
pass from John Elwav to 
Rod Smith, helping Denver 
build a 21-0 lead with the 
game only 19 minutes old. 
” Jacksonville moved with- 
in 21-7 at half-time on a 
two-yard Natron Means 
touchdown run. Travis 
Davis blocked a punt and 
raced 29 yards for a third- 
quarter touchdown to lift 


the Jaguars as close as they 
come. 

“This was not revenge.” 
Denver coach Mike 
Shanahan said. “We do not 
use the term revenge. We 
use the term respect 
because we have a great 
deal of respect for toe 
Jaguars. We have a lot of 
respect for a football team 
that came into our back- 
yard last year and beat us. 

“Our team was ready. We 
had one of our best weeks 
of practice. The focus and 
concentration level was 
high. This is our first step. 
Now our mission is to win 
toe next one." 

Elway completed 16-of- 
24 passes for 223 yards and 
a touchdown without an 
interception as Denver kept 
toe ball for 40 minutes and 


59 seconds, the fifto-high- 
est total in playoff hisrojy. 

“It was toe best I’ve seen 
the offensive line play." 
Elway said. “They domi- 
nated the line of scrimmage 
from toe get-go. And it not 
only helped the running 
game but toe passing 
game.” 

Brunell was 18-for-32for 
203 yards, while Denver 
held Means to only 40 
yards on 10 carries. 

“Personally, this is a diffi- 
cult one in that I think 
we're a better football team 
this year than last year," 
Brunell said. “That's tough. 
Certainly, we have toe tal- 
ent and toe guys that excel 
at this level. For whatever 
reason. I don’t think we 
really ever hit our potential 
this season." 


Thrilling 
finish 
expected 
in Sydney 
to Hobart 
race 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Hong 
Kong maxi Exile and toe 
favourite BrindabeUa 
fought a duel for line hon- 
ours Sunday in toe Sydney- 
Hobart yacht race, with toe 
tightest finish in years 
expected Monday. 

By late Sunday, toe 66- 
foot Exile was two nautical 
miles ahead of her larger 
competitor in what has 
become a two-boat race 
after rough seas and high 
winds forced several con- 
tenders out of toe race. 

After successfully cross- 
ing the treacherous Bass 
Strait, the two began their 
charge down toe east coast 
of Tasmania state. Sunday, 
ahead of a sprint up toe 
Derwent River. 

The maxi BrindabeUa is 
owned and skippered by 
George Snow, who is des- 
perate to be first across the 
line after having twice been 
second. 

However, toe smaller 
Exile, skippered by 
Warwick Miller, has main- 
rained its handy lead in toe 
race for overall victory on 
handicap. 

In third place was toe 
Sydney 50-footer 

Ragamuffin which was 
also strongly placed on the 
handicap ratings. 

' A total of 13 yachts have 
retired from the r race and 
toe Swedish maxi 
Nicorette has rejoined after 
a stopover to effect running 
repairs. 

Nicorette, which was nar- 
rowly beaten by 
BrindabeUa in a thrilling 
tacking duel out of the 
Sydney heads Friday, had 
been strongly fancied to be 
among the first to arrive in 
Hobart- 

The yacht's skipper 
Ludde Ingvall stayed on 
land to receive medical 
treatment for a severe 
abscess below a tooth. 


Record-breaking Kipketer 
gives Coe a year to forget 


PARIS (AFP) — Britain’s former dual 
Olympic 1500 metres champion 
Sebastian Coe probably thought his year 
could not get any worse after he lost rus 
seat at toe British general election in 
May. Then along came Wilson Kipketer. 

The 24-year-old Kenyan-bom Dane, 
whose name means ‘bom on toe veran- 
dah’, first equalled Coe’s 16-year-old 800 
metres world record of 1:41 .73 — - toe 
longest standing men’s track record 
and then bettered it twice to set the new 
mark at 1 :4 1 .24. 

Kipketer also broke toe world indoor 
record twice in three days on his way to 
the world title in March, and also retained 
his outdoor title with consummate ease in 
Athens in August. 

It seems to be only be a questioner 
time before he breaks toe 1:40 barrier. 
There does not appear to be a man around 
to end his unbeaten streak — he was last 
beaten at toe 1 995 Grand Prix final- 
The other seemingly unbeatable inter- 
national track star, Haile Gebrselassie, 
enjoyed himself immensely upto the mid- 
dle of August, breaking toe 5,000 and 
10,000 metres world records and, ILke f 
Kipketer, won a world ourdoor title, in his 
case in toe 1 0,000 metres. 

However, the diminutive Ethiopian’s 
participation in the world championships 
was in doubt right up to the day of bis 
beat as his manager Jos Van Hermen had 
a running battle with toe IAAF, toe ruling 
body of world athletics, over wanting toe 
track watered. Hermen feared that 
Gebrselassie would suffer badly blistered 
feet, as he did in Atlanta, and wreck his 
chances of running in toe richly-spon- 
sored meetings after Athens. 

It was toe Gebrselassie team that even- 
tually backed down and the Ethiopian 
went on to lose both his records on a mis- 
erable night for him in Brussels on 
August 22. 

The Grand Prix meeting in Zurich on 
August 13 will go down as a unique occa- 
sion when two people with toe same 
name broke world records — Wilson 
Kipketer. 

Not even toe great 800 metres runner 
could break two world records in one 
night and it was the Kenyan 3.000 metres 
steeplechaser Wilson Boit Kipketer (he 
has to use Boit to differentiate between 
toe pair) who took the laurels in that 
event. Just 1 1 days later his name was to 
become a mere footnote as compatriot 
Bernard Barm as ai blasted his record 
apart taking almost four seconds from it. 

The male sprinters failed to sparkle and 
most of toe interest centred on toe ani- 
mosity between American Maurice 
Greene and toe man he displaced as 
world champion, Donovan Bailey of 
Canada. 

Despite Greene’s professed love of 
God, which prompted Bailey to smile 
throughout the post 100 metres press 
conference, toe American revealed his 
true feelings a week later before toe 
4x100 metres relay world championship 
heats. 

Along with Ato Boldon, Trinidad's 200 
metres world champion, and toe self 
styled ‘Clown Prince of the track' Jon 
Drummond — all coached by toe former 
440 yard record holder John Smith — 
Greene launched into a blistering person- 
al attack on Bailey. 

Revenge was sweet, however, as the 
bitter Canada-USA rivalry in the relay 
dissolved in the first round as toe 
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Americans, who Drummond had said 
would smash toe world record in ihg 
heats, dropped toe baton on the firy 
exchange. 

Bailey, who led toe Canadians to ih e 
relay title, also got into a war of wonls 
with the 200 and 400 metres Olympic 
champion Michael Johnson when they 
met in a duel for toe title of toe world’s 
fastest man. 

The 30-year-old Bailey accused 
Johnson of being “a chicken” when the 
American collapsed with an adductor 
muscle injury in their 150 metres head- 
to-head in Toronto. The. Canadian later 
retracted the comment but toe animosity 
it created in America was plain to see in 
Athens. 

Johnson, who was given a wild card 
entry by the IAAF for the Athens extrav- 
aganza. as were all toe defending cham. 
pions, scraped into toe final and then 
won toe title. 

Algerian Nourredine Morceli and 
Gebrselassie were involved in the other 
head-to-head clash of toe year at the 
Hengelo track in toe Netherlands and for 
Morceli it was a foretaste of what was to 
be a miserable year. 

The 27-year-old Morceli, who still 
holds toe 1500 meters, mile and 2000 
metres world records, failed to finish the 
race. He blamed the failure on anaemia. 
He then got involved in a dispute about 
what sponsor’s bit he would wear to 
Athens, where he was thrashed by the 
indoor world champion Hicham El 
Guerrouj, and lost his brother in a car 
crash. 

The women's season was dominated by 
21 -year-old American ‘wunderkiiMf 
Marion Jones, returning after having a 
screw put in a leg after breaking it twice 
last year. Jones charmed the world as she 
took toe world 100 metres title from the 
astonishing Ukrainian Zhanna 
Pintusevich. who went on to deprive 
Merlene Ottey of one last gold medal in 
the 200 metres. 

The great Jamaican, who sported dyed 
golden hair at the championships, provid- 
ed one of toe lasting images of toe year 
strolling back to the 100 metres start like 
a prowling lioness after she ran for 60 
metres having failed to hear the gnn 
recalling the field for a false start — the 
reality erched on her features that another 
gold medal was gone. 

There was a more joyful climax for 
another Commonwealth athlete as 
Australian Cathy Freeman became the 
first-Aborigine to win a world title in the 
400 metres but Ireland’s Sonia 

O'Sullivan, who goes out with Freeman's 
former boyfriend, found that her Atlanra 
nightmare extended to Athens as she 
failed to take a medal in either the 5,000 
or 1 500 metres. 

A tear-stained O’Sullivan had a disas- 
trous championships rounded off as the 
1500 metres silver medallist Regiru 
Jacobs insulted her for costing her the 
gold after the Irish girl grabbed hold of 
Jacobs' shirt on the final bend. It 
appeared, though, as if O'Sullivan had to 
do that to stay on her feet. 

Kipketer is never likely to have such 
problems, simply because he Ioofr 
leagues ahead of his rivals. It is the 
thought of what he may do next season, 
and the next round of toe Greene-Baile} 
rivalry, that will keep athletics buffr 
warm over toe winter break. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Poborsky set to join Benfica 

LISBON (AFP) — Manchester United misfit Karel 
Poborsky is set to join Portuguese giants Benfica. The 25- 
year-old Czech international midfielder flew into Lisbon 
for talks with Benfica on Saturday and club president Joao 
Vale e Azevedo said he had signed a contract. Azevedo 
declined to reveal any other details of the deal but said he 
expected Poborsky to make his debut for Benfica against 
league leaders FC Porto next weekend. 

Paraguay to play eight friendlies 

ASUNCION (AFP) — World Cup qualifiers Paraguay 
announced Saturday that they will play eight warm-up 
matches before next year’s tournament in France. Paraguay 
are in Group D along with Spain, Bulgaria and Nigeria. 
They will play against a Rest of the Americas ream on 
January 22, against the United States in March 14 and 
Mexico on March 18, Italy on April 22. South Korea on 
May 2. Belgium on May 22. Holland on May 31 and 
Romania on June 3. 

CSKA player dies of heart attack 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Sergei Mamchuk, a defender with 
Russian first division club CSKA Moscow, collapsed and 


died early Saturday morning at his Moscow apartment. A 
preliminary medical report stated said Mamchuk, a 35- 
year-old Ukrainian, had died of a sudden heart adai 
Mamchuk was bom in and started playing football in ^ 
Ukrainian city of Dnepropetrovsk. He was the captain o' 
the Soviet Under- 18 national team that won the l^ 1 
European championship in Hungary. ‘ 

Swimmer dropped after positive test 

KIEV (AFP) — Leading Ukraine frees tyler Yelena 
Lapunova will miss the world swimming championships 
Perth, Australia, next month after failing a ding ** 

Ukrainian Swimming Federation president Andrei Vla^o' 

said toe sport s international governing body, F1NA- h* 1 
barred Lapunova until after an investigation into herc^ 
Lapunova returned a positive test in November. FIN* ^ 
expected to announce what action will be taken again* 1 * 
swimmer at the beginning of next January.” 

Hadji to join La Coruna 

LISBON (AFP) — Moroccan international nudGs^ 
Mustafa Hadji will Sunday complete a transfer w® 
Portuguese club Sporting Lisbon to Spanish side Depot 0 '* 
La Coruna. Hadji will sign a four-and-a-half year deal vUn 
La Coruna, the sports newspaper A Bola reported. 
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Mickey Kourke & 
Angie Everhart ... in 

ANOTHER 9-1/2 
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Shows: 12:30.3:30. 6:15, 
8:30, 10.30 




Nicholas Cage ...in 

CON AIR 

Shows: 12:30. 3:00. 6:30 

AL MASEER 

(Arabic) 

Nour A1 Sharif 

Shows: 8:30. 10:45 

HERCULES 

Shows: 11:00, 5:00 
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MURDER 1600 
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WALT DISNEY'S 
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GEORGE OF 
THE JUNGLE 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 
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ABDOUN 

Harrison Ford ...in 
AIR FORCE ONE 

Shows: 3:30.6:15, 8:30, 10:45 
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NOW ON DAllX 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hiskam Yonei 
and Amal Dobbos 

For reservations call: 
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Austrian skier Hannes Trinkl jumps during the final practice of Men's 
race in Bormio December 28. Trinkl clocked the best time of 2-.02.62 
photo) 


Downhill 

(Reuters 


Americans wary of Australians and 
Chinese at swimming championships 
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SYDNEY (AFP) — The United States 
team are wary of Australia and China in the 
medal hunt at next month's World Swim- 
ming titles in Perth. 

The 43-strong American squad, including 
five Atlanta Olympic individual champions, 
arrived here Sunday and spoke of the threat 
posed by the rising Australian team and the 
record-breaking feats of China's female 
swimmers. 

•‘Australia is going to be there definitely, 
it’s their home court, so I think Australia 
are definitely looking very good.’’ said U.S. 
men's head coach John Urbancek at Syd- 
ney Airport 

“We don’t know which team will show up 
from China and who they're bringing and 
that might make it interesting for the 
women," Urbancek added. 

The recent performances by the Chinese 
women have revived suspicions of possible 
drug use that surfaced following their dom- 
ination of the 1994 Rome World Champi- 
onships where they won 12 of the 16 
women’s events. 

“In 1994. it was very hard because the 
Chinese were under suspicious circum- 
stances and indeed it seem*; same thing 
has happened just recent! yl-senfng a couple 
of world .records from people. whp have 
never been in the’ top 50 in the world 
before." U.S. women’s co-captain. BJ Bed- 
ford said. 

“So we’re definitely up against some real- 
ly scary competition. 

We expect a lot out of ourselves and we 
have a lot of pride in our country' and rep- 


resenting our country.'* 

The U.S. squad includes quadruple 
Atlantic Olympic champion Amy Van 
Dyken, world 400 metres individual med- 
ley record holder Tom Dolan and two other 
1996 individuafogold medallists in back- 
strokers Brad Bridgewater and Beth Bots- 
ford and freestyler Brooke Bennett. 

Bedford rated the U.S. women’s team one 
of the strongest for a long time. 

“I know a lot of people who have done 
their best times throughout this season in 
1 preparation for this meet," Bedford said. 

"We’re really looking forward to the com- 
petition. It’s going to be pretty crazy out 
here in Australia because swimming here is 
very, very strong." 

Urbancek said the U.S. men’s team 
looked “pretty firm" in many events. 

However, he felt the Americans* 

prospects in the distance freestyle events 
were "questionable" following the with- 
drawal through injury of their leading 200. 
400 and 1 500-metre swimmer Chad 
Kanin. 

"Obviously, that’s Australia’s strength 
and right now it’s probably our weakness 
looking at this meet, but the rest of the 
freld,' J think we’re goiHgio be ' ver^ com- 
petitive. 

“We have the world record for the 400 IM 
event, breaststroke looks like it’s going to 
be an outstanding event, sprint events an? 
traditionally good for the U.S., especially 
the relays, "so 1 think we have our 
strengths'." 

The championships begin on January 8. 


Rangers down Dundee United 
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GLASGOW (AFP) — 
Reigning champions 
Rangers stretched their lead 
at the top of the Scottish 
Premier Division with a 4- 1 
win over Dundee United as 
arch-rivals Celtic crashed at 
St Johnstone on Saturday. 

Rangers, chasing a record 
lOtb successive title, came 
from behind to register an 
ultimately comfortable vic- 
1 tory courtesy of goals from 
Brian Landmp, Alex Cle- 
land and two from Italian 
goal-machine Marco Negri. 

Rangers now lead the 
table by two points after 
Celtic slumped to a shock 
defeat at the hands of Pre- 
mier division newboys St 
Johnstone. Hearts mqved 
up to second after an 
impressive 3-1 victory’ at 
Dunfermline. 

“We were very slow to 
start and United looked bet- 
ter than us.’’ admitted 
Rangers manager Walter 
Smith. "But we came to life 
and scored two goals before 
half-time, which were vital 
to us. 1 felt we played very 
well in the last hour.” 

Celtic slipped to third in 
the table and ! now trail 
Rangers by four points 
after they were sunk by a 
72nd-minute goal by St 
Johnstone’s George 

O’Boyle. 

Alan Preston sw'ung over 
a comer from the right and 
0’Boyie got the final touch 
in a packed goalmouth to 
stun Celtic’s travelling 
fans. 

Celtic coach Wim Jansen 
said he was bitterly upset 
by his team's performance. 

“I am very disappointed " 
he said. “We did not play 
well as a team and didn’t 
play the game we wanted 
to. St Johnstone were very 
aggressive and spoiled our 


passing game.” 

In the day’s other match- 
es. Aberdeen scored a rare 
win — 3-0 over Mother- 
well — to move off the bot- 
tom of the table. They rose 
above Hibernian, who lost 
1-0 at home to Kilmarnock. 


"Fourteen games without 
a win is just far too long 
and I feel like 1 am repeat- 
ing myself after every sin- 
gle game,” said angry Hibs 
manager Jim Duffy. “We 
g(*r exactly what we 
deserved." 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHAYNAH 

3 bedrooms. 3 Dathrooms. dining room and 
L-shaped sitting room, deluxe lurniture, fully equipped 
kitchen, separate central heating. Telephone is 
available. Suitable for diplomatic families. 

PLEASE CONTACT Tel, i 5530444 - 5510794 


FOR SALE 


Two brand new American dining 
sets made by Stanley + coffee and 
corner sets. 

Contact Tel.: 635121 



JORDAN SECURITIES COM^SIQN: 

The Jordan Securities Commission is seeking to hire 
a systems manager with the following qualifications: 


1- Minimum B.Sc. degree in Computer 
Sciences or Computer Engineering . 

2- Over 10 years experience in systems 
management , security management and 
network management . 

3- Mastering Unix and ORACLE RDBMS. 

4- Fluent in English & Arabic Languages . 


Please mail your C.V with recent photograph be- 
fore 5 January 1998 to: 

IORDAN SECURITIES COMMISSION 
P.O.Box (. 8802 ) 

AMMAN - JORDAN 


JORDAN TIMES e-mail: 
jotimes @ go_.com Jo 


Bulls take lead in Eastern Conference 


CHICAGO (API — 
Michael Jordan scored 47 
points and Dennis Rod- 
man had 29 rebounds, the 
most in his 2 seasons with 
the Bulls, as Chicago 
defeated the Atlanta 
Hawks 97-90 Saturday 
night to take over the lead 
in the Eastern Conference. 

The rwo-time defending 
national basketball associ- 
ation champion Bulls have 
won seven consecutive 
games while the Hawks 
have lost five straight, sea- 
son-long streaks for both 
teams. Chicago, which 
now has a half-game lead, 
trailed Atlanta by four 
games just lust week. 

Steve Smith scored 18 
points for the Hawks, who 
played most of the game 
short-handed in failing to 
8- 1 0 since their 1 1 -0 start. 

• Toronto Raptors 97, 
New York Knicks 94: In 
New York, Doug 
Christie’s 3-pointer with 
eight-tenths of a second 
remaining gave Toronto its 
first-ever win over new 
York. 

Damon Stoudamire had 
a game-high 30 points for 
the Raptors, who won for 
only the second time in 14 
road games and the fourth 
time in 28 games all sea- 
son. Ex- Knicks John Wal- 
lace and Christie each had 
with 18 points. 

Allan Houston scored 21 
and Larry Johnson had 19 
and II rebounds for the 
Knicks. who had their 10- 
game home court winning 
streak ended. 

- Portland Trail Blaz- 
ers 102, Utah Jazz 91: In 
Salt Lake City. Arvydas 
Sabonis had 25 points and 
li rebounds and Kelvin 
Cato blocked four shots in 
the fourth quarter to help 
Portland snap Utah’s 
eight-game Home winning 
streak. 

Portland held Utah to 14 
second-quarter points and 
took control of the game 
with a iC-Omn en route- to 
a 51-39 halftime lead. The 
Jazz went just 5-of-15 
from the foul line in the 
first half. 

Cato blocked four shots, 
three by Karl Malone, in 
the last eight minutes to 
stop a Jazz rally. 

■ Orlando Magic 96, 
Charlotte Hornets 87: In 
Orlando. Derek Harper 
scored a season-high 26 
points and Orlando ended 
a five-game losing streak. 

Rony Seikaly added 25 
points and 10 rebounds for 
the Magic, while Mark 


Price contributed 17 
points and nine assists. 

Glen Rice led the Hor- 
nets with 27 • points, but 
backup centre Man Geiger 
was the only other char- 
loiie player in double fig- 
ures with a season-high 22 
points. He also had nine 
rebounds before fouling 
out. 

Three baskets by reserve 
Brian Evans helped the 
magic build the lead to 85- 
70 with 6:18 left in the 
game. The closest the 
Hornets got after that was 
89-82 on a layup by B.J. 
Armstrong with 1:23 left. 
The Magic closed out the 
victory with 7- of- 8 shoot- 
ing from the free throw 
line. 

• New Jersey Nets 112. 
Milwaukee Bucks 104, 2 
overtime: In East Ruther- 
ford. New Jersey, Kendall 
Gill scored seven of his 25 
points in the second over- 
time and Keith Van Hom 
had 26 points and 13 
rebounds to lead New Jer- 
sey over Milwaukee. 

With the Nets trailing 
99-98 in the second over- 
time, Gill hit a jumper to 
put New Jersey ahead for 
good. Kerry Kittles fol- 
lowed with a pull-up 
jumper from the key as the 
shot clock expired. 

Glenn Robinson, who 
led all scorers with 29 
points, hit a jumper to pull 
Milwaukee within a point 
with 2:33 remaining. But 
gill made a 3-point basket, 
then knocked the ball 
away front Robinson at 
the other end and was 
fouled. He made both free 
throws for a 107-101 
edge. Kittles then iced it 
with a 3-point shot. 

• Houston Rockets 111. 
Washington Wizards 
101: In Houston, Brent 
Price and Mario Elie hit 3- 
pointers in the final 
minute as Houston held 
off a fourth-quarter rally 
and ended Washington’s 
six-game winning streak. 

The Rockets, winning 
for the first time in four 
games, got 26 points each 
from Kevin Wiilis and 
Clyde Drexler. Willis and 
Charles Barkley had 14 
rebounds apiece. 

It was Washington’s first 
loss to a Western Confer- 
ence opponent in 10 
games this season. Die 
Wizards have noi won in 
Houston in five seasons. 

Chris Webber led the 
wizards with 26 points 
and 11 rebounds. 

• Los Angeles Clippers 



Chicago Bulls' guard Michael Jordan (23) shoots in front of Atlanta Hawks’ center 
Dikembe Mutombo and teammate Dennis Rodman <R) during the first quarter of 
action in Chicago (Reuters photo) 


105, Denver Nuggets 
103: In Los Angeles. Rod- 
ney Rogers scored 29 
points and Lorenzen 
Wright scored three of his 
15 points in rhe final 34 
seconds as the Los Ange- 
les Clippers rallied for a 
105-103 victory over the 
Denver Nuggets on Satur- 
day night. 

Brent Barry scored 22 
points and Wright added 
13 rebounds for the Clip- 
pers. who rallied from a 
10-point deficit in the final 
period to end a lour-game 
losing streak and send 
Denver to its 10th consec- 
utive defeat. 

Laphonso Ellis scored 


20 points for the Nuggets, 
whose 0-15 start on the 
road is the worst in club 
history. They have won 
only one of their last 30 
games away from McNi- 
chols arena, with the lone 
victory coming in their 
1996-97 season finale at 
Dallas. 

• Philadelphia 76ers 85, 
Golden State Warriors 
78: In Oakland. Califor- 
nia. Derrick Coleman 
scored nine of his 22 
points in the fourth quarter 
as Philadelphia broke its 
six-game losing streak and 
deprived the Warriors of 
their first ihree-eame win- 


ning streak of the season. 

Golden Slate also had jts 
five-game home winning 
streak snapped. 

The Warriors gave it one 
last run with a frantic 10-1 
spurt over the next two 
minutes led by Donvell 
Marshall, whose 3-pointer 
with 2:34 left cut the lead 
to 75-74. 

But after Coles stole the 
ball on Philadelphia’s next 
possession, he fumbled it 
away on the fast break 
while driving for what 
would have been a go- 
ahead basket, the warriors 
never recovered and were 
outscored 10-4 in the final 
two minutes. 


For Rent To Diplomatic Missions 
Regional Offices and Expatriates 


Unique four stories building comprises of four flats only 
Location : Swefiyeh near Arabic Medical Centre . 

Each flat is 330sq . meters consists of four bed rooms , 
four bathrooms , kitchen , laundry room , servant room 
living room , dining room and lounge . 

Underfloor heating is provided for all flats . 

The following services are avilable in the basement . play 
room , store rooms , water wells fitted with automatic 
pumps and garages . 


For further information please contact the owner on the following , 
Telephones 691654 or 079 - 20130 & 


Invitation For Bids 
Sector Educational Project - Phase li 
International Competitive Bidding (ICB) 
Loan No. (3864-JO) 

Tender No. (5/97), 

Tender No. (6/97) 

& Tender No. (9/97) 

Ministry of Education invites interested bidders 
specialised in the fields of PC Computers & their 
peripherals. Office Equipment, and Geology Lab. 
Equipment, to participate in the following tenders: 

1 . Tender No. (5/97) Geology Lab. Equipment (one 
LOT). 

2 . Tender No. (6/97) Office Equipment (one LOT). 

3 . Tender No. (9/97) Computer Lab (one LOT). 

Eligible bidders may obtain Tender Documents at the 
Furniture & Equipment Division/Ministry of Education 
against the payment of a non-refundable lee of JD(100) 
for each tender, and presenting a valid professional 
licence and a registration certificate starting on 
29/12/1997. 


b. 


d. 


e. 


The latest date lor purchasing Tender Documents is 
17/2/1998. 

The Tender Documents can be purchased by an 
authorised representative upon submission of an 
official request. 

The latest dale for submission of inquiries pertinent 
to the Tender is 17/2/1993. 

Bids shall be deposited in the BID BOX at the 
Furniture & Equipment Division/MOE, or by Mail, not 
fater than 1 1:00 a.m. (local time) on March 4th, 1998. 
The bids shall be opened on March 4th, 1998 at 
15:00 p.m. (local time). 


Chairman 

of Special Tenders Committee 


f Invitation for Pre-qualification of Consultants 
for Supervision of Construction of the Integrated 
Development Project of the Southern Ghors 

The Government of Jordan had the final designs and tender documents prepared for 
the works listed below. It has also secured the finance for the construction and 
supervision of these works. The three Dams listed are to be constructed of Roller 
Compacted Concrete (RCC) with properties as described:- 

• Wala Dam, 49m high. 300m long. 9.3 MCM storage capacity, with an estimated 
rolled crete volume 185.000m 3 . 

• Mujib Dam, 62m high, 600m long, 35 MCM storage capacity, with an estimated 
rolled crete volume 750,000 m 3 . 

• Tannur Dam, 69m high, 240m long, 16.8 MCM storage capacity, with an estimated 
rolled crete volume 260,000m 3 . 

• Diversion weir at Mujib, with a 1.3kms long tunnel, the southern conveyor 73.5km, 
northern conveyor 28km long, and irrigation infrastructure for 11.862 dunums. 

The services will include site supervision and general contact administration during 
construction and maintenance period, including necessary reporting and preparation 
of project Manuals, with a prior phase to review the design and tender documents It 
is anticipated that the services will be divided into four separate contracts:- 

1. Supervision of construction for Wala and Tannur Dams 

2. Supervision of construction for Mujib Dam 1 

3. Supervision of construction for Mujib Weir and Conveyors 

4. Supervision of construction for Irrigation Infrastructure 

International Consultants with experience in the design and/or supervision of RCC 
dams are invited to submit pre-qualifications applications for the above contracts 1 
and 2. and those with experience in similar works to apply for qualification for the 
other two contracts. 

International consultants are required to joint venture with Jordanian consulting 
firms classified under class A or B in the fields of water supply, sewerage, roads, and 
electromechanical engineering. The International Consultants interested to partici- 
pate in pre-qualification for the above projects are invited to collect the pre-qualifi- 
cation documents In accordance with the following terms. 

1. Members of each joint venture are requested to provide with their pre-qualifica- 
tions documents, a letter of intention duly signed by all members stating that the joint 
venture is committed to submit a duly legalised agreement, on award and before 
contract signature. 

2. All given information must be correct and accurate. 

3. The International Consultants shall comply with the Law of the Jordanian Engi- 
neering Association regarding registration. 

4. The deadline set for the collection of pre-qualification documents shall be at 13:00 
Jordanian local time on January 10, 1998. 

5. The Pre-qualification proposals shall be submitted to the Jordan Valley Authority 
(Address below) no later than 13:00 local time on February 7th 1998, and must 
include on the envelope “Subject" Pre-qualification of Consultants for Supervision of 
Construction of the Integrated Development Project of the Southern Ghors. 


Address 

Dr. Dureid Mahasneh 
Head of the Special Committee for 
the Mujib and Southern Ghors Pro- 
ject 

Amman P.O. Box 2769 - Jordan 
Fax: 962-6-689916 
Tel.: 962 - 6 - 689400 


Dr. Dureid Mahasneh 
Secretary General 
Jordan Valley Authority 
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Health ministry ban on female 
circumcision upheld in Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt's 
State Council, in a blow to 
Islamist groups, on Sunday 
upheld a health ministry ban 
on female circumcision. 

The State Council, the 
country’s highest adminis- 
trative court, threw out a 
verdict issued on June 24 by 
an administrative court in 
Cairo overturning the health 
ministry ban on female cir- 
cumcision. 

In a statement, the State 
Council ruled that “hence- 
forth. it is illegal for anyone 
to cany out circumcision 
operations, even if the girt 
or her parents agree to it." 

The court said that female 
circumcision would only be 
allowed in cases of “med- 
ical necessity" and a certifi- 
cate would have to be pro- 
duced in such cases from 
the gynaecological depart- 
ment of a hospital. 

Violators could face up to 
three years in prison. 

At the health ministry. 
First Under-secretary of 
State Taha AJ Kharbi wel- 
comed the decision, saying 
“the ministry now plans to 
launch the first wide-scale 
campaign against circumci- 
sion.'’ The court decision 
said “circumcision of girls 
is not an individual right 


under Sharia [Islamic law] 
because there is nothing in 
die Koran which authorises 
it and nothing in the 
Sun no." the sayings and tra- 
ditions of the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

“Circumcision thus fails 
under penal codes forbid- 
ding operations on the 
human body except when 
medically necessary,* 7 the 
court said. 

In June, the lower court 
overruled a July 1996 
decree by Health Minister 
Ismail Sail am banning the 
age-old practice of remov- 
ing all or part of the clitoris 
and sometimes the labia to 
quell a woman's sexual 
desire. 

The lower court, acting 
under pressure from 
Islamists, accused Mr. 
Sallam of abuse of power 
by banning female circum- 
cision in private and public 
hospitals. 

The health minister, how- 
ever. maintained his decree 
and appealed to the top 
administrative court. 

According to official esti- 
mates, more than 90 per 
cent of Egyptian girls are 
circumcised and more than 
70 per cent of the operations 
are carried out at home in 


unsanitary conditions, often 
leading to girls bleeding to 
death. 

An Islamist proponent of 
female circumcision. 

Sheikh Youssef A1 Badri, 
told reporters that Sunday’s 
State Council ruling was 
“not the end of the world.” 

“The judge is a human 
being who can make correct 
or incorrect decisions 
according to the case.” said 
the retired teacher. “I have 
not yet decided how to 
respond but I will continue 
to work through the judicia- 
ry-" 

During the State Council 
proceedings. Sheikh Badri 
told the court he had found 
“three new ‘hadiths’ [acts 
and words of the Prophet 
Mohammad]" proving that 
Mohammad “authorised 
female circumcision.'* 

“I urge you, for the love of 
God, not to leave Islam to 
the mercy of those who 
want to make licit or illicit, 
as they wish, principles 
which have been in place 
for 14 centuries.” Sheikh 
Badri told the court. 

However, the highest 
Sunni Muslim authority. 
Sheikh Mohammad Sayed 
Tantawi of A1 Azhar, said 
last month that he opposed 


the practice and that his 
own daughter had nor been 
circumcised. 

“The ‘ulemas’ [theolo- 
gians] of Islam are unani- 
mous in agreeing that 
female circumcision has 
nothing to do with religion," 
he said. 

An Egyptian surgeon was 
sentenced to one year in 
prison earlier this month 
after a 14-year-old girl died 
after a circumcision opera- 
tion. 

The doctor, Rabih Ibrahim 
Mahjub, 32, was convicted 
by a court in Qaliyub. 20 
kilometres north of Cairo, 
of “gross negligence and 
wrongful death.” 

A member of the informa- 
tion centre on circumcision 
and violence against 
women, Siham AbdessaJam. 
called Sunday's court deci- 
sion “a victory for the 
enlightened element over 
the conservative element” 
in Egyptian society. 

But a lawyer for advo- 
cates of circumcision said 
the decision would only 
help propagate the practice. 
“We warn to tell people: the 
Prophet did not forbid cir- 
cumcision and Muslims 
must not forbid it," said 
Ahmad A1 Khuli. 


Iran says it is ‘natural’ to 
seek better ties with U.S. 


ATHENS (AFP) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazi said it was “natural” 
that Tehran should seek better 
relations with Washington but 
warned that U-S. policy must 
change before official dia- 
logue can resume, in an inter- 
view published here Saturday. 

“The American people is a 
great people, with a great civil- 
isation. and it is natural that the 
Iranian president should 
express his respect and wish to 
have dialogue with it” Mr. 
Kharazi told die leftist daily 


Eleftherotypia. 

But he ruled out any talks 
between Tehran and 
Washington “until the United 
States changes its attitude" 
towards Iran. 

He said U.S. policy is based 
on “the intention of subject- 
ing" Iran by trying to stand in 
the way of economic develop- 
ment in tire region and encour- 
aging Israeli -Turkish military 
cooperation. 

Earlier this month Iran's 
moderate President 

Mohammad Khatami hailed 


tire “great American people" 
and said he hoped to address a 
message to them shortly, in the 
Warmest words towards die 
U.S. by an Iranian leader since 
they broke ties after the 1979 
Islamist revolution in Iran. 

Mr. Kharazi also said in the 
Greek interview that Iran 
hopes to start official dialogue 
with other “ancient civilisa- 
tions” like Greece. Italy and 
Egypt Athens and Rome have 
already welcomed the idea, 
while Cairo is yet to be sound- 
ed out he said. 


Italy calls for ‘initiative’ for Kurds 


OROME (AFP) — Italian 
Interior Minister Giorgio 
Napolitano called Saturday for 
an “urgent international initia- 
tive” to pacify regions of 
Turkey and northern Iraq inhab- 
ited by separatist Kurds. 

The world should “recognise 
the rights of the Kurdish peo- 


ple.” said Mr. Napolitano, who 
called on Turkey to “work seri- 
ously” to stop illegal immigra- 
tion of Kurds from Turkey into 
Europe. In receat months, Italy 
has been inundated with Kurds 
from Turkey and Iraq. Italian 
fishing boats staged a rescue 
operation Saturday for a 


Turkish ship carrying S25 ille- 
gal Turkish Kurd immigrants 
which ran aground overnight 
off southern Italy. By Saturday 
afternoon. 740 of the passen- 
gers had been picked up by 
fishermen from the coastal 
town of Soverato. just south of 
Cauuizaro. police said. 
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Iran 

condemns 

Turkish- 

Israeli-U.S. 

military 

exercises 

TEHRAN (.AFP) — Iran 
slammed Turkey on 
Sunday for insisting to 
conduct joint naval 
exercises with Israel and 
the United States in the 
eastern Mediterranean 
next month and warned 
it could not remain 
indifferent. 

Tran has repeatedly 
voiced its deep concern 
and regret over the 
expansion of Israeli 
influence on the soils of 
its neighbours." said 
foreign ministry 

spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi. 

“Islamic leaders dur- 
ing their summit in 
Tehran warned of the 
threats posed by the 
Zionist regime in the 
region and asked Turkey 
to reconsider military 
ties with Israel." he 
added. 

"We ask Turkey to pay 
serious attention to the 
interests of the Islamic 
world. The Zionist 
regime's main goal from 
such ties with Turkey is 
to divide it from other 
Muslim countries." the 
spokesman said. 

“Boosting military 
cooperation and the 
joint manoeuvre will 
lead to insecurity in the 
region, a goal pursued 
by Israel and the United 
States." he warned. “The 
Islamic Republic can not 
remain indifferent 

towards such develop- 
ments.” 

January's naval 

manoeuvres have also 
angered the Arab world. 

An Arab League 
spokesman said Friday: 
“These manoeuvres 
have no goal but to 
.strengthen the Israeli 
army and increase ten- 
sion and fan distur- 
bances in the region.” 
Turkey and Israel 
insist the manoeuvres 
are not targeted against 
any other country, hut 
they have twice post- 
poned them and only 
announced the current 
plans on Dec. 11. 

The Reliant Mermaid 
joint exercise is due to 
be held in territorial 
waters and international 
airspace Jan. 5-9, in 
accordance with a mili- 
tary cooperation accord 
signed by Turkey and 
Israel in February 1996. 



Egyptian artists visit 
Iraq to show solidarity 


BAGHDAD (TO — A group 
of Egyptians including several 
artists arrived in Baghdad 
Sunday to express solidarity 
with Iraqis suffering from 
stringent U.N. sanctions. 

“We are here for the sake of 
Iraqi children... We want to see 
what is happening here," 
Egyptian actress Raghda told 
reporters shortly after arriving 
at Rasheed Hotel in Baghdad. 

The group, including 
acclaimed director Youssef 
Shahine who won a special 
prize at this year's Cannes film 
festival for his life's work, 
travelled to Baghdad by car 
from the Jordanian capital 
Amman. 

“We arc carrying the signa- 
tures of one million Egyptians 
who expressed their support 


for Iraq,” Mr. Shahine said. 

Raghda, who is of Syrian 
origin, said the group would 
visit hospitals and civilian sites 
which were bombed during 
the 1991 Gulf war over 
Kuwait. 

The delegation brought 
some tonnes of medicine 

and gifts for Iraqi children. 

Egypt stood against Iraq in 
the U.S.-led Gulf war which 
drove Iraqi troops out of 
Kuwait, prompting Baghdad 
to cut diplomatic ties with 
Cairo. 

Economic ties between the 
two Arab countries have 
improved since Iraq agreed 
last year with the United 
Nations an oil-for-food deal 
allowing it to sell $2 billioli 
worth of oil over six months to 


buy food and medicine for 
Iraqis suffering from U.N. 
sanctions imposed for Iraq’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Egypt has been supplying 
Iraq with foodstuffs and medi- 
cine under the deal. 

More than two million 
Egyptians worked in Iraq 
before the Kuwait crisis. In 
1993, Egypt sent a senior 
diplomat to Baghdad to 
improve services for about 
70,000 Egyptians who 
remained. 

Flights to and from Iraq are 
banned under the sanctions, 
but the UJM. allowed two 
planes, one from Russia and 
the other from Iceland, to land 
in Iraq in the past week bring- 
ing food and medicine for 
Iraqi children. 


Turkish president seeks 
right to dissolve parliament 


ANKARA (AFP) — Aides to 
Turkish President Suleiman 
Demirel are working on a con- 
stitutional amendment under 
which the head of state would 
have larger powers, including 
the right to dissolve parlia- 
ment press reports said 
Sunday. 

Mr. Demirel Is preparing to 
open a public debate on the 
proposed changes in the next 
few months, the liberal 
Istanbul daily Milliyet said, 
quoting sources close to the 
president. 

To take effect, the constitu- 
tional amendment must be 
supported by a two-thirds 
majority in the 550-seat parlia- 
ment. 

Turkey’s inconclusive gener- 
al elections in December 1995 
and an ensuing political crisis, 
including a power struggle 
between a powerful Islamist 
party and the country's pro- 
sccular army generals, have 
prompted Mr. Demirel to seek 
laiger executive powers. 

Milliyet said. 

The Islamist Welfare Party, 
led by former Premier 

Necmeran Erbakan, emerged 
as the largest political group in 
parliament after winning 21 
per cent of the vote in the last 
elections. 

Mr. Erbakan and a conserva- 
tive part}' set up a coalition 
government in the summer of 
1996. but this cabinet hud to 
step down in June following 
major rifts with the military 


over creeping Islamisation in 
(he country. 

The constitutional court 
Turkey’s highest judicial body, 
has since May been conduct- 
ing hearings into Welfare, 
which is accused of trying to 
overthrow the secular regime. 

The court is expected to 
announce its verdict in the next 
few days, and many political 
analysts expect a ban on the 
Islamist party. 

Mr. Erbakan was replaced by 
conservative Mesut Yilmaz. 
who in late June set up a three- 
party secular coalition. 

But this government lacks a 
ruling majority in parliament 
and is strongly dependent on 
tlte backing of a left-wing 
group, the Republican People's 
Parry, that has been supporting 
it conditionally. 

Mr. Demirel, at a press con- 
ference on Saturday to evalu- 


ate 1997 developments in 
Turkey, complained that the 
cxxjjitrys cunent political sys- 
tem had led to the creation" of 
weak coalition governments. 

Mr. Demirel believes that a 
constitutional right for the 
president to dissolve parlia- 
ment at times of political crisis 
would improve stability in the 
country, Milliyet said. " 

If the constitutional amend- 
ments are approved, presiden- 
tial elections would be held 
once in four years, together 
with the legislative vote. 
Currently, the president is 
elected for a seven-year term. 

Mr. Demirel also proposes 
that the president be elected by 
the direct popular vote rather 
than by parliament. 

Mr. Demirel was elected 
president by parliament in 
1993, and his taro is due to 
end in 2000. 
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Yoko Ono 
unburies hatchet 
against McCartney 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Lennon's former companion 
Yoko Ono reopens hostilities 
against Paul McCartney j n a 
BBC television programme 
to be aired next month In tf* 
programme “The Ballad of 
Yoko and John.” she dismiss- 
es McCartney's claim io 
have been the creative feme 
behind the Beatles, saying he 
only made telephone calls io 
ensure the other members of 
the group would be ai record- 
ing sessions. “John did nm 
make the phone calls. He was 
not on that level as a leader 
He was on the level of a spir- 
itual leader. He was the 
visionary and that is why the 
Beatles happened." 

Students fry 
worms as ‘alternative 
food sources' 

BUTLER (AP) — 11* 
school cafeteria was never 
like this. Students in Ray 
Greco's llth-grade science 
class fried worms, coated 
them with chocolate, closed 
their eyes and swallowed 
them last week as part of an 
experiment in alternative 
food sources. “I did it cause h 
was cool." Knoch High 
School student Jreh 
Murdoch said. “It's really m 
that bad." The day may come 
when humans need to eat 
worms to survive because of 
food shortages. Greco said. 
■‘With the continuing over- 
population of the worid. 
there are bound to be adjust- 
ments in behaviour. Part of 
that can mean adjusting food 
sources and what we eat” 

Rees-Jones 
revelations will 
rock British royals 

TUNIS (AFP) — Trevor 
Rees-Jones. the former body- 
guard of the late Dim 
Princess of Wales, will make 
revelations which will rod: 
the British royal family 
Tunisian astrologer Haswi 
Chami predicted. Rees- 
Jones. the sole survivoroflhr 
crash, has so far failed w 
remember any details of the 
accident “These revelations 
will... throw light.. ® 
aspects of Princess Diana's 
private life during the final 
weeks before her death. 
Chami told AFP. The 
Tunisian soothsayer said be 
had previously predicted the 
death of Diana through a 
poem in old French drawn 
from the prophecies 
Nostradamus dating back v* 
1555. 

Frenchman invents 
new hygienic toilet 

DUNKIRK (AFP) - A 
Frenchman's mission v 
ensure better hygiene amen? 
restaurant staff has inspired 
him to invent a toilet which 
locks users inside unless they 
wash their hands. People arc 
trapped within until they P^ 1 
their hands under the fln * 
taps for at least 10 seconds m 
the ‘Ten plus" told- 
designed by Jacques Rob*.' 
a Dunkirk riien He set ahof 
constructing a hygienic wa®' 
closet after seeing a tek«- 
sion report which reveal 31 
that a dish of peanuts pul >** 
by staff in a Paris bar ct®" 
tained traces of urine from 
various individuals. 

Politician claims 
big ears an asset 

MANILA t AFP) - Philipp 
politician Jose de 
says his big eats will set* 
him in good stead when 
runs for president 
"If you have big eai5 *■. 
better hear the complaint 
the Filipino people, 
newspapers quoted the o 
gressional leader as W®* 
residents of a Manila » 
during a 

‘They should take he®?- 
folks say people with big®®? 
live longer," he 
Newspapers are fond 
’culing the politician* . 
phantine ears, with one • 

: I u..nnn him 







